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PREAMBLE

The [EU Party], of the one part, and the OACPStates,of the otherpart,

HAVING REGARDto the Revised Georgetown Agreementestablishing the Organisation

of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), on the one hand andthe Treaty of

the European Union and Treaty for the Functioning of the European Union, on the other;

REAFFIRMINGtheir attachmentto the rules-based global order, with multilateralism as

its key principle and the United Nationsatits core;

CONSIDERINGtheirstrong links and the close political, economic and cultural ties that

unite them;

CONFIRMINGtheir commitment to democratic principles and humanrights as laid down

in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international human

rights instruments as well as to the principles of the rule of law and good governance;

REAFFIRMING their commitment to consolidating their partnership by coordinating

actions in the international fora based on commoninterests, shared values, mutual

respect [OACPS:and sovereign equality] and cognisantof their ability to shape global

outcomeswhenacting jointly;

STRESSINGthe urgencyto tackle global environmental challenges and the importance

of the Paris Agreement on climate change and the urgent need to build stable and

sustainable low-carbon economies and societies resilient to climate change, and to

moveforward to achieve commonenvironmental, climate change and renewable energy

goals;

CONFIRMING their commitment to sustainable developmentin line with the 2030

Agendafor Sustainable Development;

CONFIRMINGtheir willingness to collaborate in support of regional and continental

integration, particularly in view of achieving the objectives set out in Africa’s Agenda

2063 and integration and cooperation frameworks of the Caribbean and Pacific;

RECALLINGtheir commitmentto fostering human and social development, eradicating

poverty,fighting discriminations and inequalities, leaving no-one behind;

RECALLINGtheir strong will to promote peace and security and their international

obligations on the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as their

determination to prevent and prosecute the most serious crimes of concern to the

international community;

RECOGNISING the importance of structural economic transformation in achieving

inclusive and sustainable economic growth and development;

RECALLINGtheir commitmenttotheprinciples and rules that governinternational trade,

in particular those agreed in the WTO;
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RECALLINGtheir commitmentto respect labourrights, taking into account the principles

laid downin conventionsof the International Labour Organisation;

REAFFIRMINGthat gender equality and empowerment of womenand girls are essential

to achievinginclusive and sustainable development;

REAFFIRMING their commitment to promoting a people-centred partnership and to

enhancing people-to-people contacts, including through cooperation and exchangesin

the field of science, technology, innovation, education, and culture;

RECOGNISINGthe importantrole of science, technology, and innovationin accelerating

transition towards sustainable development as well as knowledge-based societies,

facilitated through the use of digital tools in pursuit of sustainable development;

ACKNOWLEDGINGthat changing demographic dynamics, combined with economic,

social and environmental changes offer opportunities for, and pose challenges to,

sustainable development;

RECOGNISINGtheincreasing risks caused by natural disasters, economic and other

exogenousshocksincluding pandemics;

RECOGNISING the importance of the youth for shaping the future and contributing to

sustainable development;

REAFFIRMINGtheir commitment to enhancing cooperation and dialogue on migration

and mobility;

RECALLINGtheprinciples of policy coherence for development and aid effectiveness

as well as the principles of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA);

STRESSINGthe importance of regular dialogue on issues of mutualinterest, at all

relevantlevels;

HAVING REGARDto the Partnership Agreement between the membersof the African,

Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, of the one part, and the European Community

and its MemberStates, of the other part, signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2000,asfirst

amendedin Luxembourg on 25 June 2005 and then in Ouagadougouon 22 June 2010;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:



PART | - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Objectives

This Agreementestablishes a strengthenedpolitical partnership between the Parties to

generate mutually beneficial outcomes on common andintersected interests and in

accordancewith their shared values.

This Agreement shall contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs), with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris

Agreement on Climate Change as overarching frameworks guiding the partnership.

The objectivesof this Agreementareto:

a. promote,protect and fulfil human rights, democratic principles, the rule of law and

good governance,paying particular attention to gender equality;

b. build peaceful and resilient states and societies, tackling ongoing and emerging

threats to security;

c. mobilise investment, support trade and foster private sector development, with a

view Yes,to achieving sustainable and inclusive growth and creating decent jobs

forall;

d. foster human andsocial development, andin particular eradication of poverty and

tackling of inequalities, ensuring that everyone enjoys life in dignity and no-one

is left behind, with special attention to womenandgirls;

e. implement a comprehensive and balanced approachto migration, so as to reap the

benefits of safe, orderly and regular migration and mobility and stem irregular

migration while addressing its root causesin full respect of international law and

EU and national competences;

f. combat climate change, protect the environment, and ensure the sustainable

managementof natural resources.

Dialogue and tailored action shall constitute the main tools to achieve the objectives of

this Agreement.

This Agreementshall facilitate the adoption of commonpositions by the Parties on the

world stage, reinforcing partnerships to promote multilateralism and the rules-based

international order, with a view to driving globalaction forward.

Article 2

Principles

The Parties shall pursue the objectives of this Agreement in a spirit of [OACPS:

sovereign equality], shared responsibility, solidarity, reciprocity, mutual respect and

accountability.



4 e Parties agree to implement each Regional Protocol within the broad principles

agreed in the General Part whilst taking account of the specificities of the Regions

concerned.

The Parties shall make decisions and undertake actions at the appropriate level,in line

with the principle of subsidiarity and complementarity.

4 e Parties shall systematically promote a gender perspective and ensure that gender

equality is mainstreamedacrossall policies.

The Parties shall take an integrated approach that incorporates political, economic,

social, environmental and cultural elements.

The Parties shall intensify efforts to further regionalintegration and cooperation to best

manage security concerns, reap the economic gains of globalisation, and address

ransnational challenges and opportunities as appropriate. The Parties shall promote a multi-stakeholder approach, enabling the active

engagementof a wide variety of actors in dialogue and cooperation processes,including

parliaments,local authorities, civil society and the private sector.

[OACPS:The Parties agree to accord special treatment to the least developed

countries. They shall take account of the vulnerability of landlocked and island

countries and Low Lying CoastalState.]

Cooperation within formal and ad-hocregional formats may be pursuedin order to meet

the objectives of the Partnership more effectively and efficiently. The Parties may also

agree on provisions and flexible procedures that allow interested Parties to deepen

dialogue and cooperation on specific thematic and cross-regionalissues.

Article 3

Partnership Dialogue

The Parties agree to engage in regular balanced, comprehensive and substantive

dialogueonall areas of this Agreement leading to commitments and, where appropriate,

actions on bothsides,for the effective implementation of this Agreement.

The Parties agree that the objective of partnership dialogue shall be to exchange

information, foster mutual understanding, facilitate the establishment of agreedpriorities

and shared agendas at the national, regional and international levels. They shall

cooperate and coordinate on issues of common interest and new challenges in

internationalsettings.

The Parties agree that dialogue shall be conducted in flexible and tailor-made manner,

shall take place at regularintervals in the appropriate format and at the appropriate level

in line with the principle of subsidiarity, and shall take full advantage of all possible

channels,including in regional and international settings. They agree to monitor and

evaluateits effectiveness and adaptits scope as appropriate.



The Parties agree that national parliaments, and representatives of civil society

organisations and the private sector, where appropriate, shall be duly informed,

consulted and enabled to feedinto this dialogue. Regional and continental organisations

shall be associated with the dialogue as appropriate.

Article 4

Policy coherence

The Parties agree to work towards coherent policies at the national, regional and

international levels with a view to attaining the objectives of this agreement through a

targeted, strategic and a partnership-oriented approach.

The Parties shall individually and collectively foster synergies betweenpolicies with a

view to avoiding or minimising negative impactsthattheir policies may have onthe other

Parties. They shall undertake to inform and, where appropriate, consult with the other

Parties oninitiatives and measuresthat maysignificantly affect them.

The Parties reaffirm their commitment to policy coherence for developmentas a crucial

elementto achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Article 5

Actors

The Parties acknowledge that governments play a central role in defining and

implementingpriorities and strategies for their countries. They recognisethe crucial role

of parliaments in shaping and adopting legislation, agreeing budgets and holding

governmentsto account. They acknowledgethe role and contribution of local authorities

in enhancing democratic accountability and complementing governmentalaction.

The Parties recognise the important role of regional, sub-regional and continental

organisations in achieving the objectives of this Agreement, in particular those of the

three regional protocols.

The Parties acknowledge the important role and contribution of [[OACPS: non-state

actors] [EU: stakeholders], [OACPS:in all its forms and national characteristics]

namely] civil society [OACPS:in all its forms accordingto national characteristics],

[OACPS: including economic and social partners, inelding—trade—union

erganisatiens,] and the private sector, and agree to promote and strengthen their

effective participation with a view to fostering more inclusive and multi-stakeholderpolicy

processes. For these purposes, the Parties shall ensure that all these stakeholders,

where appropriate, are informed and consulted on strategies and sectoral policies,

provide inputs into the broad process of dialogue, receive capacity building support in

critical areas, and participate in the implementation of cooperation programmesin the

areas that concern them based on the extent to which they address the needs of the

population, their specific competencies [OACPS: and appropriate governance

structure].



Article 6

Structure

This Agreementconsists of the General Part (Parts |, Il, Ill, IV, V, Vl and Annexes) and

three Regional Protocols.

The provisions of the General Part and its Annexesshall be legally binding on all the

Parties to this Agreement.

The provisionsof the Regional Protocols shall be legally binding on the [“EU Party”] and

onthe Parties that are in Africa, in the Caribbean orin the Pacific, respectively. Nothing

in the Regional Protocols and their interpretation and implementation can affect or

deviate from the provisions under the General Part of the Agreement and the decisions

of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers.

Article 7

Cross-cutting themes

The Parties agree that systematic account shall be taken of the following cross-cutting

themesto inform actioninto all areas of cooperation: humanrights, democracy, gender

equality, peace and security, environmental protection, the fight against climate change,

culture and youth.

The Parties shall also cooperate to support capacity building to effectively address

challenges and achieve the objectives set out in this Agreement. They shall aim to foster

institutional strengthening, promote exchangeofbest practices, andfacilitate knowledge

transfer and sharing.

The Parties shall strengthen resilience at the level of countries, communities and

individuals, particularly of vulnerable populations, in the face of environmental and

climate change related challenges, economic shocks, conflicts and political crises and

epidemics and pandemics.

[Article 8

LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, MICS and HIMICS]

[The Parties acknowledge the geographical, geopolitical, and economic character of

individual, as well as groups of ACP States. In this regard, the Agreementwill have

specific recognition for Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing

Countries (LLDCs), Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Middle-Income Countries

(MICs) and Highly Indebted Middle-Income Countries (HIMICs).]

[The Parties recognise that Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed

Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) are the most

vulnerable countries in the world to the impacts of climate change, because of multiple

existing stresses, from low adaptive capacity to intrinsic exposureto climate change due

to geographical conditions.]



PARTIl: STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

TITLE I

HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCEIN PEOPLE-CENTRED AND

RIGHTS BASED SOCIETIES

Chapeau

The Parties reaffirm their determination to protect, promote and fulfil human rights,

fundamental freedoms and democratic principles, to strengthen the rule of law and good

governance in compliance with the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights and international law, in particular international human rights law and, where

relevantinternational humanitarian law.

The Parties shall promote people-centred and rights-based policies, encompassingall

human rights and ensuring equal access to opportunities for all members of society,

directed towards sustainable development centred on the humanbeing.

The Parties recognise that respect for democracy, humanrights, fundamental freedoms,

the rule of law, and good governanceare integral parts of sustainable development.

Article 1

Humanrights, democracy andrule of law

The Parties, recognising that humanrights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and

interrelated, agree to promote, protect and fulfil all humanrights, be they civil, political,

economic, social and cultural. They shall protect and ensurethefull and equal enjoyment

of all fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of

assembly and association, freedom of thought, religion and belief.

The Parties commit to achieving the promotionof universal respect for and observance

of human rights and fundamental freedomsforall, without discrimination based on any

ground including sex, ethnic or social origin, religion or belief, political or any other

opinion, disability, age, [EU: sexual orientation and genderidentity]. They commit to

fight all formsof racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia andrelated intolerance. They

commit to the recognition and advancementof the rights of indigenous peoples.

The Parties reaffirm that the universally recognised democratic principles underpinning

the organisation of the state, ensure the legitimacy of its authority, the legality of its

actions reflectedin its constitutional, legislative and regulatory system, and the existence

of participatory mechanisms. They shall preserve and strengthen the application of these

principles by ensuringinclusive, transparent and credible electionsas well as by allowing

and supporting participatory decision-making processes, [OACPS:free from external

interference in due respect for sovereignty.] OR [EU: in due respect for

sovereignty].



The Parties shall actively support the consolidation of the rule of law at national, and

international including regional level, acknowledging its crucial importance for the

protection of human rights and for the effective functioning of democratic institutions.

This includes ensuring the existence of an independent, impartial and well-functioning

judicial system, equality before the law, the right to a fair trial and due process and

accessto effective mechanismsof legal redress.

The Parties recognize the right to development based on the indivisibility,

interdependence,universality, and inalienability of all human rights. By virtue of which

every humanbeing andall peoplesare entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy

economic, social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and

fundamental freedomscan befully realized. The Parties shall support measuresfor the

enhancement of the right to development and shall ensure, inter alia, equality of

opportunity for all, regarding access and benefit from basic resources and essential

services such as, education, health services, food, housing, employment and the fair

distribution of income.

The Parties agree that respect for human rights; democratic principles and the rule of

law shall underpin the domestic and international policies of the Parties and constitute

an essential element of this Agreement.

In pursuit of the right to development, the Parties shall support activities that improve the

value and benefit of their natural resources, inter alia, the value addition and

beneficiation of primary commodities as well as their integration into national, regional

and global value chains,with a view to fostering structural economic transformation and

decent work.

Article 2

Genderequality

The Parties reaffirm their strong commitment to achieve gender equality, the full

enjoyment of all human rights by all and everyone's empowerment as a driver for

sustainable development. They shall embody the principle of gender equality in their

national constitutions or other appropriate legislation.

The Parties acknowledgethat gender inequality, deprives womenof their basic human

rights and opportunities. They shall adopt and strengthen enforceablelegislation, legal

frameworks and sound policies, programmes and mechanisms to ensure girls’ and

women's equal accessto, equal opportunities in, equal control over and full and equal

participation in all spheresoflife, on an equal footing with boys and men.

The Parties shall focus, in particular, on improving access of women, and where

appropriategirls, to all resources they need throughoutlife for the realisation of theirfull

potential and the full exercise of their human rights and fundamental freedoms, with a

special emphasis on vulnerable women, suchasin respect of quality education, health,

employment opportunities, access to and control over economic resources, political

decision-making, governancestructures and private undertakings. They shall promote

women’sfull and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadershipatall levels

of decision makingin political, economic and publiclife.

10



They shall also undertake to prevent, combat and prosecute all forms of sexual and

gender-based violence and discrimination in the public and private spheres including

trafficking, sexual exploitation and abuse. The Parties shall take all necessary measures

to tackle deeply rooted gender bias and eliminate all harmful practices such aschild,

early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation and cutting.

Article 3

Inclusive andpluralistic societies

The Parties undertake to ensure equal opportunities for all members of society in all

spheresoflife. They shall prevent, prohibit and eradicate discriminatory practices and

shall adopt effective measuresto ensurethefull and equal enjoymentof all human rights.

The Parties shall protect and promote freedom of expression, freedom of opinion,

freedom of assembly, media independenceandpluralism aspillars of democracy, noting

that these are not only humanrights but prerequisites for democracy, development and

dialogue.

The Parties shall foster inclusive and pluralistic societies, including multi-party

democracy. They recognise and shall promote the key role of effective, transparent and

accountable national and local assemblies and political parties. They shall also promote

the active and genuine participation of all stakeholders and citizens, including women

and the youth, in responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative political

processesand decision-makingatall levels.

[The Parties shall [OACPS: in compliance with applicable national and local]

preserve and broaden an enabling spacefor an active, organised, transparent [OACPS:

andvigilant] civil society organisations], acknowledgingits role as [EU: promoter]

of democracy, humanrights, fundamental freedoms andsocial justice, as defenders of

rights holders and of the rule of law, and [EU:its oversight role], thus strengthening

domestic transparency and accountability].

The Parties, acknowledging that the internet offers a platform to share knowledge and

ideas, shall endeavour to harness the potential of digital solutions to promote equal

public access to information at all levels, participatory decision-making, and enhance

digital competence; while addressing the risks of abuse and promoting openattitudes

towards andrespectfor diversity.

Article 4

Good governance

The Parties reaffirm that good governance rests on transparent, responsible,

accountable and participatory governments, and appropriate oversight mechanisms.

The Parties agree that good governanceis critical to the respect of all human rights,

democratic principles andthe rule of law. They commit to universal access without any

discrimination to public services.

The Partiesreiterate their commitmentto the transparent and accountable management

of human, natural, economic and financial resources for the purposes of equitable

benefit sharing and sustainable development.
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The Parties commit to the creation of an enabling environment for transparency and

accountability to thrive in public administration, including enhancing integrity and

independence of governanceinstitutions. The Parties shall develop and implement

sound public finance management systems, compatible with the fundamentalprinciples

of effectiveness, transparency and accountability, with a view to protect public finances

and improvethedelivery of public services by eliminating administrative bottlenecks and

tackling regulatory deficiencies.

The Parties shall ensure transparency and accountability over public funding and in the

delivery of public services, improve revenue collection, tackle tax evasion and

avoidance, moneylaundering and illicit financial flows.

The Parties shall combat corruption at all levels andin all its forms, developing and

implementing or maintaining effective, coordinated anti-corruption policies that reflect

the principlesof the rule of law, proper managementof public affairs and public property,

integrity, transparency and accountability. They shall adopt legislative and other

measuresto prevent and prosecute bribery and the embezzlement, misappropriation or

otherdiversion of resources by public officials for their direct and indirect benefit and to

recover and return assets obtained through corruption.

[The Parties recognise and commit themselves to implement the principles of good

governancein the tax area, [EU: including] [OACPS: through compliance with] the

global standards on transparency and exchange of information, fair taxation, and the

minimum standards against Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS). The Parties will

promote good governancein tax matters, improve international cooperation in the tax

area and facilitate the collection of tax revenues.]

[OACPS:TheParties agree to engagein dialogue soasto avoid actions that may

be deemedunilateral, coercive, and harmfulto any party of this agreement.]

The Parties agree that good governance shall underpin the domestic and international

policies of the Parties and constitute a fundamental element of this Agreement. They

also agree that serious cases of corruption, including acts of bribery leading to such

corruption, constitute a violation of that element.

Article 5

Public administration

The Parties recognise the importance of well-resourced, efficient and effective civil

service systems and processeswith strong human resource bases and commit to foster

collaboration in this area. They also agree to cooperate with a view to modernising their

public administrations and developing an accountable, efficient, transparent and

professional civil service. In this regard, efforts shall aim at, inter alia improving

organisational efficiency, increasing institutions’ effectiveness in service delivery,

accelerating the deployment of e-governance anddigital services andthe digitalisation

of public registries, and reinforcing the processesof decentralisation in accordance with

their national economic and social-developmentstrategies.
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Article 6

Statistics

The Parties acknowledgethatstatistics are crucial for the achievement of sustainable

development. The Parties shall develop and strengthen their statistical systems,

including gathering, processing, quality control and dissemination ofstatistics, with a

view to contributing to the long-term objective of quality, internationally comparable,

accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated data as these are key to inform decision-

making in support of national social and economic developmentpriorities, as well as to

support and monitor progress.

The Parties shall reiterate their commitmentto increasestatistical literacy, promote the

use of data for decision making by engaging with users in and out of government, and

the use of] new technologies and data sources. They shall collaborate in the use of

technology for data collection and promote the dissemination of comparablestatistics at

national and regional levels.

The Parties shall ensure the professional independenceofthestatistical office.

Article 7

Personal data

The Parties recognise their commoninterest in protecting every individual's right to

privacy with respect to the processing of personal data, as well as the importance of

maintaining strong data protection regimes and ensuring their effective enforcement.

Parties shall inter alia ensure that personal data undergoing processing shall be

processedfairly and in a transparent manner and collected for explicit, specified and

legitimate purposes and not processedin a way incompatible with those purposes.

The Parties shall ensure a high level of protection of every individual's personal data in

accordancewith existing multilateral standards andotherinternational legal instruments

and practices. To this end they shall establish appropriate legal and regulatory regimes

and policies, as well as appropriate administrative capacity to implement them,including

independent supervisory authorities.

13



TITLE Il

PEACE AND SECURITY

Chapeau

[The Parties acknowledge that peace, stability and security, including human security

and resilience,are critical for sustainable development and prosperity. There cannot be

sustainable developmentwithout peace and security, and without inclusive development

there cannot be sustainable peace and security.

The Parties shall pursue an integrated approach to conflict and crises with due

consideration to conflict prevention, peacebuilding, mediation, and human security, and

shall addresssituationsoffragility within the frameworkof this Partnership.

The Parties shall address new or expanding security threats, including terrorism andits

financing, violent extremism, organised crime, proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction, piracy and trafficking in persons, drugs, arms and otherillicit goods, and

cybercrime and cybersecurity.]

Article 1

Conflicts and crises

The Parties shall apply an integrated approach to conflict and crises, including

prevention, mediation, resolution and reconciliation efforts as well as crisis management,

peacekeeping and peace support. They shall support transitional justice through

context-specific measures promoting truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-

recurrence. They shall contribute to institution and state building and human security,

paying particular attention to situations offragility.

The Parties recognize the need to address the root causesof instability holistically,

including climate change, environmental degradation, pandemics, illicit exploitation of

mining, food and water insecurity, lack of good governance, humanrights violations,

growing inequalities and inequitable access to resources, social exclusion and youth

unemployment. The Parties recognize the need to support measuresthat contribute to

building resilience. [OACPS: They shall cooperate to prevent external interference

that could cause or exacerbate conflict.] Special attention shall be paid to the

effective governance of natural resources, notablyin relation to raw materials, so as to

sustainably benefit the society as a whole and ensurethatillegal exploitation and trade

do not contribute to causing and sustaining conflict.

The Parties recognize the importance of mutually respectful dialogue and consultation

as a meansof conflict resolution, involving local authorities and communities as well as

civil society organisations. The Parties shall act in close cooperation with continental and

regional organisations.

14



The Parties shall take all suitable action in a coordinated way to prevent anintensification

of violence, tolimitits territorial spread, andto facilitate a peaceful settlement of disputes.

Particular attention shall be paid to ensuring that financial resources are used in

accordancewith the principles and objectives of the Agreement, and to preventing a

diversion of funds for belligerent purposes. The Parties shall also take measures to

prevent mercenaryactivities, address the problem ofchild soldiers and endeavourto set

responsible limits to military expenditure.

TheParties shall take all suitable action in post conflict situations to stabilize the situation

during the transition in orderto facilitate the return to a nonviolent, stable and democratic

situation. This may include supporting the disarmament and demobilisation as well as

the return and sustainable reintegration of former combatants into the society. The

Parties shall ensure the creation of the necessary links between emergency measures,

rehabilitation and longer term developmentgoals.

[OACPS:TheParties reaffirm their respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity,

independence and unity of all States in accordance with the purposes and

principles of the Charter of the United Nations. The Parties reiterate that the UN

Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international

peace andsecurity. The Parties reaffirm their respect for all the principles of

international law included in the Declaration on Principles of International Law

concerningfriendly relations and co-operation among States in accordancewith

the Charterof the United Nations,, including the principle that States shall refrain

in their international relations from the threat or use of force against theterritorial

integrity or political independence of any State or in any other manner

inconsistent with the purposesof the United Nations.]

The Parties shall promote the effective participation of women and young people in

peacebuilding, conflict prevention, mediation, resolution and humanitarian response, as

well as in crisis management, peacekeeping and peace support. The Parties considerit

important to addressthe situation of women andgirls who are victims of gender-based

violence in conflicts, and the distinct problem of crime and violence against vulnerable

people and peopleliving with disabilities.

Article 2

Non-proliferation of weapons of massdestruction

The Parties acknowledgethat the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs)

and their meansof delivery, both to state and non-state actors, represents one of the

mostserious threats to international stability and security. The Parties therefore agree

to cooperate in and contribute to countering the proliferation of WMDsand their means

of delivery, in full compliance with and national implementation of their existing

obligations under international disarmament and non-proliferation treaties and

agreements as well as other relevant international obligations. The Parties agree that

this provision constitutes an essential element of this Agreement.

The Parties furthermore agree to cooperate in countering the proliferation of WMD and

their meansof delivery, firstly through taking steps to sign, ratify or accede to, as

appropriate, and fully implement and comply with all relevantinternational instruments;

secondly through establishing and maintaining an effective system of national export

controls, controlling the export as well as the transit of WMD-related goods,including a
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WMD end-usecontrol on dual-use technologies and containing effective sanctions for

breaches of export controls; and thirdly through cooperating in multilateral fora with a

view of achieving reduction andultimate elimination and export control regimes.

The Parties agree to establish regular political dialogue that will complement and

consolidate their cooperation in this area.

The Parties consider that chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN)risks

may havea highly disruptive effect on societies. They also recognise that these risks

may stem from criminal activities, includingillicit proliferation, trafficking, terrorism,

accidents or natural hazards, such as pandemics. Consequently, they undertake to

cooperatein orderto reinforceinstitutional capacity to mitigate CBRN risks.

Article 3

Serious crimes of concern to the international community

[The Parties agree to act together to prevent genocide, crimes against humanity

and war crimes by making use of appropriate bilateral and multilateral

frameworks,in line with the principle of responsibility to protect.

The Parties reaffirm that the most serious crimes of concernto the international

community as a whole must not go unpunishedandthat their fair and effective

investigation and prosecution must be ensured by taking measures at domestic

national, regional andinternational level, as appropriate.

The Parties consider that the establishment and effective functioning of the

International Criminal Court constitutes an important development for

international peace and justice. [EU: The Parties shall promote the universality

andintegrity of the Rome Statute and safeguardits integrity by protecting its core

principles, including by abstaining from entering into non-surrender agreements

with third States and encouraging others to also abstain from doing so. The

Parties, taking into account their legal and constitutional frameworks, agree to

take steps towards ratification and implementation of the Rome Statute and

related instruments, as appropriate.]

[EU: The Parties reiterate their commitment to fully cooperate with the

International Criminal Court and other national, regional and international criminal

justice mechanisms. [OACPS: The Parties reiterate their commitment to fully

cooperate with national, regional and international criminal justice mechanisms,

which may include the International Criminal Court] in accordance with the

Parties’ laws and applicable international obligations and consistent with the

principle of complementarity. [OACPS: Efforts shall be made to strengthen

mechanisms and institutions at all levels in the fight against the crime of

aggression, genocide, crimes against humanity, and warcrimes.]]
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Article 4

Terrorism and Violent Extremism

The Parties reiterate their firm condemnation of all acts of terrorism and violent

extremism andradicalisation and undertake to combat these acts through international

cooperation, in accordancewith the Charterof the United Nations and international law,

relevant conventions and instruments. The Parties recognise that the fight against

terrorism,in all its forms and manifestations is a shared priority, and agree to work

together at all levels to prevent and combat terrorism, violent extremism and

radicalisation. They recognise the importance to tackle all factors contributing to violent

extremism,including religious intolerance, hate speech, xenophobia, racism as well as

otherformsof intolerance. The Parties commit to opposeviolent extremism andto foster

religious tolerance and inter-religious dialogue.

The Parties agreethatit is essential that the fight against terrorism be conducted with

full respect for the rule of law andin full conformity with international law, including

international humanrights law, international refugee law and international humanitarian

law, the principles of the UN Charter, relevant UNSC resolutions and statements and

relevantinternational counter-terrorism related instruments.

The Parties commit to and shall cooperate on the protection of critical infrastructures,

terrorism related challenges affecting borders as well as strengthening civil aviation

security.

Article 5

Organised crime

The Parties acknowledge the negative political, economic, cultural and social

implications related to organised criminal activities, and shall strengthen cooperation to

prevent and combatsuchactivities more effectively. They shall work together under an

integrated approach to address root causes and provide alternatives to crime.In this

regard, they shall addressthelinks between organised crime and humantrafficking and

migrant smuggling, the illicit trafficking of weapons, hazardous materials, narcotics,

precursors, wildlife, timber, cultural goods, and other illegal economic and financial

activities.

The parties shall enhanceefforts towards the recovery and return of stolen assets and

combatall forms of organised crime. In this regard they shall strengthen the legal and

administrative frameworks to fight money laundering and illicit financial flows, including

fiscal fraud and public-procurement fraud, active and passive corruption in both the

private and public sector, which can have a debilitating effect on domestic resource

mobilisation.

The Parties shall promotecitizen security with a particular focus on the strengthening of

institutions and the rule of law, protection of human rights and the promotionofjustice

and security sector reforms. They shall promote multi-disciplinary programmesaimed at

addressing vulnerable groups and supportvictims of violence, including gun violence,

as well as mediation and other community based prevention and reconciliation solutions.
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Article 6

Maritime Security

The Parties agree to the strengthening of maritime security, in particular, addressing

different forms of crime committed at sea and illegal trafficking, countering piracy and

armedrobbery at sea, protecting critical maritime infrastructures, and promoting freedom

of navigation, and the rule of law atsea,in line with the United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

To this end, the Parties agree to strengthen efforts in maritime law enforcementto tackle

maritime threats in countries most affected by these crimes,to reinforce investigation

and prosecution processes as a way of countering crimes committed at sea and to

promote the Implementation of Piracy Prosecution Models within the nationaljurisdiction

as a regional criminal justice response and deterrent mechanism against crimes

committed at sea suchaspiracy, armed robbery, marine and water pollution, smuggling

of migrants, drugs and armstrafficking and shipping of nuclear waste. The parties agree

to promoteregionalinitiatives in the areas) of maritime security, the fight against piracy

and protection against marine pollution.

Article 7

Illicit drugs

The Parties shall endeavour to ensure a comprehensive, balanced, integrated and

evidenced-based approach towards preventing and addressingillicit trade in drugs and

new psychoactive substances,as well as promoting drug demandreduction. To this end

they shall addressrisk factors affecting individuals, communities and society, which may

include a lack of services, infrastructure needs, drug-related violence, exclusion,

marginalization and social disintegration, in order to contribute to the promotion of

peaceful and inclusive societies.

The Parties agree that drug policies and actions, including through the involvement of

civil society, the scientific community and academia, shall be aimed at reinforcing

structures for preventing and addressing effectivelyillicit drugs, reducing measurably the

supply of, trafficking in, and demandforillicit drugs.

The Parties shall aim at reducing the adverse consequencesof drug useforindividuals

and society as a whole, as well as effectively reducethe diversionof andillicit trafficking

in scheduled and non-scheduled(including ‘designer’) precursors.

The Parties shall cooperate closely with each other and with the relevant international

organisations with a view to maintaining coordinatedefforts and actions againstthe illicit

drug trade.

Article 8

Small arms andlight weaponsandother conventional weapons

The Parties acknowledgethatproliferation of small arms and light weaponspose a grave

threat to international peace and security.
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The Parties agreeto reinforce the fight againsttheillicit trade, excessive accumulation,

and uncontrolled spread of small arms,light weapons and other conventional weapons

and their ammunitions, including as a consequence of inadequately secured and

improperly managedstocks and stockpilesin line with the UN Programmeof Action to

prevent, combatanderadicatetheillicit trade in small arms and light weaponsinall its

aspects. The Parties agree to promote intelligence-led tracking oftrafficking networks to

counter moreeffectively the risk that the large-scale outflow of state stocks continue to

pose to regional stability, and shall work towards enhancing national capacities of

competentlaw enforcementunits or focal pointsto collect, seize, trace and analyseillicit

firearms and related criminal justice data, to enhance understanding and monitorillicit

trafficking flows, and to support information exchangeandinternational cooperation.

The Parties recognise the importance of control on the international trade, including

import and export, of conventional armsin line with existing international standards,

including the Arms Trade Treaty and relevant UN resolutions. They shall endeavour to

apply such controls in a responsible manner, as a contribution to international and

regional peace, security and stability and to the reduction of human suffering, as well as

preventing the diversion of conventional arms to unauthorised actors. The Parties also

recognise the importance of domestic regulation and control of the legal acquisition and

possessionof firearms with a view to reducing armedviolence.

The Parties shall cooperate with a view to clearing mines and explosive remnants of war,

including improvised explosive devices.

Article 9

Cyber security and cyber crime

The Parties recognise the importance of an open, secure and stable, accessible and

peaceful ICT environment based on the norms,rules and principles for responsible State

behaviourandthe application of existing international law. To this end the Parties commit

to strengthen cooperation to promote cyber security; to prevent and combat high

technology cyber and electronic crimes, as well as social media abuse and to improve

network security, through exchange of best practices initiatives that increase cyber

resilience, including on the protection ofcritical infrastructure.

The Parties acknowledge the need to, prevent and tackle cybercrime, including online

child sexual exploitation and abuse, by cooperating and exchanging best practices to

fight cybercrime offences in the context of existing international conventions, [EU:

including the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime which fosters international

cooperationin tackling cybercrime.]

Article 10

Law enforcementcooperation

The Parties shall facilitate cooperation among regional and international law-

enforcementauthorities, agencies and serviceswith a view to disrupting and dismantling

transnational crime and terrorist threats commonto the Parties. Such cooperation shall

contribute to crime prevention and shall comprise, inter alia, exchanges of views on

legislative frameworks as well as administrative and technical assistance aimed at

strengtheningtheinstitutional and operational capabilities of law-enforcementauthorities

and the exchangeofinformation and measuresrelated to investigations.
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The Parties recognise the importance of secure borders and shall strive to manage

existing and future challenges affecting their borders pursuing an integrated border

management approach. They shall promotelegitimate cross-sectoral responses aiming

at preventing, detecting and where appropriate, repressing cross-border crime and other

risks.
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TITLE Ill

HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Chapeau

The Parties reaffirm their determination to work together towards sustainable

development and poverty eradication in all its forms, tackle inequalities and promote

social cohesion. They also agree to cooperate to ensure that everyone has the

necessary meansto enjoya life in dignity under an adequate standardofliving, with

appropriate social protection systems and social services. Special attention shall

be paid to womenandgirls, youth, children, and the most vulnerable and disadvantaged

people,in line with the principles of leaving no one behind, and of reaching the furthest

behind first. They also agree to work together to address the challenges and

opportunities presented by rapid population growth.

Chapter 1

Accessto social services

Article 1

Education

The Parties shall supportinclusivelifelong learning and equitable quality educationatall

levels. They shall work to ensure that all girls and boys complete free equitable and

quality primary and secondary education and have access to quality early childhood

development, care and pre-primary education with due regard to gender gap. Theyshall

work to ensure equal access for all women and mento affordable quality technical,

vocational and tertiary education, including university. Special attention shall be given to

investing in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) and to

promoting digital education and arts education, forall.

The Parties shall intensify efforts to ensure that everyone has the knowledge, skills, and

capabilities to ensure improved quality oflife, to be fully engagedin society, contribute

to the social and economicwell-being of their communities, and participate actively and

equitably in democratic and culturallife.

The Parties shall promote safe schools and well-functioning education systems with

adequate resourcesfor planning, managing, and ensuring the effectiveness of education

and training including through online and other non-conventional means, and they shall

cooperate to establish and strengthen quality assurance systems, and the mutual

recognition of qualifications and facilitate the mobility of students, staff, and

academics between the OACPSand EUandwithin the OACPS.

Article 2

Health

The Parties recognise that health is central to people’s lives and a keyindicator of

sustainable development. They reaffirm their commitment to protecting and promoting

the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health forall.
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The Parties shall strengthen national health systems, with sustainable health financing

mechanisms and resources, operational infrastructures, skilled health workforce,

including its recruitment and retention, and appropriate technologies, such as digital

tools in support of mobile health development.

The Parties shall promote universal health coverage, equitable and universal access to

comprehensive and quality health care services and accessto safe, effective, quality

and affordable essential medicines and vaccines.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent and address communicable diseases, and other

major trans-boundary health threats, such as anti-microbial resistance, and to reduce

the burden of non-communicable diseases through better prevention and control. They

shall cooperate to address global public health emergencies throughinteralia,

the use of early warning systems for swift exchange of information, timely and

efficient delivery of humanitarian assistance andrelief, as well as accelerated

delivery of essential and affordable medicines, vaccines and health equipment.

They agreeto strengtheninternational collaboration, promote the developmentof

coherent multi-sectoral plans to enhance the capacity of health systems and

mitigate the social and economic impacts caused by global health emergencies.

The Parties shall support universal access to sexual and reproductive health

commodities and healthcare services, including for family planning, information and

education, and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and

programmes.

Article 3

FoodSecurity and Improved Nutrition

The Parties recognise that food and nutrition insecurity constitutes major global

challengesin the fight against poverty and growing inequality and therefore they agree

to address their structural causes, including conflicts, crises, natural resource

degradation andclimate change.

The Parties shall promoteresilient livelihoods, secure accessto land, water and other

resources, and promoteinclusive and sustainable growthin agricultural production and

productivity and efficient value chains.

The Parties shall promote actions on adaptation to climate change and variability

throughoutthe food production value chains.

The Parties shall aim at providing access for all to affordable, safe, sufficient, and

nutritious food, increasing the capacity for diversified food production, developing food

security and nutrition policies, as well as social protection mechanismsfor food security

and improved nutrition that enhance resilience of the most vulnerable, particularly in

countries facing recurrent crises.

The Parties shall strengthen coordinated, accelerated and cross-sectoral efforts to end

hunger, address all forms of malnutrition and ensure that famine be avoidedin all

circumstances.
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Article 4

Water, Sanitation services and Housing

The Parties shall promote universal access to adequate and safe drinking water,

including through sustainable and integrated water resources and systems

management,as well as moreefficient use of water and waterrecycling.

The Parties shall aim at ensuring adequate and equitable accessto sanitation services,

including waste management and hygiene promotionfor all, paying special attention to

the needs of women andgirls and those in vulnerable situations.

The Parties acknowledge that adequate, safe and affordable housing has a

transformative impact on vulnerable and marginalised communities and significant

impacts on the health of people and the socio-economic development of their

communities. The Parties shall work towards ensuring access to adequate, safe and

affordable housingfor all through the developmentof policies, strategies, planning and

building codes, and to upgrading slums.

The Parties shall promote accessto affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy

for all, and well-established energy systemsthat support, inter alia water, sanitation and

housing sectors.

Chapter 2

Inequality and Social Cohesion

Article 1

Social cohesion and protection

The Parties shall promote the enhancement of social cohesion by progressively

achieving greater equality and social inclusiveness and ensuring that human andsocial

developmentadvancesin parallel with economic development, leaving no one behind.

Special attention shall be paid to those whoarein disadvantaged, vulnerable and

marginalised situations, including the elderly and the orphans,in line with the principles

of solidarity and non-discrimination. In particular, they shall promote: (a) economic

policies oriented to a moreinclusive society allowing for a betterdistribution of income

and value created; b) equitable and soundfiscal and wagepolicies, allowing for a better

redistribution of wealth, ensuring adequatelevels of social expenditure and reducing the

informal economy;(c) effective social policies and equitable accessto social services,

social assistance and security, and justice; d) employmentpolicies directed to achieve

full and productive employment and decent work forall, including young people and

personswith disabilities, and to achieve equal pay for equal work.

The Parties shall promote the development and implementationpolicies and of systems

of social protection and security in order to eradicate poverty and enhancesocial

cohesion. They acknowledge the transformative role in societies of social protection

policies and systems, fostering equity, promoting social inclusion and dialogue with

social partners, and strengthening inclusive and equitable economic growth, and they

commit to the building of progressively universal nationally-owned social protection

systems,including the adoption of minimum social protection floors.
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The Parties shall promote the rights of persons with disabilities to ensure their full

inclusion in society and their equal participation in the labour market, taking into account

their specific needs. They shall take concrete stepsto sign, ratify and fully implement the

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Article 2

Decent work

The Parties reaffirm their commitmentto achieving full and productive employment and

decent work for all women and men,including for young people and persons with

disabilities. To this effect, they shall promote the Decent Work Agenda,as setout in the

2008 ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization.

The Parties reaffirm their obligations as membersof the ILO including making sustained

and continuousefforts to ratify the relevant conventions, and their commitments under

the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work andits Follow-Up.

Theyreaffirm their commitment to the internationally recognised core labour standards,

as defined by the relevant ILO Conventions andprotocols on the freedom of association

and the right to collective bargaining, the abolition of forced labour and ending of modern

slavery and humantrafficking, the elimination of child labour with priority given to the

worst forms, minimum age at work, equal remuneration, and non-discrimination in

respect to employment. They shall make sustained and continuousefforts to ratify these

Conventions and protocols,if they have not yet done so.

The Parties shall promote safe and secure working environmentsforall workers. They

shall adopt and implement measures and policies regarding occupational safety and

health, both in the formal and informal economy, and work towards establishing and

maintaining an effective labour inspection system, in line with international labour

standards as defined by ILO.

Chapter3

Population and Development

Article 1

Demography

The Parties acknowledge that demographic growth and demographic shifts can have

significant impact on development gains and economic progress. They shall commit to

working together towards an integrated approach that minimises the challenges and

maximises the benefits of a demographic dividend. To this end, they shall aim to

establish, support, maintain and sustain structural reforms and transformations in

economic and social systems to create decent education, employmentandlivelihood

opportunities for an emerging young population.

The Parties shall support inclusive policy dialogue processes and incorporate

demographictrends and projectionsinto all policies in orderto: (i) empower and promote

the full and active participation of children and young people in society; and (ii) empower

and safeguard the needsofthe elderly and to enabletheir active engagement.
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The Parties shall enhance urbanisation that is inclusive and sustainable, through

effective urban governance andplanning, with a view to minimising any adverse impact

on the environment and addressing any other negative social and economic

consequencescausedby rapid population growth in urban areas. They shall work to

address effectively the challenges and opportunities presented by rapid urbanisation,

including national urban policies, participatory integrated urban planning, municipal

service delivery including waste management, financing of urban development and

infrastructures, to create resilient and liveable cities and towns.

Article 2

Youth

The Parties agree to promote the active participation of young people in society,

including in the development, implementation, and follow-up of policies affecting them.

This shall include support in acquiring knowledge,skills, and capabilities to engagefully

in society, including labour market-relevant skills, through education, vocational and

technical training, and accessto digital technologies.It shall further include the creation

of decent employment opportunities, including through support to youth

entrepreneurship, promotion of youth empowerment and responsible citizenship, by

opening spaces for the youth active participation in political and cultural life, in

peacebuilding and sustaining peace, also with a view to countering radicalisation and

violent extremism.

The Parties further agree that providing a safe and nurturing environmentfor children is

a vital element in fostering a healthy young population, able to reachits full potential,

including physical, psychological, social and economic dimensions. They shall work to

ensurethat girls’ and boys’rights and needsare recognised andrealised, from birth and

early childhood to adolescence and the transition into adulthood. They shall work to

improvethe protection of children, andtheir participation in decisions that concern them.

Article 3

Gender, equality and women andgirls’ empowerment

The Parties acknowledge that gender equality and women’s economic empowerment

are essential to achieve equitable sustainable developmentandinclusive growth.

The Parties shall undertake reforms,including through the creation and consolidation of

legal frameworks, to give women equal rights to economic and financial resources, as

well as access to, ownership and control over land and natural resources,inheritance,

and other forms of property. They shall undertake actions to increase the full and

effective participation of womenin politicallife.

The Parties, in addition to equal access to employment and decent work conditions, shall

promote the recognition of unpaid care and domestic work through the provisionof public

services, infrastructure and social protection policies and the promotion of shared

responsibilities within the household and the family at large.

The Parties shall commit to the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform

for Action and the Programmeof Action of the International Conference on Population

and Developmentand the outcomesof their review conferences and shall commit to

sexual and reproductive health and rights, in this context. [EU: Having that in mind,
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the Parties shall [OACPS: in accordance with national context,] commit to the

promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right of every individual to havefull

control over, and decidefreely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality

and sexual and reproductive health, freefrom-discrimination,ceercion-_andviolence.

They shall further stress the need for universal access to quality and affordable

comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information, education, including

[OACPS: age-appropriate] comprehensive sexuality education, and health-care

services.]

The Parties acknowledgethat menstrual health and managementis important for women

and girls’ health, as well as for their dignity, mobility, and well-being, and they therefore

agree to promote adequate and appropriate supporting measures.

Chapter 4

Culture

Article 1

Culture and sustainable development

The Parties reaffirm that culture is a key element of sustainable development and an

integral componentof its social, economic and environmental dimensions. They shall

thus commit to the integration of a cultural perspective in their developmentpolicies and

strategies, by taking into consideration cultural specificities, and local and indigenous

knowledge systems.

The Parties shall strengthen the contribution of cultural actors to sustainable

developmentthroughthe participation in enhanced dialogue, professional networks and

multi-stakeholder partnerships.

Article 2

Cultural diversity and mutual understanding

The Parties recognize that all human beings havetheright to participate freely in the

culturallife of the community, consistent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

and commit to protect and conservecultural rights and freedom ofartistic expression.

The Parties agree to promote a vision of human and social development that

incorporates dialogue among cultures and the recognition of cultural diversity as

commonheritage of humanity. They commit to strengthening mutual understanding and

knowledge of their respective cultures, with due respect for their diversity, universal

values and humanrights, by fostering the cultural dimension in education, as well as

cultural exchanges and joint initiatives geared towards encouraging intercultural

dialogue.
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The Parties recognize the role that culture plays in the preservation of peace and

national cohesion. They affirm that respect for the diversity of cultures, tolerance,

dialogue and cooperation, in a climate of mutual trust and understanding, are key

towards establishing and maintaining peace and security and in reconciliation

processes, as well as in restoring collective memory and the social linkages among

communities. They will strengthen the role of culture in building resilience as well as

achieving sustainable post-crisis recovery and reconstruction, particularly in urban

development.

Article 3

Cultural heritage and creative sectors

The Parties shall promote the recognition of heritage as a unifying factor, which may

reflect diverse identities and legacies, while nurturing the creation of shared values. They

shall work to conserve, protect, safeguard, and develop both tangible and intangible

cultural heritage, in accordancewith international standards and conventions as a

vehicle for social cohesion, creativity and innovation.

The Parties agree that the cultural and creative sectors are central to inclusive economic

growth, diversification and the creation of job opportunities. To this end, they shall

support cultural entrepreneurship and the long-term developmentof cultural and creative

sectors.

[OACPS:The Parties acknowledgetheinalienability of heritage in the identity and

culturallife of communities. They also resolve to addressthe return, restitution

and conservation of cultural property through continuous dialogue, capacity

building and collaboration among cultural heritage professionals, source

communities, memory institutions and governments concerned.]
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TITLE IV

INCLUSIVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Chapeau

The Parties recognise the importance of strengthening their economicrelationsin their

mutual interest and for mutual benefit, with a view to achieving structural economic

transformation through inclusive, sustainable economic growth and developmentin line

with the SDGs,taking into accounttheir respective levels of development. They shall

pursue integrated strategies that incorporate the economic, social, and environmental

dimensions of sustainable development. They shall take appropriate measures to

generate decentjobsforall and support the transition to low-emission, resource-efficient

economies and support the socio-economic empowerment of marginalised groups,

womenandyouth.

The Parties shall support private sector development, attract and retain domestic and

foreign investment, including investments from the diaspora. They shall bolster trade

and cooperate on science, technology, innovation and research, aimed at establishing

strong, competitive and diversified economies, deepening regional integration, and

fostering the integration of ACP economiesinto regional and global value chains. They

shall work towards improved macroeconomic and financial stability to generate

increased investment and strengthen sustainable economic growth. They agree to

enhance productive and regulatory capacities, strengthen entrepreneurship, and

promote manufacturing and industrialisation, focusing on innovation and value addition

in the productive and services sectors. The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen

capacities to facilitate structural economic transformation and enhancing sustainable

trade.

The Parties shall promote public-private dialogue focusing on issues that positively

impacttheir efforts on economic transformation and sustainable economic growth, and

shall engage with all relevant stakeholders and ensure respect for and protection of

humanrights and core labour standards.

Chapter 1

Investment

Article 1

Mobilisation of Sustainable and Responsible Investment

The Parties undertake to mobilise sustainable and responsible investment with a view

to enhancinginclusive and sustainable economic growth and development.To that end,

they shall establish a conducive investmentclimate, which attracts domestic and foreign

investment,including investment from the diaspora, and maintainsthe right to regulate,

through transparent, predictable, and efficient regulatory, administrative and policy

frameworks.

The Parties agree to support the necessary economic and institutional reforms and

policies that are grounded in a country’s overall development strategy and that are

coherent and synergistic at both the national, regional andinternationallevel, aiming at

creating a conducive environment for sustainable investment and facilitating the

developmentof a dynamic, viable and competitive private sector.
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The Parties shall cooperate to establish soundfinancial systems to mobilise investment

for sustainable projects. They shall support investmentby increasing accessto financing

through technical assistance, grants, guarantees andinnovative financial instruments to

mitigate risk, boost investor confidence, and leverage private and public sources of

finance. In doing so, they shall also take accountof the need to address marketfailures

or sub-optimal investmentsituations while ensuring additionality of investment that would

not have taken place without these support measures. They shall pay special attention

to the priority sectors laid out in Article ChapterII Article 2.5.

The Parties agree to improve the regulatory environment as well as the quality,

availability and accessibility of financial and non-financial services, to support the

development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in the context of domestic

investment mobilisation.

The Parties understand and recognise the importance of Responsible Investment by the

relevant actors as a means to achieving long-term sustainable economic, social and

environmental value. In support of this objective, they shall therefore promote corporate

social responsibility (CSR) practices and responsible business conduct (RBC), including

internationally recognised implementation guidelines, standards and applicable

instruments, that provide guidance to investors, governments and other actors on

implementation of CSR and RBC,as a complementto national laws and other applicable

legislation.

Article 2

InvestmentFacilitation and Protection

The Parties agree to facilitate investment through legislation, regulations and policies

aimed at reducing regulatory and administrative barriers, enhancing transparency and

avoiding harmful competition for investment. They agree that such measuresshall be

developedin a transparent manner, encouraging public-private dialogue and providing

the opportunity for all stakeholders to participate, and shall be made publicly available.

The Parties shall cooperate to promotetheeffective utilisation of digital tools to facilitate

investment.

In line with their respective strategies, the Parties agree on the importanceofproviding

legal certainty and adequate protection to established investments whose treatment

shall be non-discriminatory in nature and shall include effective dispute prevention and

resolution mechanisms. In this regard, they reaffirm the importance of concluding

international investment agreements, which fully preserve their sovereign right to

regulate investmentfor legitimate public policy purposes.

The Parties shall strengthen the capacity of relevant public and private institutions to

effectively promote and facilitate investment, and prevent and handle investment-related

disputes.
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Chapter2

Economic growth,diversification, and industrialisation

Article 1

Inclusive and Sustainable Growth

The Parties agree on the importance of economic transformation, private sector

developmentandindustrial advancementfor inclusive and sustainable growth. They

shall promotefull and productive employment and decentworkforall through enhanced

competitiveness, diversification, digitalisation, innovation, access to finance, value

addition in manufacturing and services sectors, and linkages among sectors and

industries. They shall pay particular attention to local micro, small and medium

enterprises and the formalisation of informal economicactivities.

The Parties shall promote the transition to a low-emission and resource efficient

economy. They shall support sustainable consumption and production approaches,

environmentally sound waste and chemicals management and measures reducingall

formsofpollution. The Parties agree that well managedurbanisationis a critical element

in advancing sustainable economic development. They shall therefore cooperate on

effectively addressing the challenges and opportunities presented by rapid urbanisation,

support urban developmentandinfrastructures and effective rural-urbanlinkages.

The Parties agree to cooperatein the area of employmentandsocialaffairs,in particular,

to support the economic and social inclusion and empowerment of women, youth and

the poorest and most vulnerable. They further agree to ensure respect for labour and

social standards enshrinedin the Conventions and Protocols of the International Labour

Organisation and accessto justice under due processincluding appropriate and effective

remedies.

Article 2

Economic Transformation and Industrialisation

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation in the area of economic transformation,

including industrialisation. They shall promote the transition from commodity

dependence to diversified economies, and natural resources beneficiation, value-

addition and the integration into regional and global value chains. The Parties agree on

the important role that the services sector plays in economic transformation and

industrialisation.

The Parties shall cooperate to support the development of productive capacities,

improved productivity, diversification and competitiveness. They shall endeavour to

overcoming supply-side constraints through, inter-alia, promoting technological

enhancementand innovation, and dissemination, improved business and investment

climates, strengthened regulatory capacities, macroeconomic stability as well as the

developmentof efficient capital markets and sound financial systems for improved

access to Finance particularly for the private sector. To this end, they affirm the

importance of the digitalisation of the economy in accelerating productive capacity

development. Focusshall be on sectors and industries with high-value adding and high

decentjob creation potential.
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The Parties commit to improving macroeconomic and financial stability by pursuing

sound and transparent fiscal and monetary policies, to promote economicand structural

reforms so as to create a conducive environmentfor increased investments and foster

private sector development. The Parties further recognise the importance of the

independenceof central banksin the setting of their policy objectives and in the conduct

of monetary policies. They further agree to maintain dialogue and exchangeinformation

between their authorities, as appropriate, to improve the understanding of the

fundamentals of the Parties’ respective economies.

The Parties shall intensify efforts in technical and vocational education and training as

well as in research and innovation, and link such measures moreeffectively to the

opportunities and skill-needsof the labour market. They shall cooperate to leverage each

other's experiences,including in the developmentof productive capacities through skills

developmentand promotion of technology transfer, fostering linkages between ACP and

EU firms, with an emphasis on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.

The Parties reaffirm the significant role of infrastructure in addressing supply side

constraints and in the development of competitive regional and sub-regional value

chains through the facilitation of efficient movement of goods,services and capital. They

shall further cooperate to develop efficient and sustainable infrastructure — including

transport (air, land and sea), energy, water, and digital connectivity with due regard to

the diverse needs of the Least Developed, Landlocked and Island Economies.

Accordingly, they shall cooperate to mobilise public and private resources including

through investmentfor infrastructure development.

The Parties, with commitment to pursue shared economic growth, agree to cooperate,

inter alia, on the following areas regarded as priority sectors: Agriculture and

Agribusiness, Livestock and Leather, Blue Economy,fisheries, Mining and Extractives

Industries, Cultural and Creative Industries, sustainable Tourism, sustainable Energy,

ICTs and Transport. The Parties underscorethesignificant role of these sectors in value

addition, decent job creation, enhancing productive capacities and to the overall efforts

on economictransformation. They shall accordingly cooperate in the identification of the

drivers of growth for each sector, in mobilising investment and in addressing the

constraints that undermine the establishment of backward andforward linkages.

[The Parties recognise the critical role played by agriculture and rural developmentin

decent job creation and increase of revenues for the poorest communities. They

therefore commit to increase sustainable and quality agricultural production, productivity,

and processing with a view to enhancing food and nutrition security and improving value

chains. To this end, they agree to cooperate to support mechanism/frameworks,at the

appropriate levels, to promote dialogue in the agricultural sector, stimulate transfer of

skills and technology, strengthen cooperation for cross-fertilisation of experiences and

dissemination of best practices, with particular focus at the regionallevel.]
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Article 3

Private Sector Development

The Parties, recognising the importance of private sector development for economic

transformation andjob creation, shall aim at promoting entrepreneurship and developing

and improving the competitiveness of enterprises. A particular focus shall be given to

micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), including start-ups, promoting

enabling legal, administrative and institutional frameworks, in view of their successful

integration into sustainable supply and value chains. Attention shall also be paid to the

informal sector and to upgrading informal economicactivities into formal ones and to

encouragingthe integration of sustainability-related objectives in business models. The

Parties further agree to support the development of entrepreneurship among women

and youth in the context of their economic empowerment and promotion of inclusive

development. Theyaffirm the importance of building regional and national capacities in

order to improve competitiveness in medium and high-tech manufacturing.

The Parties shall promote public- private sector dialogue and cooperation, including

through Private Sector business fora. They shall strengthen cooperation for cross-

fertilisation of experiences and dissemination of best practices that foster

entrepreneurship, promote business-to-business dialogue and contacts, and stimulate

transfers of skills and technology.

The Parties agree on the need to set up national strategies and the appropriate

legislation to develop better financial inclusion policies and appropriate legislation, in

order to improve access to finance, financial and non-financial services, including

through innovative financing mechanisms,with particular attention to the provision of

affordable credit for family farmers, smallholders, MSMEs, women and youth

entrepreneurs.

The Parties acknowledgethatboth public and private sourcesof finance play a key role

in supporting private sector development, particularly through tools and mechanisms

such as public-private partnerships (PPP) and blended finance, and in stimulating

investmentacrossrelevant sectorsincluding infrastructure development. Accordingly,

they shall cooperate to develop transparent and predictable frameworks and strategies

for the use of PPPs including strengthening institutional capabilities to negotiate,

implement and monitor projects under a PPP arrangement.

Chapter3

Science, Technology Innovation and Research

Article 1

Science, TechnologyandInnovation

The Parties recognise the role of science, technology and innovation (STI) in expanding

the frontiers of knowledge, accelerating and leapfrogging transition to sustainable

development through economic transformation, value-chain addition and inter-firm

linkages, fostering knowledge development and human empowerment, particularly of

women and youth, and supporting decision and policy makers in the pursuit of

sustainable development.
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The Parties shall work towards developing knowledge-basedsocieties. They agree to

invest in human capital, promote the adoption of coherent and comprehensive policy

and regulatory frameworks, and developinfrastructure connectivity and digitals tools.

The Parties shall enhance cooperation on the basis of mutual benefit, building on

existing mechanisms while exploring new paths in funding STI, subject to appropriate

and effective protection of intellectual property rights. They shall promote indigenous,

traditional and local knowledgeasa tool for bridging knowledge and technology gapsin

relevant sectors.

The Parties shall encourage investmentin the creation, diffusion and transfer of new

technologies with particular attention to clean and innovative technologies that protect

the environment. They shall promote renewable energy and cooperate in the

developmentof productive and regulatory capacity.

The Parties shall address the potential impact of technologies on society, tackle

cybersecurity and assure protection of personal data, and consider the effects of

disruptive technology,including artificial intelligence and robotics.

The Parties recognise the role of space as an enablerfor social and economic benefits,

including in the areas of environment, climate change, ocean governance,transport,

energy, agriculture, mining, and forestry. They shall cooperate on matters of common

interest in the areaof civil space activities, such as space research, Global Navigation

Satellite Systems application and services, development of satellite augmentation

systems, use of Earth Observation application and services and Earth Science.

Article 2

Research and Development

The Parties agree that research is critical to create economic prosperity and

opportunities for decent work, and can makea pivotal contribution to the achievement

of objectives of this Agreement.

The Parties shall encourage the generation and dissemination of new knowledge,taking

account of its potential impacts on the environment and society, including harmful

effects. They shall support skills enhancementto keep pace with technological advances

and innovation and mobility and training of researchers. They shall promote partnerships

between industry, academia and the public sector as well as activities of the private

sector aimed at gathering knowledge andtesting ideas in view of generating new

products with real commercial potential, paying special attention to women and youth as

innovators.

The Parties shall promote investments in research and developmentespecially in high

added-value segments of value chains and shall endeavour to address societal

challenges especially in the areas of environment, climate change, energy, food safety

and security, and health.
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Article 3

ICT and Digital Economy

The Parties shall cooperate to reduce the digital divide by promoting cooperation with

regard to the developmentof the information society to benefit citizens and businesses

through accessibility of information and communication technologies (ICT) adapted to

local circumstances. They shall support measures that enable easy access to ICT

through, amongst others, the use of affordable and renewable energy resources and the

developmentand redeploymentof low-cost wire-less networks. They shall work towards

greater complementarity and harmonisation of communication systems and their

adaptation to new technologies.

The Parties agree on the central role of the digital economy as an amplifier and

accelerator for change that can drive significant economic diversification, create jobs,

and enable leapfrog growth. They agree to advancedigitalisation with a view to reducing

transaction costs and lessening information asymmetries with the aim of improving

productivity and sustainability.

The Parties shall promote and support digital entrepreneurship, particularly by women

and youth, and digital transformation of MSMEs. They shall encourage the development

of e-commerce to revamp supply chains and expand markets, the expansion of e-

banking, including for reducing costs of remittances, and the deployment of e-

governancesolutions.

The Parties shall cooperate on developing and managing privacy and data protection

policies, promote measurestofacilitate data flows, and support regulatory framework to

promote the production, sale and deliveryof digital products.

Chapter 4

Trade Cooperation

Article 1

Trade and Sustainable Development

The Parties recognise that social and economic development and environmental

protection are interdependent and mutually reinforcing and reaffirm their commitment,

with due regard to their respective levels of development, to enhancetheintegration of

sustainable development, consisting of economic development, social development and

environmental protection, in every aspect of their trade relations so as to promote

sustainable growth. To that end, the Parties shall encouragein their trade relationships

a high level of environmental, social and labour protection in particular those

commitments specified in Article [X] and Chapters | to III of Title IV [Environment

sustainability and climate change], and in Chapter 2 [Inequality and social cohesion] of

Title Il [Human and social development] in this Part of [Strategic priorities, to achieve the

objectives of the agreed global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the 2030

Agendafor Sustainable Development. The Parties further agree that environmental and

social measures should not be usedfor protectionist purposes.
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The Parties agreethatit is inappropriate to encourage trade and investment by lowering

or offering to lower the level of domestic protection afforded in environmental or labour

laws,or their enforcement.

The Parties recognize their respective rights to determine sustainable development

policy objectives andpriorities and establish their own levels of domestic protection in

the environmental, including climate change, and social and labour areas as they deem

appropriate provided that the adopted laws and policies are not inconsistent with their

commitments to internationally recognised protection standards and_ relevant

agreements.

The Parties shall promote trade in products obtained through the sustainable

management, conservation and efficient use of natural resources. The Parties shall also

cooperate to promotetrade and investmentin goodsandservices ofparticular relevance

for climate change mitigation, including in low-carbon manufactured and remanufactured

products, renewable energy, and energy-efficient products and services in accordance

with their international commitments.

The Parties shall cooperate to promote coherence and mutual supportiveness between

trade, labour and environmentalpolicies, and shall strengthen dialogue, and exchange

of information and bestpractices, on trade-related aspects of sustainable development,

including with the involvement of relevant stakeholders. In that context, they further

agree to cooperate to promote social responsibility CSR) practices and responsible

business conduct (RBC) including internationally recognised guidelines, standards and

applicable instruments by incorporating these practices into trade and business

activities. In addition, cooperation shall aim to address the challenges and opportunities

posedbythe trade-related aspectsof private and public voluntary sustainable assurance

schemes linked inter alia to labour, environment, conservation of biodiversity,

sustainable use and managementof forest resources and sustainable fishing practices

and trade in sustainably managedfish products.

The Parties agree to maintain or establish, where appropriate, systems to support and

monitor the effective implementation of the global framework of social, labour and

environmentalstandardsin the contextoftheir trade relations, including by strengthening

institutional capacities to adopt and enforce relevantlegislation.

Article 2

Trade Arrangements

The Parties recognise the importance of building on the achievements of the Cotonou

Agreementin the context of their trade relations. They underline the significance oftrade

in their overall relations and undertake to promotetheintensification and diversification

of trade flows to their mutual benefit in particular in view of the integration of ACP

economiesinto the regional and global value chains.

The Parties agree that trade cooperation shall be conducted in accordance with the

rules-based multilateral trading system with a view to enhancing free, fair, and open

trade for achieving sustainable growth and development, especially in ACP States. To

this end, cooperation shall be in compliance with the obligations assumed by both

Parties within the World Trade Organization (WTO) framework, including provisions for

Special and Differential treatment (S&D).
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The Parties acknowledge the importance of concluding trade arrangements, to achieve

greatertrade opportunities and fostertheir effective integration into the global economy.

The Parties recognize their respective right to enter into regional or multilateral

arrangementsfor reduction or elimination of non-tariff measuresaffecting trade in goods

and services. The Parties further endeavourto limit possible negative impactsof their

respective trade arrangementswith third Parties on the competitive positions each Party

enjoysin the others’ home markets.

Bearing in mind the need of building on their existing preferential trade arrangements

and Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) as instruments of their trade

cooperation, the Parties recognise that cooperation shall primarily be strengthened to

support concrete implementation of those existing instruments.

In doing so, the signatories to the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) reaffirm

their commitments to take all necessary measuresto ensuretheir full implementation,

which should be conduciveto their economic growth and developmentwhile contributing

to the deepening of the regional integration processes within the ACP. The Parties

recognize the importance of broadening the scope of EPAs and encouraging the

accession of new member States. In that context, the Parties agree to maintain or

establish, at appropriate levels, ACP-EU arrangements to monitor implementation of

EPAsandassesstheir impact of EPA implementation on the development of ACP

economies across ACPregions andontheir regional integration processes.

[EU: The Parties to the Economic Partnership Agreements confirm that respect

for human rights, democratic principles, the rule of law, as well as the non-

proliferation of weaponsof massdestruction,as laid downin Articles [X] and [Y],

respectively, constitute the essential elements and good governance,as laid

down in Article [Z], the fundamental element of the Economic Partnership

Agreements, and that the proceduresof Article XX shall apply mutatis mutandis

in case a Party considers that another Party hasfailed to fulfil its obligations

prescribedin Articles [X] and [Y].]

The Parties further agree that their cooperation shall contribute to intensifying regional

integration efforts and processeswithin Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific and further

encouragingintra-ACPregionaltrade.

The Parties underline the importanceof their active participation in the WTO aswell as

in other relevant international organisations by becoming members of these

organisations, and closely following their agenda and activities. They agree to cooperate

closely in identifying and furthering their commoninterestsin international economic and

trade cooperationin particular in the WTO.In this context, particular attention shall be

paid to improve access to the EU and other markets for goods and servicesoriginating

in the ACPcountries.

The Parties also agree on the importanceofflexibility in WTO rules to take accountof

the different levels of development of the ACP countries and regions as well of the

difficulties faced in meeting their obligations. They therefore further agree to cooperate

to develop the necessary and appropriate capacity to effectively implement their WTO

commitments. The Parties also recognise the innovative approach to special and

differential treatment inherent in the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement that enables

LDCs and developing countries to fully implement their commitments contingent on the

delivery of the requisite trade support in conformity with their implementation notifications

underthe TFA.
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The Parties recognize the importance of enhancing dialogue to addresstrade and trade-

related issues of commoninterest. They agree to promotethe involvementofcivil society

and the private sector in these dialogues.

[Article 3

Trade in Services]

The Parties agree that trade in services is a powerful engine for the growth and

development of their economies and further reaffirm their respective rights and

obligations under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).In this regard,

the Parties commit to cooperating and enhancingtrade in services, especially in modes

of supply of export interest to them including the movement of natural persons for

business purposes, and in sectors that they consider as priorities including the

information and communication technologies sector (ICT); tourism; transport;

environmental services, financial services; cultural and creative industries, and sporting

services.

The Parties shall cooperate to address barriers to trade in services with a view of

facilitating access to market and enhancingtrade. Theyfurther agree to strengthentheir

cooperation to support the development of domestic regulatory frameworks and

capacities, improve the ability of service providers to comply with the EU and ACP

regulations and standards at continental, regional, national, and sub-national levels, and

encouragethe establishmentof mutual recognition agreements where appropriate in the

identified service sectors of mutual interest in paragraph 1.

[EU: The Parties acknowledge the importance of cost-effective and efficient

maritime transport services as the main modeoftransportation facilitating trade.

They undertake to promotetheliberalisation of maritime transport and to this end

apply effectively the principle of unrestricted accessto the international maritime

transport market on a non-discriminatory and commercial basis. Each Party shall

grant, interalia, a treatment no less favourable than that accordedto its own ships,

for ships operated by nationals or companies of the other Party, and for ships

registeredin the territory of either Party, with respect to accessto ports, the use

ofinfrastructures and auxiliary maritime services of those ports as well as related

fees and charges, customfacilities and the assignmentof berths andfacilities for

loading and unloading.]

Article 4

Trade-related Areas

The Parties acknowledgethe growing importance of non-tariff measures (NTMs)in trade

as tariff barriers fall. They therefore recognise the need for cooperating with a view to

monitoring and removing unnecessary obstacles to trade thereby increasing and

facilitating trade between EU and ACPStates and amongst ACP States.In this respect,

the Parties agree to maintain or establish, where appropriate arrangements to address

NTMsthat may negatively affect exports to the other side’s market.

The Parties agree to enhance the cooperation in the field of standardization and

certification of goodsto prevent, identify and eliminate unnecessary technicalbarriers to

trade within the scope of the WTO Agreementon Technical Barriers to Trade (the “TBT
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Agreement”) and shall endeavour to build on it by increasing and strengthening

transparency. The Parties further agree to cooperate to establish and enhancetechnical

capabilities and institutional infrastructure on matters concerning technical barriers to

trade.

The Parties reaffirm the rights of each Party to adopt or to enforce sanitary and

phytosanitary measures to protect human, animal or plantlife or health in its territory

while ensuring that such SPS measures adopted by each Party do not create

unnecessary obstacles to trade, pursuant to the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and

Phytosanitary measures (the “SPS Agreement”). To this end, the Parties agree to

enhance their collaboration for the effective implementation of the principles and

disciplines of the SPS Agreement while taking account of their respective levels of

development. In this context, the Parties shall cooperate to address sanitary and

phytosanitary issues, including managementof anti-microbial resistance, and animal

welfare matters, in order to strengthen the Parties’ capacities and improve accessto the

otherParties’ markets whilst safeguarding the appropriate level of protection of humans,

animals and plants.

The Parties acknowledgethat the intellectual property system is intended to promote

economic, social and cultural progress by stimulating creative work and technological

innovation; and especially between the EU and the ACPregions while contributing to a

more sustainable and inclusive economy. In that context, the Parties reaffirm the

importance of IP protection and enforcement, as stated in Article 7 of the TRIPS

Agreement, that should contribute to the promotion of technological innovation and to

the transfer and dissemination of technology, to the mutual advantage of producers and

users of technological knowledge and in a manner conducive to social and economic

welfare, and to a balance of rights and obligations The Parties recognise the need to

protectintellectual property rights, including copyright and related rights, trademarks,

geographical indications, industrial designs, topographies of integrated circuits, plant

variety rights and patents. This protection shall also include protection against unfair

competition as well as protection of undisclosed information. The Parties underline the

importance,in this context, of adherence to the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of

Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) of the WTO, the Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD) and conventions referred to in Part | of the TRIPS

Agreement, in line with their level of development. The Parties further underline the

importance of cooperation and technical assistancein the field of intellectual property

for measures, procedures and remedies necessary to ensure the enforcementof these

intellectual property rights with a view to achieving an effective level of protection

especially in the ACP States.

The Parties reaffirm that the introduction and implementation of effective and sound

competition policies and rules are of crucial importance in order to improve and secure

an investmentfriendly climate, a sustainable industrialisation process and transparency

in the access to markets. They therefore undertake to implement national or regional

rules and policies to effectively tackle anti-competitive business practices including

subsidies related to economicactivities granted by the Parties, which have the potential

to distort the properfunctioning of markets and to negatively affect the trade interests of

the other Parties. They undertake to ensure a level playing field between public and

private marketparticipants. The Parties also agree to reinforce cooperation in this area

with a view to formulating and supporting effective competition policies with the

appropriate national and regional authorities that progressively ensure the efficient
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enforcement of competition rules. In this context, the Parties agree to cooperate to

develop the adequate capacities with a view to establishing the appropriate legal

framework for competition protection and its enforcement through appropriate

competition agencies,in particularin the territory of ACP States.

The Parties agree to increase cooperation to ensure a better operation of international

commodity markets and market transparency.

The Parties recognise the importance of transparent public procurement to promote

economic development and industrialisation. The Parties agree on the importance of

cooperation to enhance the mutual understanding of their respective public procurement

systems. The Parties commit to the principles of and shall cooperate on transparency,

competitiveness and predictability of procurement systems.

[Article 5

Trade Facilitation]

The Parties recognise the importance of reducing trade costs to achieve inclusive and

sustainable growth in their economies. They shall therefore cooperate to simplify

import, export, transit and other customs proceduresincludingdigitalization of customs

and clearance procedures as well as increase the transparency of customs and trade

regulations and facilitate legitimate trade, building on their respective commitments

under the WTO Agreementon Trade Facilitation (TFA). In line with the TFA provisions,

the ACP States require adequate and predictable technical assistance to build their

capacities to fully implement this agreement. The Parties further commit to providethis

assistance based on the implementation needs of the ACP countries as notified under

the TFA.
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TITLE V

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Chapeau

The Parties agree that environmental degradation, unsustainable use of natural

resources and climate change posea serious threat to the attainment of sustainable

developmentandplaceatrisk the lives, the quality oflife and livelihoods of current and

future generations.In this regard, they reaffirm the needfor a high level of environmental

protection and effective conservation and sustainable managementof natural resources,

including biological diversity, to agree on ambitious action to manage and reduce the

negative effects of climate change, andto set their economies on sustainable,resilient,

low-carbon growth paths, while contributing to the creation of decentjobsforall.

The Parties are committed to mainstreaming environmental sustainability, the fight

against climate change and the pursuit of environmentally sustainable growthinto all

policies, plans and investments. They shall endeavour to build effective alliances in

international settings on relevant issues with a view to driving global action forward, and

ensuring constructive engagement with local authorities, civil society and the private

sector. The Parties shall effectively implement the multilateral environmental

agreementsthat they haveratified.

The Parties shall seek to build and strengthen resilience, particularly of vulnerable

populations, in the face of environmental and climate changerelated challenges,natural

and man-madedisasters.

The Parties, in promoting environmental sustainability, tackling climate change and

natural disasters, shall take into account: (i) the vulnerability of Small Island Developing

States, Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and coastal

populations including their efforts to adapt,; (ii) the exposure and vulnerability of

countries to worsening droughts, floods, coastal erosion, waterscarcity, land and forest

degradation, biodiversity loss, deforestation and desertification problems; (iii) the need

to minimise, avert and address loss and damagesassociated with the adverse effects

of climate change, including slow onset events such as sealevelrise. (iv) the links

between climate change strategies and disaster risk reduction, resilience and food

security; (v) the crucial role of natural ecosystems for ensuring food security and

nutrition, and fighting climate change; and (vi) the nexus between environmental

degradation and climate change with displacement and migration. (vii) the negative

impact of climate change and environmental degradation on peace and security.

Chapter 1

Environmental Sustainability

Article 1

Environment and Natural Resources

The Parties shall work towards preserving, protecting, improving and rehabilitating the

environment. Tothis end, they shall promote measuresat national, regional and global

level, including in the areas of high biodiversity value and protection of natural

ecosystems,air quality, water quality, water scarcity and droughts, waste management,

industrial pollution and industrial hazards, and chemicals management.
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The Parties shall support the conservation and sustainable management and use of

natural resources,including land, water, forest, biodiversity and ecosystems. They shall

promote action to end trafficking of protected speciesof flora and fauna, and address

both demand and supply ofillegal wildlife products. The Parties shall promote the

sustainable governanceoftenureof land, fisheries and forests.

The Parties shall promote legal instruments, integrated environment and development

strategies, and good governanceforthe integration of biodiversity considerationsin all

relevant sectors in orderto halt biodiversity loss and maintain the delivery of ecosystem

services. They shall promote ecosystem-based approachesand nature-based solutions

to achieve environmental objectives. The Parties recognise the importance of

ecosystems and biodiversity to address climate change and the conservation and

restoration of all ecosystems,including aquatic and terrestrial. They shall also establish,

manage and improve the governanceof protected areas.

The Parties shall promote the conservation and restoration of all ecosystems,including

forests. They recognise that natural ecosystems,in particular forests, offer habitats for

animals and plants, and play a majorrole in mitigating and adapting to climate change,

in biodiversity conservation and in preventing and combating desertification and land

degradation. Forests, wetlands and savannahsalso provide water and soil protection

and protection from natural hazards, and deliver other environmental services.

The Parties shall pursue the fight against desertification, land degradation and drought,

and strive to restore and rehabilitate degraded land andsoil to bring about sustainable

land management and achieve a land degradation-neutral environment. They shall

reduce biodiversity loss, create employment opportunities and help enhance the

provision of ecosystem services and functions, including by enhancing drought risk

preparednessandresilience, as well as further reducing risks and the impact of sand

and dust storms.

The Parties shall promotefair and equitable access and benefit sharing arising from the

utilization of genetic resources and appropriate access to such resources, as

internationally agreed.

The Parties shall support the promotionof circular economy approachesand sustainable

consumption and production practices, and endeavour to make use of the investment

opportunities offered by best available clean technologies.

Chapter2

Oceans,Seas and Marine Resources

Article 1

Ocean governance

The Parties recognize the increasing humanpressures andtheir cumulative impacts on

seas and oceans and acknowledgetheir nature as interconnected common good, whose

conservation, protection and governance is a shared responsibility that require the

collective and coordinated actions of stakeholders. The Parties reaffirm the universal

and unified character of the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea as the

basis for national, regional and global action and cooperation in the marine and maritime

sector, [OACPS: including maritime boundaries delimitation as well as

investigation of sustainable and responsible options for future development of

seabed mineral resources].
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The Parties shall strengthen ocean governance and effectively address the increasing

pressures on seas and oceans, which threaten marine ecosystemsresilience and their

contribution to climate change mitigation and adaptation.

The Parties shall promote and improve the protection and restoration of marine

ecosystems and the conservation and sustainable managementof marine resources,

including in areas beyondtheir respective jurisdiction with a view to achieving healthy

and productive oceans. They shall promote sustainable fisheries management at

national, regional and global levels, by cooperating with relevant regional fisheries

management organisations and by combatting Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated

fishing. The Parties shall promote the conservation of endangered aquatic species and

actions to control pollution and marine litters as well as address the impactsof climate

change,including oceanacidification.

The Parties shall promote the sustainable developmentof a blue economywith the aim

of securing oceans’ contribution to food security and nutrition, improving livelihoods,

creating job opportunities, and ensuring social equity and cultural wellbeing for current

and future generations.

The Parties shall support the implementation of blue growth policies and strategies to

promote an integrated ocean managementthat restores, protects and maintains the

diversity, productivity, resilience, core functions and intrinsic value of marine

ecosystems.

Chapter 3

Climate Change

Article 1

Climate Commitments

The Parties acknowledge that the adverse impacts of climate change and climate

variability pose a threat to the lives and livelihoods of people. They confirm their

commitmentto take urgentaction to preventclimate change, to addressits impacts and

to cooperate in an urgent and coordinated mannerat the international, regional, inter-

regional and nationallevels, to strengthen the global responseto climate change.

The Parties shall effectively implement the United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change and the Paris Agreement adopted under the Convention.

The Parties are committed to meeting the overall goal of holding the increase in global

average temperature to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and

pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius, enhancing the

ability to adapt, reducing vulnerabilities and strengthening resilience, making all

investments andfinancial flows consistent with the Paris Agreement.

Article 2

Climate action

The Parties agree to undertake climate action to address adaptation, mitigation, as well

as meansof implementation and be focused on the most vulnerable countries including

Small Island Developing States, Low-lying Coastal States Least Developed Countries

and Land Locked Developing Countries.

42



The Parties agree to implement and track progress towardstheir Nationally Determined

Contributions (NDCs) and, where appropriate, to formulate mid-century, long-term low

greenhouse gas emission developmentstrategies in order to achieve the temperature

goal agreed in the Paris Agreement, while taking into account different national

circumstancesand evolving economicrealities and capabilities. They commit to enhance

the linkages between NDCs,the 2030 Agenda andtheir national strategies.

The Parties agree to engage in adaptation planning, implementation and monitor

progress in the implementation of National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and other

strategies. They commit to set up and strengtheneffective governancestructuresfor this

purpose. They recognise the needto further strengthening the integration of NAPs and

other adaptation strategies into national strategies and processesin order to achieve

climate-resilient sustainable development.

Article 3

Climate Change and Security

The Parties shall address the security threat that climate change and environmental

degradation pose, particularly in situations of fragility and on the most vulnerable

countries. The Parties shall developresilience strategies taking into account the security

threat.

Chapter 4

Natural Disasters

Article 1

Disaster Risk Reduction and Management

The Parties recognise the negative impacts of natural disasters on sustainable

development, including tsunamis, earthquake and volcanic eruptions, as well as the

increasing frequency andintensity of climate-related phenomenasuch as cyclones and

hurricanes,flooding and droughts.

The Parties shall promote coherent policies and strategies at all levels to identify

vulnerabilities and other drivers of risk. They shall cooperate to enhance disaster

resilience to the short and long-term impacts of disasters and payparticular attention to

coordination, complementarity and synergies between disaster risk reduction and

climate change adaptation strategies. The Parties shall undertake early warning and

preventive action and improve risk reduction and preparedness, by strengthening grass

root communication strategies, risk governance and effectively integrating disaster risk

reduction into developmentstrategies.

The Parties shall systematically integrate comprehensiverisk assessment, management

and resilience in their action, ensuring that individuals, communities, institutions and

countries can better prepare for, withstand, adapt to, and quickly recover from shocks

and aftershocks address anylimitations to adaptive capacity - including when impacts

exceedbestefforts to adapt without compromising long-term developmentprospects.
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The Parties shall address disaster risks taking an integrated multi-hazard approach,

covering the understanding of disaster risk, the strengthening of its governance, and

building institutional capacities for effective implementation of risk informed investments.

They shall ensure inclusive and equitable outcomesto build resilience of the most

vulnerable.

The Parties shall develop strategies to strengthen urban andrural resilience. to improve

disaster risk managementwith particular attention to unplanned settlements.

Article 2

Disaster Response and Recovery

The Parties agree that early and coordinated responseto natural disastersis critical for

the rehabilitation and post disasters recovery. The Parties agree on the importance of

coordinated needs assessments, enhanced disaster preparedness and capacity for

local, early and effective responses that meet the needs of crisis-affected people,

including through effective communication strategies.

The Parties agree that disaster response and recovery efforts shall prioritise, in the short

term, emergency assistance and rehabilitation, including support for early recovery.

They agree that post-emergencyassistanceshall aim at linking the short-term relief with

longer term development, including reconstruction efforts. This entails enhanced

coordination between humanitarian and developmentstakeholders from the crisis onset

to properly building resilience of affected populations.
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[TITLE VI

MIGRATION AND MOBILITY]

Chapeau

The Parties reaffirm their commitment to enhancing cooperation on migration and

mobility, guided by the principles of solidarity, partnership and shared responsibility.

They shall adopt a comprehensive, coherent, pragmatic and balanced approach, in full

respect of international law, including international human rights law and, when

applicable, international refugee law and international humanitarian law, and the

sovereignty of participating states, taking into account EU andnational legislations and

competences. They recognise that migration and mobility can have positive impacts on

sustainable development whenwell managed and acknowledgethe need to address the

negative impacts irregular migration can have on countries of origin, transit and

destination. The parties agree to work on enhancing capacities with the aim of efficient

and effective managementofmigrationin all its aspects. They reiterate their commitment

to ensuring respect for the dignity of all refugees and migrants and protection of their

humanrights. The Parties shall address all relevant aspects of migration and mobility

referred to underthistitle in their regular partnership dialogue.

Chapter1

Legal [Regular] Migration and Mobility

Article 1
Legal Migration and Mobility

The Parties shall seek to reap the dividends of safe, orderly and regular migration and
mobility, in full respect of international law, EU and national competences.In this regard,
they shall develop legal channels for migration, including labour migration and other
mobility schemes,taking into account nationalpriorities and labour market needs.

The Parties shall work to improve and implement transparent and effective requirements
for admission and residence for the purpose of work, research, studies, training, and

voluntary service with a view to facilitate circular migration and mobility. The Parties shall
strengthen transparency of information available to third country nationals regarding
applicable migration rules.

The Parties shall enhance efforts to promote circular migration as a mean to foster
growth and developmentin countries of origin and destination. To this end, they shall
consider schemes for circular migration, and shall implement and improve, as
appropriate, the legal frameworksfor facilitating the re-entry procedures of legally
residing third country nationals and consider aspects of their reintegration in the
countriesoforigin to ensure that their gained experienceor qualifications can benefit the
local labour market and community.

The Parties shall pursue an open dialogue on procedures guiding legal migration,
including family reunification

The parties shall further pursue an open exchange onvisa issues and onfacilitating
mobility and people-to-people contacts including in areas such as tourism, culture,
sports, education, research and business,with a view to fostering mutual understanding

and promoting shared values.
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The Parties shall promote cooperation betweenrelevant agencies andinstitutions, local
authorities, civil society and social partners with a view to encouraging joint research
projects, identification of skills gaps as well as investment and job opportunities and the
evaluation of labour migration policies and strategies.

[The Parties shall cooperate to improve transparency and comparability of [OACPS:all]
qualifications, with the aim offacilitating their recognition [OACPS: for accessto further
learning] as well as their acceptancein the labour market.]

The parties shall cooperate to improve and modernizecivil status registry systems, in
view of enhancing the security and the issuanceofidentity cards and passports.

Article 2
Integration and Nondiscrimination

The Parties shall pursue efforts to adopt effective integration policies for those who
reside legally on theirterritories aimed at granting rights and obligations comparable to
those of their citizens and to promote social cohesion. In this respect, the Parties shall
support the development and implementation of strategies to integrate legally residing
third country nationals into labour markets and host societies, supporting and
strengthening cooperation and coordination of various actors working on integration at
national, regional and locallevels, including local governmentandcivil society.

The Parties agree to ensurefair treatmentof third country nationals whoreside legally
in their territories, enhancement of non-discrimination in economic, social and cultural

life, as well as the development of measures against racism and xenophobia.

The Parties agree that the treatment accordedto legally residing third country nationals
shall be free from any discrimination based on nationality as regards working conditions,
remuneration and dismissal, relative to its own nationals. To this end, the parties shall

cooperate to ensure that migration rules and recruitment mechanismsare guided by fair
and ethical principles that ensure that all legally residing third country nationals are
treated fairly and with dignity in the host countries and are protected against exploitation.

Chapter2

Migration and Development

Article 1

Migration and Development

The Parties agree that well managed migration can be a source ofprosperity, innovation

and sustainable developmentand further agree to cooperate and support countries of

origin, inter alia, by boosting growth and employment opportunities, promoting

investment,private sector development, trade and innovation, education and vocational

training, health, social protection and security, especially for youth and women. They

shall cooperate to create conditions that would limit the negative impact of the loss of

skills on the developmentof the countries of origin.
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Article 2

Diaspora and Development

The Parties acknowledge the meaningful role of Diaspora and the different forms of

contributions that Diaspora members make to the development of their countries of

origin, including through finance, investment, transfer of knowledge, expertise and

technology, cultural linkages, networks and mechanisms, as well as in national

reconciliation processes.

[OACPS: The Parties shall, within the framework of bilateral agreements,

cooperate to addressissuesrelated to the rights of inheritance and the transfer

of moneysourcedfrom frozen financial accounts and pension funds of deceased

migrants with legal status, to the accounts of any beneficiaries identified]. [EU:

The parties shall work towards the [conclusion of social security agreements for

the benefit of migrant workers which ensure the] portability of social rights and

the facilitation of handling legal aspects related to succession matters of legally

residing migrants, at the appropriate level, building on relevant international

conventions.]

Article 3

Remittances

The Parties shall seek to promote cheaper, more secure, and legally compliant, faster

transfers of remittances and facilitate productive domestic investments, including

through the use of new technologies and innovative instruments.

The Parties shall cooperate to reduce to less than 3 percent the transaction costs of

remittances, eliminate remittances corridors with costs higher than 5 percent, in

accordance with internationally agreed targets and improve regulatory frameworks for

enhancedinvolvementof non-traditional players.

Article 4

South-South Migration

The Parties acknowledge the relevance of south-south migration both in terms of

challenges and opportunities, including, the potential benefits of well-managed South-

South migration for sustainable developmentoforigin, transit and destination countries.

To this end, the Parties shall support policies and actions to promote economic and

social developmentin origin, transit and destination countries.

The Parties shall exchange experience and bestpractices on mitigating the social and

economic impact of south-south migrations flows on countries of origin, transit and

destination and shall enhance cooperation at national and regionallevels.
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Article 5

Natural Disasters, Climate Change and Environmental Degradation

The Parties shall take into account the nexus between migration, including displacement

and natural disasters, climate change and environmental degradation.

The Parties shall take action to address the needs of displaced persons through the

adoption of strategies towards, mitigation, adaptation and resilience to natural disasters,

the adverse effects of climate change and environmental degradation, at all relevant

levels, including inter-regionallevels.

Chapter3

Irregular Migration

[Article 1

Respect and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms]

[The Parties reaffirm their commitment to respect and ensurethe protection of the

humanrights, dignity and fundamental freedomsofall migrants [including those

in irregular situations residing in their territories], and to develop measures

againstall forms of discrimination, racism and xenophobia. Parties also agree to

implement measuresto protect those migrants from all forms of exploitation and

abuse].

Article 2

Root CausesofIrregular Migration

The Parties confirm the shared political commitment to address the root causes of

irregular migration and forced displacement and to develop adequate responses.

The Parties reaffirm their determination in stemming the flows of irregular migration, in

full respect of international law and humanrights. In this regard, they acknowledge the

negative impacts ofirregular migration on countries of origin, transit and destination,

including related humanitarian and security challenges. The parties acknowledge the

increasedrisk of migrants to experience humanrights violations and to becomevictims

of trafficking and abuse.

Article 3

Smuggling of Migrants

The Parties shall increase joint efforts to prevent cross-border crime of migrant

smuggling, and jointly enhance efforts to end the impunity of criminal organisations

through effective investigation and prosecution.

The Parties shall ensure that appropriate legislative and institutional frameworks are in

place, in line with the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, in

particular its Protocol on the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. They also

commit to improve information sharing and to foster operational police and judicial

cooperation.
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Article 4

Trafficking in Human Beings

The Parties commit to increase efforts to prevent, combat and eradicate the trafficking

in persons and to support in drafting and implementing appropriate legislative and

institutional framework, with particular attention to personsin vulnerable situations and

to their specific needs, including women, children and unaccompanied minors. The

Parties continue to uphold the standards of the UN Convention against Transnational

Organized Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in

Persons.

[OACPS: The Parties commit to strengthen policy dialogue to adopt specific

developmentcooperation [capacity building] programs aiming at supporting joint

transnational, gender and child sensitive strategies to counterillegal activities].

Article 5

Integrated Border Management

The Parties promote and supported integrated border management, including border

control; intelligence gathering and sharing, impeding the production and use of

fraudulent documentation, [OACPS:capacity building], operational police and judicial

cooperation on investigations and criminal prosecutions.

Chapter 4

Return, Readmission and Reintegration

Article 1
Return and Readmission

[EU - The Parties reaffirm the legal obligation to readmit their own nationalsillegally
staying ontheterritory of another Party [EU: without conditionality / OACPS subject
to verification]:

Each MemberState of the European Union shall accept the return of and readmission
of anyof its nationals whoareillegally present on the territory of an ACPState, at that
State’s request and withoutfurther formalities.
Eachof the ACPStates shall accept the return of and readmissionof anyofits nationals
whoare illegally present on the territory of a Member State of the European Union, at
that MemberState’s request and withoutfurther formalities.

In respect of the MemberStates of the European Union,the obligations in this paragraph
apply only in respect of those persons whohold the nationality, as defined for Union
purposes, of a MemberState. In respect of ACP States, the obligations in this paragraph
apply only in respect of those persons who are considered as their nationals in
accordancewith their respective legal system.

The parties will provide their nationals with appropriate identity documents for such
purposes [OACPS:whentheir identity has beenofficially recognized].
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[EU: The Parties shall also readmit stateless persons who havetheir habitual
residence at the territory of the requested Party.] [ACP: Where a “stateless
person” defined—as—a—persen—whe-is—_noet_considered—as—a_national_of—any-
contractingstate, finds him/herself in the territory of a contracting party to this
agreement, the contracting party shall bear the responsibility of ensuring that
suchindividual enjoys the rights granted to them in line with international law.]

[EU: To this end, the Parties further agree to respond swiftly to readmission
requests of anotherParty, respecting the following provisions:

(i) If the person to be readmitted is in possession of identity documents not
suitable for travel purposes,or if the person’s identity has been confirmed
as a result of a search carried out in the visa application records or any
otherofficial records of the requesting Party, the requested Party shall
provide its nationals with appropriate travel documents for return
purposes immediately after the request of the requesting Party, and at the
latest within 7 days after such a request was made.

(ii) In other cases,if the nationality of the person to be readmitted needs to
be verified, the requested Party shall carry out such verifications
immediately after the request of the requesting Party, using the most
appropriate and mostefficient identification procedure. Whenavailable,
the Parties commit to consult biometric registries of population. In any
case, when requested to respond to a readmission request of oneofits
nationals, the requested Party shall respondat the latest within 30 days
after such request was made,either by issuing the appropriate travel
documentfor return purposesorby satisfying the requesting Party that
the person concernedis not oneofits nationals.

(iii) ‘If travel documents for return purposes are not delivered within the
deadlines referred to under (i) and (ii) above, the return of persons
illegally present on the territory of another Party shall take place on the
basis of the evidence used to support the application for travel document
for return, or on the basis of the EU travel documentfor return.

Return may take place by any meansof transport. Return by air shall not be
restricted to the use of scheduledflights.]

[EU: The Parties further agree to monitor the implementation of these
commitments in the framework of the regular political dialogue between the
Parties. In case oneof the Parties has failed to fulfil any of its obligations under
this Article, the other Party may take appropriate measures, as foreseen under
Article XXX.]

[ACP: While the Parties recognise the right to return illegally residing third-
country nationals, they] agree to give preference to voluntary return and shall
ensurethat the rights and dignity of individuals are fully protected and respected,
including in any procedureinitiated to return illegally staying migrants to their
countries of origin, in an orderly manner(from 6).

[EU: The Parties agree that returns should follow mutually agreed proceduresthat
are in line with international law. The Parties shall seek to develop such
proceduresthrough bilateral agreements based onthe principles set out in this
agreement underarticle X (1) and X (2) (the two points above).]
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Return decisions with respect to an unaccompanied minor should be done with
the involvementof appropriate bodies other than the authorities enforcing return
so as to ensurethe bestinterest of the child. An unaccompanied minor can only
be returned to a memberof his or her family, a nominated guardian or other
authorities provided for in the national laws of the third country".]

Article 2
Reintegration

The Parties shall explore ways to cooperate in order to facilitate sustainable and

productive reintegration of returned migrants. Particular attention should be paid to the

needsof returning migrants in vulnerable situations, such as children, older persons,

personswith disabilities and victims oftrafficking.

[OACPS: Parties agree to provide assistance for the sustainable reintegration of

returnees through effective partnerships aimed at reintegrating migrants into

community life by providing them with the necessary psychosocial assistance,

vocational training, financial tools, and employment opportunities and decent

work, to allow them to contribute to sustainable developmentin the country of

origin upon return. Reintegration efforts should also ensure that individuals do

not becomedisplacedin their country of origin.]

Chapter 5

Protection and Asylum

Article 1

Refugeesandother displaced persons

[ACP:The parties are committed to guaranteeing that fair and efficient asylum
systemsare in place whichfully respect the principle of non-refoulement and] to
reinforcing the protection and dignity of refugees and other displaced persons in
accordance with international law and international human rights law and when
applicable, international refugee law and international humanitarian law.

The Parties shall support the integration of refugees and otherdisplaced personsin host

countries as appropriate and strengthen capacitiesoffirst asylum,transit and destination

countries. Parties shall cooperate to provide refugees, and displaced personsin transit

and host countries, with security in refugee camps, accessto justice, legal assistance,

witnessprotection, medical and socio-psychological support.

The Parties shall pay particular attention to personsin vulnerablesituations and to their

specific needs, including women, children and unaccompanied minors, taking into

accountthe principlesof the best interest of the child.
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PARTIll

GLOBALALLIANCES AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Article 1

The Parties reaffirm the importance of cooperating at international levels with a view to

promoting and defending their common interests and preserving and strengthening

multilateralism. They commit to joining forces for a more peaceful, cooperative andjust

world which rests solidly on their common values — peace, democracy, humanrights,

the rule of law, gender equality, sustainable development, preservation of the

environment and the fight against climate change. They agree on the importance of

building and reinforcing global alliances to achieve an effective multilateral system that

delivers results in tackling global challengesin view of a safer and better world forall.

Article 2

Multilateralism and global governance

The Parties are committed to the rules-basedinternational order with multilateralism as

its key principle, and the United Nationsat its core. They shall promote international

dialogue and seek multilateral solutions to drive global action forward.

The Parties shall take the necessary steps to the ratification, implementation and

domestication of relevant international treaties and conventions.

The Parties shall endeavour to strengthen global governance and support necessary

reforms and modernisation of multilateral institutions to make them more representative,

responsive, effective, efficient, inclusive, transparent, democratic and accountable.

The Parties shall deepen their multi-stakeholder approach to multilateralism by more

effectively engaging civil society, the private sector and social partners in developing

responsesto global challenges.

Article 3

Cooperationin international organisations and fora

The Parties shall strive to adopt joint resolutions, declarations and statements,

coordinate positions and where appropriate voting, and take joint actions, based on a

commoninterests and shared values, mutual respect and equality, so as to ensure

enhancedpresence and strongervoicein international and regional organisations and

fora.

The Parties shall establish appropriate operational modalities for effective cooperation

and coordination at the international level, including through convening of ministerial

meetings at ACP-EU level. They shall endeavourto identify on a regular basis, at both

political and operational levels, common ground ona seriesof strategic themes and to

join forces on issues of mutual and globalinterest to drive global action forward.

The Parties may actively seek to closely cooperate and establish strategic partnerships

with third countries and groupings that share their values and interests with a view to

maximising cooperative solutions to commonchallenges whereverpossible.
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Article 4

Areasofinternational action

The Parties agree to cooperate and undertakejoint actions on issues related to the

strategic priorities identified in Part Il of this Agreement as well as in other areas of

concern as they deem necessary.

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation and dialogueto secure international peace and

security. They shall adopt an inclusive and integrated approach to prevent and address

conflicts and crises, rooted in broad, deep and durable regional and international

partnerships. They shall work at the national, regional and internationallevel to enhance

the effectiveness of multilateral engagementfor sustainable peace andsecurity through

strengthened partnerships with the UN and regional and sub-regional actors. They shall

address [EU: serious crimes of concern to the international community and]

international security threats such as organized crime,

terrorism and violent extremism, and shall cooperate to promote and strengthen the

international arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament architecture, as well as

enhancecyber-security and combatcyber-crimes.

The Parties shall engage in international fora to uphold international norms and

agreements to promote and protect humanrightsfor all, to achieve gender equality, and

to enhance democracyandtherule of law. They shall cooperate with the UN’s human

rights bodies and mechanisms,andfully support the work of the Human Rights Council

asthe principal global intergovernmental body dedicated to the promotion and protection

of humanrights around the globe. They shall establish cross-regional alliances to serve

commonvalues andinterests, as appropriate.

The Parties shall cooperate to advancethe attainmentof the Sustainable Development

Goals andotherinternationally agreed roadmapsfor the promotion of human andsocial

development. They shall cooperate closely at the international level to end extreme

poverty and hunger, address and respondto food insecurity, promote universal access

to quality and affordable social services such as education, health, water, sanitation and

housing, empower womenandyouth, protect the most vulnerablein society and facilitate

their inclusion and contribution to economic, social and political life, leaving no-one

behind. They shall cooperate to strengthen the coherence and consistency of the

international financial and monetary system to secure enhanced accessto development

financing in support of sustainable development.

The Parties shall work togetherat the international level to achieveinclusive, sustainable

economic growth and development through measures aimed at structural economic

transformation, the creation of decentjobs for all, and the integration of the ACP States

into the global economy,including through the promotion and support to regional and

continental integration. They shall preserve and reinforce the rules-based multilateral

trading system, with the WTOatits core,in all its functions, to ensure that it can

effectively address global trade challenges and harness the developmentpotential of

trade.

The Parties shall intensify cooperation to promote strong and decisive collective action

on environmental sustainability and on climate change, raising global ambition and

leading the way to reach the long-term goals of the Paris Agreementand other relevant

instruments. They shall uphold and advanceinternational norms and agreements that

provide global public goods and protect future generations, including efforts to

strengtheninternational ocean governance.
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7. The Parties shall work with partners around the world to pursue a comprehensive and

holistic approach onall aspects related to migration and mobility, based ontheprinciples

of solidarity, shared responsibility, and partnership.
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PARTIV

[OACPS: DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND MEANSOF IMPLEMENTATION]!

[EU: MEANS OF COOPERATION]

Article 1

Effective and diversified means of cooperation

The Parties agree to mobilise both financial and non-financial resources in order to

achieve the objectives set out in this Agreementon the basis of mutual interests, in the

spirit of genuine partnership, andin line with the principle of “leaving no-one behind”.

They underscore the importance of financing for development as key to the

implementation of the 2030 Agendaand the Paris Agreement.

The Parties agree that meansof cooperation shall be diversified, encompassing a range

of policies and instruments,from all available sources and actors. They also agree that

meansof cooperation shall be tailored to reflect and be implemented on the basis of

objectives, strategies andpriorities [EU: of different countries and regions’] [OACPS:

established at national, regional and intra-ACPlevels.]

The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the development effectiveness principles,

namely ownership of developmentpriorities by partner countries, inclusive partnerships,

focus on results, transparency, and mutual accountability. [OACPS: and also on

principlesof joint decision-making, co-management, predictability and security of

resources].

[OACPS:The Parties agree that the financial envelopesfor the implementation of

this Agreement and the detailed terms and conditions of the EU financing are

provided for in Annex XX to this Agreement.]

Article 2

International development cooperation

The [“EU Party”] reaffirm their political commitment to enhance development cooperation

resources with a view to achieving sustainable development, particularly eradicating

poverty and combating environmental degradation and climate change.

The Parties agree that, in the allocation of resources, priority shall be given to countries

mostin need, where such resources can have mostimpact, in particular least developed

countries, low-income countries, countries in crisis and conflict, post-crisis and /or post-

conflict fragile and vulnerable situations, including small island developing states, and

landlocked developing countries. Due attention shall also be paid to the specific

challenges faced by middle-income countries, particularly in relation to inequality and

social exclusion.

The Parties agree that cooperation may take different forms, such as sector policy

support programmes, administrative and technical cooperation measures, capacity

building, triangular arrangements, and may be provided through different types of
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financing and procedures, including budget support, budgetary guarantees, and

blending operations.

The Parties [OACPS: shall promote the use of financial resources to foster

domestic resource mobilisation], provide humanitarian and emergencyassistance,

address unforeseen circumstances, new needsor emerging challenges,facilitate trade,

and promoteinternational initiatives orpriorities.

The Parties agree that any decision to provide budget support shall be based on a clear

setof eligibility criteria [OACPS: as set out in Annex XX to this Agreement] and a

careful assessmentof the risks and benefits: shall be based on country ownership,

mutual accountability and shared commitment to universal values and principles; shall

include reinforced policy dialogue; improved governance; complementing efforts to

collect more and spend better; and shall be differentiated in such a way as to respond

better to the political, economic andsocial context of the beneficiary country.

[OACPS: TheParties agree that the following entities or bodies shall be eligible

for financial support under this Agreement:

a) ACPStates;

b) regional or inter-State bodies to which one or more ACP States belong,

including bodies with non-ACP State members, which are authorised by the

ACP Group; and

c) joint bodies set up by the ACP States and the European Union (EU) to pursue

certain specific objectives.

The Parties agree that, subject to the agreement of the ACP State or ACP States

concerned,the following shall also beeligible for financial support:

a) national and/or regional public or semi-public agencies, and Ministries of

ACPStates, including Parliaments, and, in particular, financial institutions

and developmentbanks;

b) companies, firms, and other private organisations and economic agents of

ACPStates;

c) enterprises of a EU MemberState, to enable them, in addition to their own

contribution, to undertake productive projects in the territory of an ACP

State;

d) ACP or EU financial intermediaries providing, promoting, and financing

private or public investments in ACPStates;

e) local decentralised authorities from ACP States and the European Union; and

f) developing countries that are not part of the ACP Group, when they are

Participating in a jointinitiative or regional organisation with ACPStates,in

keeping with the relevant provisions of this Agreement.

The Parties also agree that Non-State Actors from ACP States and the EU, which

have a local character, shall be eligible for financial support under this

Agreement, according to the modalities agreed in the national, regional and

intra-ACP indicative programmes.]
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10.

11.

12.

13.

[OACPS:The Parties agree that in considering theeligibility of middle-income OACPS

countries for concessional developmentfinancing, the specific challenges they face,

including limited accessto financial markets,levels of indebtedness and poverty, fragile

open economies, exposure to exogenous shocks and their vulnerability, shall be taken

into account in order to adapt development cooperation to their identified needs and

specific circumstances.]

The Parties agree to promote [OACPS: joint-decision-making, co-management and]

predictability and security of resource flows and step up efforts to further improve the

wayin which they manageanddeliver development cooperation, notably through greater

coordination and coherence and by taking into account their respective comparative

advantages,including transition experiences.

[OACPS: TheParties agree that within the frameworkoftheir priorities at national,

regional and intra-ACP levels, support may be given to jointly agreed projects,

programmes,andothertypes of operations contributing to the achievementof the

objectives set out in this Agreementandin keepingwith its provisions.]

The Parties shall engage in dialogue on the programming of financial resources,

including national, regional, [OACPS: intra-ACP] and local authorities and involving

parliaments, civil society, the private sector, and other stakeholders. They agreethat,

where appropriate, programming shall be synchronised with the strategy cycles of

beneficiaries and committo the useoftheir institutions, systems, and procedures. They

also agree that programming shall provide a specific, tailor-made multi-annual

framework with regard to resources for cooperation.

[OACPS:The Parties acknowledgethat the programming approachandprinciples

set outin articles 10-13 of the NDICI Regulations shall guide the joint programming

of EU resourcesas they apply to geographic and thematic multi-annual indicative

programmes.]

The [“EU Party” EU] and more advanced ACPStates shall undertake to develop new

forms of engagement,including innovative financial instruments and co-financing.

The Parties agree that cooperation with third countries and otheractors, including South-

South and triangular cooperation, shall be encouraged in case of a clear added value

and proven comparative advantage.

[EU: The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and cooperation in the sound useof financial

resources. [OACPS: The modalities for monitoring reporting, evaluation and

auditing are captioned in the Annex XX to this Agreement.]

[OACPS: TheParties agree that ACP States undertaking reform programmesthat

are acknowledged and supported,at least by the principal multilateral donors, or

that have been agreed on with such donors, but not necessarily financially

supported by them, shall be deemed as having automatically satisfied the

requirements for adjustment assistance.

The Parties agree that structural adjustment support shall be mobilised in a

flexible manner and preferably in the form of budget support, or sectoral and

general importation programmes.
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The Parties agree that the preparation, appraisal, and financing decisions for

structural adjustment programmesshall be carried out in keeping with the

provisions on implementation proceduresin this Agreement, with due regard to

the quick disbursementfeatures of structural adjustment programmes.Ona case-

by-case basis, retroactive financing of a limited amount of imports of ACP-EC

origin may be authorised.]

Article 3

Domestic public resources

The Parties [OACPS: shall support efforts by the OACP States to mobilise

increased domestic resources]. They shall promote environments to increase

domestic private flows, boost trade as an engine for development, and tackleillicit

financial flows. They shall support macroeconomicandfiscalstability frameworks, sound

sector policies and reforms, comprehensive budgetary frameworks and sound public

financial managementsystems.

[OACPS: The Parties shall endeavour to enhance revenue collection through

modernised, [OACPS: progressive] tax systems, improved tax policy, more efficient tax

collection, strengthened and reformed tax administration. They shall work towards

improving the fairness, transparency,efficiency and effectiveness of their tax systems,

including by broadening the tax base and continuing efforts to integrate the informal

sectorinto the formal economyin line with country circumstances. They shall strengthen

fiscal legitimacy by enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of their public

expenditure].

[OACPS: The Parties, agree to increase efforts to combatillicit financial flows (IFFs),

with a viewto eradicating them and to cooperate to accelerate the recovery of lost assets

and capital, and their return to their countries of origin. They commit to carry out actions

geared towards strengthening countries’ capacities and the sharing of information. They

also agree to exchangeinformation in order to combat moneylaundering and terrorism

financing in an effort to protect their respective financial systems.]

[OACPS:TheParties shall enhance and strengthen goodfinancial and tax governance,

transparency, and accountability and in this regard, committo utilising political dialogue

as a strategy to resolve any tax and/or money laundering matters and to avoid the taking

actions that may be deemedunilateral, prejudicial, and harmful to any party of this

agreement. The Parties shall strengthen cooperation within international organisations

dealing with tax matters and money laundering in order to establish fair and inclusive

international standardsfor tax matters and moneylaundering.]
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Article 4

Domestic andinternational private resources

The Parties acknowledge that private capital flows are vital complements to national

developmentefforts. They shall develop policies and, where appropriate, strengthen

regulatory frameworks and instruments to better align private sector incentives with

public goals. They shall cooperate to mobilise sustainable and responsible investment

and encouragethe private sector to engage aspartner in the developmentprocess and

invest in areas critical to sustainable development.

The Parties shall endeavourto use blending of grants and loansas well as guarantees

as levers to attract private finance and address market failures while limiting market

distortions. They shall encourage the generation of innovative financial products and

create incentives to strengthen the diaspora’s contribution to development.

The Parties acknowledge that remittances are a key private source of financing for

sustainable development. They shall ensure to put in place relevant legislation and

regulatory frameworks to create a competitive and transparent market for cheaper,

faster, and safer transfers of money through legal and official channels in both source

and recipient countries, as well as the establishment of innovative and affordable transfer

solutions. [OACPS: The Parties commit to establish, through ACP-EU partnership,

platformsfor dialogue, whichincludeall the major stakeholders in the market, to

facilitate remittances and optimise their impact on development].

Article 5

Debt and debt sustainability

The Parties commit to making debt sustainable in the long term through coordinated

policies geared towards financing, mitigating, restructuring, or managing debt as

appropriate. They agree to assist countries to build debt-management capacities and

develop medium and long-term debtstrategies.

[The Parties underscore the importance of debtors and creditors working together to

prevent and resolve debt crises. They agree on the need to strengthen dialogue,

information sharing, and transparency, so that debt sustainability assessments and

analyses are based on comprehensive,objective, and reliable data.]

The Parties, given the [EU: the negative impact of unsustainable] debt on economic

growth, commit to engaging policy dialogue and cooperation in the context of

international discussions on the general problem of debt, without prejudice to specific

discussionstaking place in relevantfora.

[OACPS:The Parties agree to use the resources provided underthis Agreement,

to contribute to internationally approved debt-relief initiatives for the benefit of

countriesin orderto alleviate the debt-servicing burdenof States, their balance of

paymentproblemsandto boost economic growth.]

59



[OACPS: Taking countries’ financing needs into consideration, the Parties

recognise that borrowing gives public finance a counter-cyclical role and is a

source of investment financing with regard to achieving the development

objectives of this Agreement.

The Parties recognise that many ACP countries, particularly LDCs, LICs, and

SIDS,are still vulnerable to debt crises despite public debt-relief programmes

including the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HIPC) and the

Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI). In order to prevent countries from

defaulting on their debt payments, the Parties agree to support the

implementation of a comprehensive, fair, predictable, and preventative

international debt restructuring mechanism, as a sustainable public debt

managementsolution.

The Parties agreethat, in orderto help service the debt resulting from loans from

the EuropeanInvestment Bank’s ownresources,special loans, andrisk capital,

ACPStates may, in accordancewith the arrangements to be made ona case-by-

case basis with the Commission,usethe available foreign currency referred to

in this Agreementfor such servicing, as and when debt repaymentfalls due and

up to the amountrequired for paymentsin national currency.]

[OACPS:Article 6

Scope and Nature of Financing

The EU shall align itself with the systems and procedures specific to each ACP

country, monitor its budget support with the partner country, and support partner

countries’ efforts to strengthen domestic accountability, parliamentary oversight,

audit capacities, and public information.

The Parties also agree that the instruments of import programmes or budgetary

support defined above can also be used to support eligible ACP States

implementing reforms aimed at intra-regional, inter-regional and continental

economicliberalisation, which generate net transitional costs.]
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PART V

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Article 1

Joint institutions

The Parties agree thatthe joint institutions of this Agreement at ACP-EU levelare [the

Summit of ACP-EU Headsof State or Government], the ACP-EU Council of Ministers,

the Ambassadorial Level Senior Officials Committee (ALSOC) [OACPS:and the Joint

Parliamentary Assembly]. They hereby establish [a Summit], a Council of Ministers, a

Joint Committee and a Parliamentary Committee asthejoint institutions for each of the

three Regional Protocols.

The Parties shall endeavour to ensure coordination and complementarity between the

joint institutions of this Agreement and the joint institutions of other frameworks or

agreements to whichtheyare parties, including the Economic Partnership Agreements,

without prejudice to relevant provisionstherein.

[Article 2

[Summit of ACP-EU Headsof State or Government]

The Parties may meet at the level of Heads of State or Government, upon joint

agreement, in an appropriate format, on the basis of a mutually agreed timetable and

agenda.

Article 3

ACP-EU Council of Ministers

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers shall comprise, on the one hand, a representative of

each ACPState at ministerial level and, on the other hand, representatives of the [“EU

Party”] at ministerial level. It shall be co-chaired by the Chair nominated by the ACP

Parties on the one hand and by the Chair nominated by the [“EU Party”] on the other

hand.

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers shall meet [EU: in principle every three years] /

[OACPS:every two years] and wheneverit is deemed necessaryontheinitiative of the

Co-Chairs, in a form and a composition appropriate to the issues to be addressed.

Observers maytake part in meetings as appropriate.

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers may set up committees and working groups to deal

with specific issues more effectively and efficiently such as on trade and development

finance issues.It may also delegate powers to the ACP-EU ALSOC.

Thefunctions of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers shall be to:

a. provide strategic political guidance;

b. overseethe effective and consistent implementation of this Agreement;

c. adopt policy guidelines and take decisions to give effect to specific aspects

necessary for the implementation of the provisions of this Agreement.

d. adoptjoint positions and agree onjoint actions on international cooperation,

and facilitate coordination in international organisations and fora.
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The ACP-EU Council of Ministers shall adopt decisions, which shall be binding on all

Parties unless otherwise specified, or make recommendations concerning anyofits

functionslisted in paragraph 4 by common agreementof the Parties. Its proceedings

shall be valid only if the representatives of the [EU Party] and two thirds of the members

representing the governmentsof the ACP States are present. Any memberof the ACP-

EU Council of Ministers unable to attend may be represented. The representative shall

exercise all the rights of that member. [OACPS: The ACP-EU Council of Ministers

shall submit a report annually to the Joint Parliamentary Assembly on the

implementation of this Agreement. It shall examine and take into consideration

resolutions and recommendations adopted by the Joint Parliamentary Assembly].

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers may take decisions or make recommendations by

written procedure. Theuseof a written procedure may be proposedbyanyof the Parties

and maybeinitiated following the agreement of the Co-Chairs. The rules laid down in

paragraph 5 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the written procedure.

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers shall adopt its rules of procedure atits first meeting,

but no later than six monthsafter the entry into force of this Agreement.

Article 4

ACP-EU Ambassadorial Level Senior Officials Committee (ALSOC)

The ACP-EU ALSOCshall comprise, on the one hand a representative of each ACP

State at ambassadorial or seniorofficial level and the [OACPS: Secretary General of

the ACP Group of States in an ex-officio capacity] and, on the other hand,

representatives of the EU Party at ambassadorial or senior official level. The ACP-EU

ALSOCshall meet annually and in special sessions at the request of the co-chairs, in

particular, to prepare for the joint Council sessions. It shall be co-chaired by the same

Parties that hold the office of Co-Chairs of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers.It shall take

its decisions and make recommendations by common agreement of the Parties.

Observers maytake part in meetings as appropriate.

The ACP-EU ALSOCshall prepare the sessions of and assist the ACP-EU Council of

Ministersin the fulfilment of its tasks and carry out any mandate entrusted to it by the

ACP-EUCouncil of Ministers.

The ACP-EU ALSOCshall adoptits rules of procedure atits first meeting, but no later

than six monthsafter the entry into force of this Agreement.

[Article 5

ACP-EUJoint Parliamentary Assembly]

[OACPS:The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly shall be composed of equal

numbersof ACP and EU representatives. The membersof the Joint Parliamentary

Assembly shall be, on the one hand, members of parliament or, failing this,

representatives designated by the parliament of each ACPState and, on the other

members of the European Parliament. In the absence of a parliament, the

attendance of a representative from the ACP State concernedshall be subject to

the prior approval of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly.
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2. Therole of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly, as a consultative body, shall be to:

(i) promote democratic processes through dialogue and consultation;

(ii) facilitate greater understanding betweenthe peoples of the ACP States

and those of the European Union and raise public awareness of

developmentissues;

(iii) discuss issues pertaining to the ACP-EU Partnership, including

Development Cooperation, Economic Partnership Agreements and other

trading arrangements;

(ivy) discuss the annual report of the Council of Ministers on the

implementation of this Agreement, and adopt resolutions and make

recommendationsto the Council of Ministers with a view to achieving the

objectives of this Agreement; and

(v) advocate for institutional development and capacity building of national

parliaments to promote and sustain democracy, humandignity, social

justice and pluralism with full respect for diversity within and among

societies.

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly shall meet once a year in plenary session,

alternately in an ACP State and in the European Union. With a view to

strengthening regional integration and fostering cooperation between national

parliaments, meetings between ACP and EU members of parliament shall be

arranged at regional level. Such meetings at regional level will be organised in

pursuanceof the objectives laid downin Article 1(2).

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly shall adopt its rules of procedure within six

monthsofthe entry into force of this agreement.]

[Article 6

[Regional Summit]

The Parties to each Regional Protocol may decide to meetat the level of Headsof State

or Governmentat intervals to be agreed uponby the respective Parties on the basis of

a mutually agreed timetable and agenda.

Article 7

Regional Council of Ministers

The Parties hereby establish a Council of Ministers for each of the three Regional

Protocols.

(a) The Africa-EU Council of Ministers shall consist of, on the one hand,

representatives of the [“EU Party”] at ministerial level and, on the other hand, a

representative of each State Party in Africa at ministerial level;

(b) The Caribbean-EU Council of Ministers shall consist of, on the one hand,

representatives of the [“EU Party”] at ministerial level and, on the other hand, a

representative of each State Party in the Caribbeanat ministerial level;

(c) The Pacific-EU Council of Ministers shall consist of, on the one hand,

representatives of the [“EU Party”] at ministerial level and, on the other hand, a

representative of each State Party in the Pacific at ministerial level.

63



Each Council of Ministers shall be co-chaired by the chair nominated bythe [“EU Party”]

onthe one hand, andthe chair nominatedby the respective African, Caribbean or Pacific

States Parties, on the other, according to their own procedures.

Each Council of Ministers shall meet at intervals to be agreed upon bythe respective

Parties, in a composition appropriate to the issues to be addressed and ontheinitiative

of the Co-Chairs and shall take decisions by common agreement of the respective

Parties.

The functions of each Regional Council of Ministers shall be to:

(a) set priorities and, as appropriate, establish plans of action in relation to the

objectives of their respective Regional Protocol;

(b) adopt decisions and make recommendationsto give effect to specific aspects of

their respective Protocol, including decisions concerning the revision or

amendmentof the corresponding RegionalProtocol, in accordance with paragraph

[4] of Article [“Duration and revision”]. The decisions shall be binding onall the

Parties to the respective Regional Protocol, unless otherwise specified;

(c) conduct dialogue and exchangeviews on any issues of commoninterest.

Each Regional Council of Ministers shall adopt decisions or recommendations by

common agreementof the respective Parties. Its proceedings shall be valid only if the

representatives of the [“EU Party’] and at least two thirds of the members representing

the respective ACP regions are present. Any memberof any Regional Council of

Ministers unable to attend may be represented. The representative shall exerciseall the

rights of that member.

Each Regional Council of Ministers may adopt decisions or make recommendations by

written procedure. Therules laid downin Article [‘ACP-EU Council of Ministers”) shall

apply mutatis mutandis to the written procedure of the Regional Council of Ministers.

Each Regional Council of Ministers may set up sub-committees and working groups to

deal with specific issues moreeffectively and efficiently and may delegate powersto the

respective Regional Joint Committee.

Each Regional Council of Ministers shall submit a report to the ACP-EU Council of

Ministers on the implementation of their respective protocols.

Each Regional Council of Ministers shall adoptits rules of procedure within six months

after the entry into force of this Agreement.

Article 8

Regional Joint Committee

The Parties hereby establish a Joint Committee for each of the three Regional Protocols

which shall comprise, on the one hand, representatives of the [EU Party”] at

ambassadorial or seniorofficial level and, on the other hand, a representative of each

State Party in Africa for the Africa-EU Protocol, each State Party in the Caribbeanfor the

Caribbean-EU Protocol, and each State Party in the Pacific for the Pacific-EU Protocol,

at ambassadorial or seniorofficiallevel.
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Each Regional Joint Committee shall be co-chaired by the same Parties that hold the

office of Co-Chairs of the respective Council of Ministers. When appropriate, it may

decide to invite observers on proposal by any Party following the agreementof the Co-

Chairs.

Each Regional Joint Committee shall prepare the sessions andassist their respective

Council of Ministersin the fulfilmentofits tasks and carry out any mandate entrusted to

it by the respective Council of Ministers.

Each Regional Joint Committee shall adoptits rules of procedureat their first meeting,

butnotlater than six monthsafter the entry into force of this Agreement

[Article 9]

[Regional Parliamentary Committee

Each regional protocol shall establish a parliamentary committee, which shall be co-

chaired by a memberof the European Parliament, on the one hand, and a memberof

the parliament from the respective African, Pacific, and Caribbean Parties, nominated

as Chair, on the other hand, according to their own procedures.

(a) The Africa-EU Parliamentary Committee shall comprise, on the one hand,

members of the European Parliament and, on the other hand, members of

parliamentof each State Party in Africa, in equal number.

(b) The Caribbean-EU Parliamentary Committee shall comprise, on the one hand,

members of the European Parliament and, on the other hand, members of

parliamentof each State Party in the Caribbean, in equal number.

(c) The Pacific-EU Parliamentary Committee shall comprise, on the one hand,

members of the European Parliament and, on the other hand, members of

parliamentof each State Party in the Pacific, in equal number.

Each parliamentary committee shall meetatintervals to be jointly agreed, and preferably

in view of meetings of relevant Council of Ministers. In this regard, each parliamentary

committee shall be supplied in a timely manner with the agendaof the relevant Council

of Ministers, on which it may make recommendationsto the relevant Council of Ministers,

and shall be informedof the decisions and recommendationsof the relevant Council of

Ministers.

It shall also adopt resolutions and discuss any issuespertaining to this Agreement. Each

parliamentary committee may promote democratic processes through dialogue and

consultation and facilitate greater understanding between the peoples of the European

Union andthoseof Africa, the Caribbean andthe Pacific.

[OACPS:It shall liaise with the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly on issues

pertaining to the ACP-EU Partnership, including Development Cooperation,

EconomicPartnership Agreements and other trading arrangements in order to

ensure coordination, coherence and complementarity.]

Each parliamentary committee shall adoptits rules of procedure within six monthsof the

entry into force of this Agreement.]
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Article 10

Engagementwith stakeholders

The Parties agree that engagementwith stakeholders, notably local authorities, civil

society, and private sector representatives,is integral to well-informed decision-making

and to furthering the objectives of this Partnership.

Stakeholders shall be informed in a timely manner, and be able to provide inputs into

the broad processof dialogue, particularly in view of the meetings of the respective

Councils of Ministers.

In order to promote such engagementopenandtransparent mechanismsfor structured

consultation with stakeholders shall be set up as appropriate.

The results of such consultations shall be communicated to the relevant Parliamentary

Committee and Council of Ministers or Joint Committee (ALSOC) as appropriate.
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PARTVI

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Territorial application

This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the territories in which the Treaty on

European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union apply and

underthe conditions laid down in those Treaties, and, on the other hand, to the territories

of the ACPStates.

Article 2

Other agreements or arrangements

No treaty, convention, agreement or arrangement of any kind between one or more

MemberStates of the European Union and one or more ACP States may impede the

implementation of this Agreement.

Article 3

Consentto be bound,Entry into force and provisional application

[This Agreement shall be ratified or approved by the signatory Parties in

accordancewith their respective constitutional rules and procedures].

This Agreementshall enterinto force on the first day of the second month following the

date on which the [“EU Party”] and at least two-thirds of the ACP States have completed

their respective internal procedures for the entry into force of this Agreement and

deposited their instruments expressing their consent to be bound with [the “EU Party”

depositary], which shall send a certified copy to the ACP Secretariat.

An ACPsignatory State that has not completed the proceduresset out in paragraph 2

by the date on which this Agreemententers into force as provided for in paragraph 2

may do so only within 12 monthsfollowing that date. For such states this Agreement

shall become applicable on the first day of the second monthfollowing the deposit of

their instruments expressing their consent to be bound with [the “EU Party” depositary]

whichshall send a certified copy to the ACP Secretariat. Such States shall recognise the

validity of any measure taken to implementthis Agreementafter the dateofits entry into

force in accordance with paragraph1.

Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and3, the [Parties/Union and the ACP States] may apply

this Agreement provisionally in whole or in part, pending its entry into force and in

accordance with their respective internal procedures. The provisional application shall

commence on the first day of the second month after the date on which the

[Parties/Union and the ACP States] have notified [the “EU Party” depositary] the

completion of their respective internal procedures necessary for such provisional

application. The European Union shall indicate in its notification the parts of the

Agreementthatshall be provisionally applied.
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Article 4

Duration andrevision

This Agreementis concludedforaninitial period of 20 years, [commencing on...2020].

Three yearsprior to the end oftheinitial period of this Agreement, the Parties shall enter

into dialogue with a view to re-examining whatprovisions shall subsequently governtheir

relations. The Agreementshall betacitly extended for a single period of 5 years unless

a decision on terminating or extending it is agreed uponbyall Parties before the end of

the initial period of 20 years.

The Parties may submit proposals for amendments to the Agreement to the ACP-EU

Council of Ministers no later than six monthsprior to the meeting of the ACP-EU Council

of Ministers. Any amendments shall be approved by the ACP-EU Council of Ministers

and be subject to the procedures laid down for the entry into force and provisional

application of this Agreement.

Within six months of the expiry of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the

Parties shall enter into negotiations with a view to reviewing and revising the strategic

priorities of this Agreement, including the Africa-EU Protocol, the Caribbean-EU Protocol

and the Pacific-EU Protocol, and introducing any other necessary amendments. The

amended Agreementshall enter into force according to the procedureslaid down for the

entry into force andprovisionalapplication of this Agreement.

The Parties may submit proposals for amendments to the Annexesto the Agreementto

the ACP-EU Council of Ministers no later than six months prior to the meeting of the

ACP-EU Council of Ministers. Any amendments may be approved by the ACP-EU

Council of Ministers.

[EU: The Parties to the Africa-EU Protocol, the Caribbean-EU Protocol and the

Pacific-EU Protocol may submit proposals for amendmentto their respective

Regional Protocols, as well as related annexes, to their respective Regional

Council of Ministers, no later than six months prior to the meeting of their

respective Regional Council of Ministers. Any amendments may be approved by

the respective Regional Council of Ministers and shall be immediately notified to

the ACP-EU Council of Ministers. The amended Regional Protocol shall enter into

force on the first day of the second month following 60 days from the date of

approval by the respective Regional Council of Ministers unless the ACP-EU

Council of Ministers raises an objection within 60 days of the notification date.

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers may only object to an amendment, whichis

deemedincompatible with this Agreement.]

The ACP-EU Council of Minsters shall adopt any transitional measures that may be

required in case a new Agreement is envisaged between the Parties and until such

Agreement comesintoforce oris provisionally applied.

Article 5

Denunciation

This Agreement may be denouncedby[“EU Party”] in respect of each ACP State and

by each ACPState in respectof[“EU Party”]. The termination shall take effect six months

after receipt by [the depositary] of written notification thereof.

68



2.

[Article 6

Fulfilment of obligations]

[For the purposesofthis Article, the term ‘Party’ refers to the [“EU Party”], on the

onepart, and each ACPState, on the otherpart.

The Parties shall take any general or specific measures required to fulfil their

obligations underthis Agreement.

If either Party considers that the other Party has failed to fulfil any of the obligations

under this Agreement, it shall notify the other Party. The Parties shall hold

structured and systematic bilateral consultations with a view to reaching a

mutually acceptable solution.

Wherethey are unable to reach a mutually acceptable solution within [X] days

from the commencementof consultations, and not later than [X] days from the

date of the notification, the notifying Party may take appropriate measures.

Notwithstanding paragraph3, if either Party considers that the other Party has

failed to fulfil any of the obligations that are considered essential elements in

Article [XX] and Article [XX], except in case of special urgency,or in serious cases

of corruption as providedin Article [XX], it shall notify the other Party. The Parties

shall hold structured and systematic consultations on bilateral level with a view

to reaching a mutually acceptable solution. Where they are unable to reach a

mutually acceptable solution within [X] days from the commencement of

consultations, and not later than [X] days from the date of the notification, the

notifying Party may take appropriate measures.

If either Party considers that the other Party has failed to fulfil any of the

obligations underthis agreement andthat the failure constitutes a case of special

urgency, it may take appropriate measures with immediate effect, without prior

consultations. In such casesthe Parties shall be underthe obligation to urgently,

but not later than [x] days start consultations at the appropriate level with a view

to reaching a mutually acceptable solution.

For the purposes of this Article, 'cases of special urgency’ shall refer to

exceptional cases of particularly serious and flagrant violation of one of the

essential elements referred to in Article XX and Article XX.

‘Appropriate measures’referred to in this Article shall be taken in full respect of

international law and shall be proportionate to the failure to implement obligations

under this Agreement. Priority must be given to those whichleast disturb the

functioning of this Agreement. Appropriate measures may include the

suspension,in part orin full, of this Agreement, as a measureoflast resort. After

taking the appropriate measures,at the requestof either Party, consultations may

be called in order to examine the situation thoroughly and, if possible, find

solutions allowing the withdrawal of appropriate measures.]
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Article 7

Accession

Any independentstate which subscribes to the objectives,principles and priorities of this

Agreement may submit a request for accession to the ACP-EU Council of Ministers.If

the request is approved, the state concerned shall becomea Party to this Agreement

and shall enjoy the samerights and be subject to the same obligations as the other

Parties.

Any request for accession to the Agreement made by an independent state whose

structural characteristics and economic and social situation are comparable to those of

the ACPStates shall be presented to the ACP-EU Council of Ministers.If the requestis

approved, the state concerned shall accede to this Agreement by depositing an act of

accessionwith [the “EU Party” depositary], which shall send certified copy to the ACP

Secretariat and notify the Parties to this Agreement.

The Parties shall review the effects of the accession of new States on this Agreement.

The ACP-EUCouncil of Ministers may decide on anytransitional or amending measures

that might be necessary.

Article 8

Observerstatus

In the pursuit of the objectives of this Agreement, third actors, including regional

organisations, may be granted the status of observer by a decision of the relevant

Council of Ministers. The rights and obligations of observers shall be established in

Annex[X].

Article 9

Authentic texts

This Agreement is drawn up in duplicate in the Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish,

Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian,

Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and

Swedish languages, each text being equally authentic.
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ANNEXE|

COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPSESTABLISHED BY OACPS-EU COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS

The ACP-EU Council of Ministers, within the provisionsof Article 3 (3) of Part V of this

Agreement, shall set up Committees and Working Groups with delegated

authority/powers to deal with specific issues essential to the achievement of the

objectives of the Agreement.

The specific terms of reference and composition of each such body/organ shall be

approved/endorsed by the Council of Ministers, on the recommendation of the ACP-EU

Joint Committee, taking into account the nature and scopeof the tasks to be completed

and the relevant expertise required of the membership to execute its mandatein a timely

and effective manner. The membership of such bodies/organs shall fully reflect the

principles of equality and genuine partnership.

A report of the Committee/Working Group’s findings, recommendation and/or decisions

shall be submitted to the next regular session of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers

through the ACP-EU Joint Committee. The Committee concerned shall, during its

deliberations, call upon relevant organisations and others it deemed appropriate, to

assist and provide additional information in the successful executionof its mandate.
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AFRICA REGIONAL PROTOCOL
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AFRICA REGIONAL PROTOCOL

PARTI

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

TITLE I

INCLUSIVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Chapeau

The Parties shall promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth and development

for mutual interest and benefit by fostering structural economic transformation and

diversification creating quality jobs with decent work conditions, and advancing regional

economic integration. They shall invest in human capital and skills, promote a sound

macroeconomic framework, and create a business environment that is conducive to

greater flows of investment and to private sector development. They shall take

measures, and cooperate to strengthen capacities to minimise and mitigate climate and

other environmental risks, supporting a paradigm shift in production and consumption,

promoting climate resilient infrastructures, renewable energy and clean technologies,

sound managementof waste and chemicals, and integrated water management,with a

view to decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation and enabling

gradual transition to circular economies. They shall harness key sectors with high growth

and high decent job creation potential, leading to integration into regional and global

high-value chains. They shall endeavourto ensure that all people benefit from unlocked

business opportunities, paying special attention to women and youth, and that core

labour standards are respected and upheld, including through effective social dialogue.

Chapter 1

Economictransformation

Article 1

Economic governance

The Parties shall improve macroeconomicstability and promote structural reforms as

well as appropriate economicfiscal and monetary Policies that create the much needed

space for investment expansion, job creation, private sector development and

strengthenresilience to economic shocks. Theyshall facilitate the process of economic

reform by improving shared understanding and exchange of information on the

fundamentals of their economies and the formulation and implementation of economic

policies.

The Parties agree to support the principles of economic good governance, adopt

measures to improve public finance management, work towards public debt

sustainability, strengthen national and regional statistical systems as well as regional

multilateral surveillance mechanisms, and promote transparent budget execution with

public access to documents, effective control systems and a competitive, transparent

and accountable public procurement system.
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The Parties shall facilitate the process of economic reform by improving shared

understanding and exchangeofinformation on the fundamentals of their economies and

the formulation and implementation of economicpolicies.

Article 2

Humancapital and skills

The Parties shall strengthen human capital by investing in the areas of education, skill

enhancementand capacity building with a view to matching the demandsof the labour

market and enhancinglabour productivity, paying particular attention to the principles of

gender equality and non-discrimination. They shall ensure that national education

systemsand curricula are geared towards future employment requirements and deliver

on national capacity needs.

The Parties shall promote demand-driven technical and vocational education and

training (TVET) systems,including by partnership with the private sector, adapted to the

needs and opportunities of local and regional labour markets in particular in rural and

remote areas.

The Parties shall cooperate to develop and implementpolicies that improvedigital skills

and literacy and integrate them into the education system.

Article 3

Business environment and investment climate

The Parties shall improve national and regional regulatory frameworks and simplify

business regulations and processes, reduce and streamline administrative formalities,

reinforce cooperation and build capacities to implement effective competition policies.

They shall adopt [EU: non-discriminatory | OACPS: open], transparent and clear

regulatory frameworks for business and investment, with protection of property rights,

Land Rights and intellectual property rights. They shall ensure effective, transparent and

predictable tax systems and improve customs'role to facilitate trade while enforcing the

rules in place to combat fraud and infringement. They shall promote policies that

enhancethe relevance,efficiency and effectivenessof labour marketinstitutions, striking

the right balance betweenflexibility and workerprotection.

The Parties shall support financial sector reforms through measures that promote the

improvement and increase of access to finance and financial services, especially for

MSMEs;the developmentandinterconnectivity of financial markets, and the integration

of capital markets to ensure anefficient allocation of savings to productive investment

and the private sector. They shall aim at fostering competition of financial service

providers, developing viable banking and non-banking financial sectors and

strengthening mobile and digital financial services in view of an increased access to

finance especially for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. They shall also aim at

enhancing their collaboration on the implementation of international standards and

ensuring open markets, protection of consumers protection and other users and

increased accessto mobile services.

76



The Parties shall endeavourto provide business andinvestors with relevant and easily

accessible information on business opportunities and on how to set up new businesses

in Africa and the European Union. They shall support structured public-private dialogue

and the networking of economic operators, and the development of business

partnerships, to ensure that private sector perspectives are taken into accountin efforts

to reduce investment risks and addressing obstacles for sustainable investment and

prioritising investment climate reform agendas.

The Parties shall support capacity building of public authorities to pursue policy

improvements and regulatory reforms to the business environment and investment

climate, including through trainings, expertise and knowledgetransfers.

The Parties agree that business environmentand investmentclimate related issuesshall

be appropriately reflected in their dialogue.

Article 4

Infrastructure

The Parties shall support sustainable and resilient developmentin keyinfrastructures

such as energy, transport, and information and communications technology (ICT) and

digital connectivity to facilitate transformation of their economies, taking into

consideration the ProgrammeforInfrastructure Developmentin Africa (PIDA).

The Parties shall cooperate in identifying, promoting and financing jointly, projects that

are expectedto facilitate the transformation of their economies. They shall cooperate to

build and maintain well-targeted infrastructure, including industrial parks and export-

processing zones,to support competitive industries and sectorslinked to global markets.

The Parties shall improve the governance of the infrastructure sector. They shall

mobilise investment, enhance domestic resource mobilisation, encourage public-private

partnerships, harness private sector skills and innovation in the provision of

infrastructure and related services.

The Parties agree to facilitate sustainable andresilient infrastructure development and

maintenance through enhanced financial, technological and technical support, with

particular attention to least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and

small island developing states.

Article 5

Intellectual property

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation, including in the formulation of the regulatory

framework for the promotion and protection and enforcementof intellectual property

rights, taking into accounttheir underlying policy objectives.

The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen capacities to promote, protect and enforce

intellectual property rights at domestic, regional and continentallevels.
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The Parties shall ensure that enforcement proceduresare available undertheir law so

as to enable right holders to take effective action against any act of infringement of

intellectual property rights.

The Parties shall build capacities to promote the registration and protection of

geographical indications (Gls) for both African and European agricultural and food

products and undertake actions to support the implementation of the AU Continental

Strategy on Gls, as well as support local communities to take full advantage of Gls to

moveup regional and globalvalue chains.

[OACPS:The Parties agree to support, as appropriate, the promotion and raise

the valueoftraditional indigenous and local knowledge, cultural expressions and

folklore. They shall promote the work of educational institutions, youth

organisations and the media and otherrelevant stakeholders to raise awareness,

teach and inform young people aboutAfrican traditional culture and indigenous

knowledge, cultural expressions andfolklore. The Parties agree to support the

establishment of databases and geographic indications, as appropriate, on

genetic resources,traditional knowledge, and cultural expressions andfolklore,

with a view to protecting them, and through increased promotion and marketing.

raise the value of indigenous and local knowledge].- To be placed under“Culture”

Article 6

Investment

The Parties undertake to work jointly to unlock sustainable and responsible investment

from domestic and foreign, public and private sources. They shall pay particular attention

to sectors that are essential for economic development, have a high potential for

sustainable job creation particularly in adding-value sectors, and foster environmental

sustainability.

The Parties agree to facilitate investment through legislation, regulations and policies,

which shall be developedin a transparent manner, encouraging public-private dialogue

and providing the opportunity for all stakeholdersto participate.

The Parties shall boostefforts towards improving the investmentclimate and business

environment. They shall support measures bridging the gap in knowledge of local

investment conditions by foreign investors. They shall promote business contacts and

information networks and facilitate joint investments and joint ventures.

The Parties shall promote effective and more strategic use of public investment to crowd

in investment from the private sector through blending, guarantees andotherinnovative

financial instrumentsin order to leverage additional resources from capital markets, de-

risk investment and facilitate access to finance. The Parties shall take into account

initiatives which contribute to the financing and promotionof private sector investmentin

Africa in order to ensure coherence.
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The Parties shall promote corporate social responsibility and responsible business

conduct throughout the entire value chain, by providing supportive policy frameworks

that encourage the uptake of relevant practices by businesses and by supporting the

adherence, implementation, follow-up and dissemination of relevant international

standards, such as the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the

OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and the ILO Tripartite Declaration of

Principles concerning Multinational Enterprise and Social Policy. They shall recognise

the contribution to sustainability and corporate social responsibility of other voluntary

initiatives, including industry self-regulation.

Article 7

Industrialisation

The Parties shall promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation in Africa, through

innovation and technological development with a focus on high-value added and labour

intensive sectors.

They shall promote the Transformation of African Economies andtheir transition from

commodity dependenceto diversified economies through the treatment and processing

of raw materials locally, manufacturing value-addition and the integration into regional

and global value chains including by taking into consideration the Strategy for

Accelerated Industrial Developmentin Africa (AIDA).

The Parties shall work towards unlocking bottlenecks that hamper industrial

development. They shall address supply-side constraints, promote productivity

enhancement, encourage the use of advanced information and communication

technologies (ICT) and artificial intelligence, and support digital transformation taking

into accountsocial, mobility, analytics and cloud (SMAC)technologies. They shall foster

climate-smart and environmentally friendly practices and the use of clean and affordable

energy.

The Parties shall seek to create industrial linkages through greater value addition for,

inter alia, agriculture and resource-rich countries. They shall foster relations between

smaller and larger industries within Africa. They shall develop the services sector to

ensurethatit efficiently contributes to industrialisation.

The Parties shall facilitate the development of Micro, Small and medium sized

Enterprises in Africa, including by developing linkages within Africa as well as synergetic

linkages with EU enterprises They shall support policies for development of

entrepreneurship among youth and women in the context of their economic

empowerment and promotion of inclusive development.
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Article 8

Private sector development

The Parties shall promote and strengthen the role of the private sector as an effective

driver of sustainable development based on corporate social responsibility and

responsible business conduct. They shall provide an enabling environmentto unlock the

potential of opportunity-driven entrepreneurship and better harness Africa’s

entrepreneurial base, combining a mixof tools suchasfinancing, services andtraining,

business culture and regulatory frameworks, as well as innovation and application of

modern technologies. They shall pay particular attention to the informal sector and the

formalisation of informal economic activities.

The Parties shall establish the right business framework and support micro, small and

medium-size enterprises (MSMEs) and start-ups to seize growth opportunities, including

by promoting initiatives for their internationalisation. They shall strengthen MSME

support services by focussing on accompanying measures, market access, capacity

building, and business upgrading. They shall promote and support innovation and

entrepreneurship, especially among the youth, and women.

The Parties shall support structured dialogue between European and African private

sectors and cooperation between African and European Union SMEsto help create an

improved business environment enabling growthin all economicsectors.

The Parties shall promote private sector commitment and action on green business

developmentandthe circular economy, including through the development of social

entrepreneurship and the facilitation of access to sustainable finance.

The Parties shall encourage and facilitate a wider use of their respective currencies in

their international transactions.

[Article 9

RegionalIntegration

[OACPS:TheParties shall support the development of economic cooperation and

enhanceAfrican States’ competitiveness through,interalia, the build-up of larger

markets, the free movement of persons, goods, services capital, labour and

technology, in the context of the implementation of the Treaty establishing the

African Economic Community (Abuja Treaty).]

[OACPS: Cooperation shall build on existing regional integration initiatives of

both parties and cooperation shall be mutually reinforcing Cooperation. It shall

address, in particular, supply and demand side constraints, notably

interconnectivity of infrastructure, economic diversification and trade

development measuresas a meansof enhancing African States’ competitiveness.

While doing so, The Parties shall leverage on applicable/relevant positive aspects

of various regional and global agreements, whichthey ascribeto.]

80



Article 10

Trade cooperation

The Parties, acknowledging the importance of trade as a major contributor to economic

growth and development,shall bolster trade opportunities for their mutual benefit. They

shall cooperate to build trade capacity and put in place the framework conditions and

policiesto facilitate increased trade flows between them.

The Parties agree that Trade cooperation shall be implementedin full conformity with

the provisions of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), including special and differential

treatment.

The Parties agree that trade cooperation shall primarily build on existing preferential

trade arrangements and the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs).

Signatories to the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) shall support the

implementation of these agreements,including the possibility for broadening the scope

of EPAs and the accession of new memberswhere appropriate.

The Parties shall cooperate to support, with their respective means, the implementation

of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

The Parties agree that the implementation of the EPAs, the African Continental Free

Trade Area, and other applicable trading arrangements, are complementary and

mutually supportive as well as contributing to the deepening of the regional and

continental Integration process under the African Union trade and structural

transformation agenda.

The Parties agree to maintain or establish, at the appropriate levels, joint arrangements

to monitor implementation of EPAs and discussotherapplicable trading arrangements,

and assesstheir impact on the developmentof African economies and ontheir regional

and continental integration processes.

The Parties shall support regional economic integration processes, including through

trade facilitation and regulatory harmonisation, promote intra-African trade and the

integration of African countries into regional and global value chains. They also agree to

facilitate and stimulate the creation and consolidation of regional markets for goods and

services.

The Parties shall supportinitiatives that reduce and eliminate unnecessary technical

barriers to trade within the scope of the WTO Agreementon Technical Barriers to Trade

(TBT). They shall cooperate to strengthen sanitary and phyto-sanitary regulations and

practices pursuant to the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS)

measures.In particular, the Parties shall cooperate to develop international standards

at the relevant International Standards Bodies (ISBs), taking into consideration the

relevant policy frameworks of the Parties. They shall also cooperate to enhance

transparency in the development of regulatory measures and implementation of

standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures(e.g. testing,

certification, calibration), and shall address among others, issues of metrology and

accreditation, of laboratories. combined with an adequate market surveillance

infrastructure.
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10.

11.

12.

The Parties shall cooperate in the areaof trade facilitation, building on their respective

commitments under the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation. They shall adopt

measures,including technical assistance, to implement the WTO TBT SPS and TF

Agreements and support compliance with international standards through appropriate

capacity building.

The Parties shall stimulate market development through infrastructure linkages and

prioritise the removal of unnecessary barriers and constraints facing exports between

Africa and the EU.

The Parties commit, accordingto their levels of developmentandpriorities, to enhancing

market accessfor goodsto African and EU marketsin order to maximize the benefits of

existing trade agreements.

Chapter2

Key sectors

Article 1

Agriculture

The Parties shall cooperate to increase sustainable and quality agricultural production,

productivity, and processing with a view to enhancing food and nutrition security,

improving livelihoods, creating decent jobs, improving value chains, and expanding

incomes. They shall strengthen climate resilient practices, promote sustainable

managementand useof natural resources and ecosystem services,eliminate incentives

that generate unsustainable production patterns, and utilise the most sustainable energy

efficient and low-carbon technologies. They shall ensure the transition towards

sustainable food systems by pay attention to all dimensions of sustainability and shall

strengthenthe resilience of the agri-food systemsto climate and environmentalrisks and

exogenousshocks.

They Parties shall cooperate with a view to boosting public and private investments and

better linking European and African businesses in the Agri-food sector and to

exchanging best practises and bringing together European and African Expertise for

Agricultural development. They Parties shall support the implementation of the

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP).

The Parties shall bolster investment, putting in place investor-friendly rules and

regulations to promote responsible private investment and make such investmentthrive

in the agri-food sector. They shall support the development of sustainable agri-food

value chains, through amongst others, improved rural infrastructures, enhanced

vocational training and education, agriculture research and technologies, and facilitated

accessto finance and markets.

The Parties shall cooperate to improve opportunities for agriculture producers,

processors and exporters to access marketsat national, regional and global levels. They

shall promote capacity building in the area of sanitary and phyto-sanitary standards,fair

trade schemesfor agro-processing, access to services and agricultural advice, and
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appropriate technologies, with a special focus on the capacity of young farmers, women,

smallholders and family farmers. They shall build the capacities of family farming

organisations, MSMEs, in production and processing techniques, by establishing

empowermentpolicies particularly for young people and women.

The Parties shall cooperate on agriculture sector governance, notably through support

measuresfor information and early warning systemsto preventcrises, through inclusive

policy-making, and through building the capacities of professional organisations at the

national, regional, and continental levels. They shall facilitate accessto agricultural land

and inheritance rights, including for family farmers, young people, and women.

Article 2

Livestock andleather

The Parties shall cooperate to improve sustainable livestock production, improve

pastoralism and cross-border transhumance, developlivestock value chains, including

by enhancing the capacity of professional organisations, and support the processing,

conservation, trade and developmentof animal products suchas leather, milk, and meat

in view of environmentally sustainable, climate resilient, socio-economic development

and inclusive growth. They shall also cooperate to modernise infrastructure for

processing and marketinglivestock and livestock productswith a viewto facilitate access

to markets and strengtheninter-regional markets in Africa.

The Parties shall cooperate to develop and modernise the livestock sector in keeping

with the objectives of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme

(CAADP), taking into consideration the Livestock Development Strategy for Africa

(LiDeSA).

The Parties shall cooperate to improve animal health, enhanceveterinary services, and

ensure the sustainable managementof agro-pastoral resources. They shall encourage

the establishment of the appropriate national and regional regulatory frameworks, as

well as to strengthen the veterinary research capabilities. They shall cooperate to

address the risks emerging from Transboundary Animal Diseases (TADs) by

strengthening monitoring mechanisms and cross-border epidemiological cooperation.

Article 3

Blue economyandFisheries

The Parties shall support the blue economy, reconciling sustainable economic growth

with improvedlivelihoods, social equity, conservation of marine and inland ecosystems

and their biodiversity, resilience to climate change, and strengthening food security and

transparent, reliable and secure food systems.

The Parties agree to promote sustainable and responsible investment in the blue

economy and support targeted interventions to stimulate greater private sector

investment. They shall promote integrated watershed managementand marine spatial

planning to reconcile multiple use demandsand environmental protection. They shall

further promote technology development and transfer, the sharing of knowledge,

innovations, best practices and lessonslearned on a sustainable blue economy.
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The Parties shall promote sustainable marine and inland fisheries for job creation,

income generation,the fight against poverty, and enhanced food security and improved

nutrition. They shall facilitate joint ventures, promote value addition, and address post-

harvest losses through appropriate measures and foster improved access to markets.

They shall also enhance the social and economic benefits of small-scale fisheries

includingartisanal fisheries by building sustainablefisheries value chains, strengthening

investments andlocal capacities while paying attention to the participation of vulnerable

and marginalized persons.

The Parties shall ensure the conservation and sustainable management and use of

marine andinland fisheries resources in order to maintain fish stocks at sustainable

levels, avoid overfishing, support the implementation of climate smart policies and

minimize the negative impacts of fishing on the natural environment. They shall also

promote regional cooperation and foster best practices in fisheries management,

including promoting the collection and reporting of fisheries data and statistics.

The Parties shall cooperate to develop sustainable marine and inland aquaculture,

through effective spatial planning, an ecosystem based approach, better access to

finance, and enhancedlevel playing field for investors, ensuring that it meets the

concernsoflocal communities.

The Parties shall promote the sustainable developmentof coastal and maritime tourism

that generates revenue and create jobs with due consideration to the environmental and

social dimensions.

[OACPS: The Parties shall improve competitiveness of [African] maritime

industries by strengthening sustainable infrastructure and equipmentof[African]

port facilities.] They shall explore the possibility of creating green ports].

The Parties shall explore the potential of innovative, new and emerging sustainable

maritime activities including tidal energy. They shall set up the necessary regulatory and

policy frameworks for their future development, supporting research and reducing

technical bottlenecksto facilitate access for investors whilst avoiding risks to the marine

environment.

The Parties shall support the implementation of blue economystrategies and action

plans. They shall facilitate the engagementof the private sector and other stakeholders

in the development and implementation of a sustainable blue economy. They shall give

due attention to the development of small island developing states, recognising their

dependenceon the ocean.

Article 4

Extractive industries and processing

The Parties shall promote the extractive industries sector to achieve inclusive growth

and sustainable developmentand the transformation of African economies. The Parties

shall encourage investmentsin extractive industries and processing, taking into account

the principle of countries’ sovereignty over natural resources. They shall promote greater

integration between African and European value chains.
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In this context, the Parties shall promote fair and responsible and [EU: undistorted]!

[ACP: equitable] access to extractive resources, fully respecting the sovereignty of

countries overtheir natural resources and foster their sustainable trade between ACP

and EU operators and upholdingthe rights of affected communities. They shall support

the development, harmonisation and implementation of coherent policies and robust

regulatory and legal frameworks on exploration, exploitation, handling, licensing,

contracting, taxation, processing, and exporting of extractive resources. They shall

encourage the participation of local economic operators in the investment chain and

contribute to promote their competitiveness of local economic operators through the

transfer of skills and technology in and becomefull actors in the value chains.

The Parties shall promote good governancein the extractive sector for socioeconomic

development. They shall strengthen national legislation to ensure compliance with

internationally recognised principles and guidelines, taking into consideration regional

strategies as appropriate. They shall combattax fraud and tax evasion and ensure that

all operators pay the requisite taxes, fees and royalties dueto host countries. They shall

fight the illegal exploitation and trade of mineral resources through national, regional and

international legal means.

The Parties shall support national, regional, and international initiatives to achieve

greater transparency and accountability in the use and managementof the extractive

resources,including through the promotion of the Kimberley Process and the Extractive

Industry TransparencyInitiative (EITI) and other relevantinitiatives on responsible and

sustainable extraction and sourcing of minerals such as the OECD Due Diligence

Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-

Risk Areas.

The Parties shall support the developmentof appropriate legislation and mechanisms,

taking into account the needs of and fostering the engagementof artisanal and small

scale miners, local communities, civil society to ensure inclusive and sustainable

exploitation of extractive resources. They shall promote environmental sustainability,

climate-smart practices, decent work conditions, health and safety of local communities,

and respect for humanrights in line with international obligations and commitments.

They shall cooperate to build the productive capacities of local entrepreneurs in the

extractive value chains, and artisanal and small-scale miners, and shall encourage social

partnerships between mining companies, local communities, and other relevant

stakeholders. They shall promote national and regional mapping and exploration

activities to improve the quality of geological information and geo-data management

systemsin Africa.

Article 5

Manufacturing

The Parties shall cooperate to foster sustainable manufacturing in Africa, developing

tailored-madestrategies aimed at reducing dependency on low-end primary production

and creating value addition at local and regionallevel.

The Parties shall developpolicies to attract more domestic andforeign direct investment

into the manufacturing sector. They shall cooperate to support capacity of micro-, small-

and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs.They shall promote innovation and advanced

manufacturing clusters, networks and partnerships.
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The Parties shall endeavour to increase the proportion of labour-intensive

manufacturing. They shall cooperate to assimilate new and emerging technologies with

a view to transforming supply chains and modernising production.

The Parties shall support efforts in increasing trade of manufactured goods through

linkages to markets, trade facilitation including for enhanced quality standards, and

infrastructures. They shall strengthen regional integration to unlock Africa’s

manufacturing potential and improveits competitiveness on global markets.

Article 6

Services

The Parties, shall take measures that support the developmentof a vibrant and robust

services sector so as to pave the wayfor increased service exports, investments and

strengthenedregional integration and inter-regional cooperation.

The Parties shall develop sector-specific policies and measures to address regulatory

hurdles, improvetheinstitutional and regulatory frameworks and strengthen capacity in

the supply of services. They shall support the implementation of the WTO General

Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), deepen regional cooperation and reduce

fragmentation of the services marketsin Africa, strengthen generation and analysis of

data for trade in services, and support the monitoring of servicesintegration and the

impactof reforms on loweringtrade costs.

The Parties shall cooperate to enhancetrade in services, including the movementof

natural personsfor business purposes between Africa and the EU,with particular focus

on key sectors for their economic growth and development, such as information and

communication technologies, health, financial services, distribution, tourism,

construction and related engineering services, culture and creative industriesin line with

existing international agreements.

Article 7

Transport

The Parties shall cooperate towards achieving modern, safe, secure and sustainable

transport systems, enhancing interconnectivity within Africa as well as between Africa

and the European Union.

The Parties shall improve the overall governanceof the transport sector, developing and

implementingefficient regulations allowing fair competition within and betweentransport

modes. They shall aim at reducing the environmental impact of transport modes by

promoting clean energy through improved fuel standards and energy efficient

technologies.

The Parties shall bolster investment to support the further development of transport

infrastructures and networks(i.e. road, air, water, rail), paying particular attention to

missing-link infrastructures and their maintenance, taking into account the Programme

for Infrastructure Developmentin Africa (PIDA). They shall improve the accessto basic

infrastructures for rural and remote communities in order to enhance their socio-

economic development.
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(The Parties shall promote dialogue and cooperation towards the goals of unrestricted

accessto international maritime markets and trade based on fair competition on a

commercial basis. Each Party shall grant, inter alia, a treatment no less favourable than

that accordedto its own ships,for ships operated by nationals or companiesof the other

Party, and for ships registered in the territory of either Party, with respect to access to

ports, the useof infrastructures and auxiliary maritime services of those ports as well as

related fees and charges, custom facilities and the assignmentof berths and facilities for

loading and unloading).

The Parties shall cooperate in the aviation sector, including by supporting the

establishment and strengthening of the Single African Air Transport Market. They shall

bolster investment, broaden and deepen regulatory cooperation, and enhance safety

and security, as well as airspace surveillance, including their capability to respond to

related threats andrisks.

Article 8

Sustainable energy

The Parties shall endeavourto accelerate access to sustainable and affordable energy,

develop resilient energy infrastructures, particularly in rural areas, and promote the

developmentof renewable energy and efficient energy use. They shall promote the use

of the mostefficient energy and low-carbon technologiesin all sectors particularly in

agriculture, manufacturing, extractive industries and tourism.

The Parties shall promote energy security and establish and reinforce effective energy

interconnections within Africa and between Europe and Africa to ensure reliable and

affordable energy supply. They shall address regulatory, economic, societal and other

challengesrelated to the developmentofstrategic sustainable energy corridors.

The Parties shall facilitate open, transparent, competitive and functioning energy

markets by adopting legal and regulatory frameworks that drive investment in

sustainable energy, energy storage and energy efficiency. They shall phase out

environmental harmful fossil fuel subsidies. They undertake to strengthen the

partnership between European andAfrican private sectors, as well as the engagement

of their public and private sectors, in order to boost investment in sustainable energy

generation, energy efficiency and energy access. They shall mobilise investment in a

diversified and clean energy mix for electricity, favouring renewable resources. They

shall support the successful implementation of relevant national and regional energy

initiatives in Africa, including through contributing to the objectives of the African

Renewable EnergyInitiative (ARE).

The Parties shall promote energy efficiency and energy savings at all stages of the

energy chain, from generation to consumption. They agree to work towards increasing

sustainable energy generation and storage capacity, and to improve transmission and

distribution infrastructure with the promotion of solutions that are safe and sustainable,

resource efficient, climate smart and contribute more effectively to poverty eradication.
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The Parties shall support the developmentand uptakeof clean, diverse, cost-effective

and sustainable energy technologies, with a focus on renewable and low emission

energy technologies and energy efficiency and energy savings measures, through

strengthening capacities and favouring Africa-Europe partnerships, linkages and joint

ventures between economic operators. They shall promote Joint Research and

innovation networks in renewable energy and energyefficiency.

The Parties shall support sector reforms and the developmentof appropriate regulatory

and policy frameworks to ensure regional interconnectivity and cooperation in the area

of energy. They shall strengthen regional powerpools as a vehicle for integrated cross-

border energy markets and trading.

Article 9

Information and Communication Technologies and digital economy

The Parties shall increase access to open, affordable and secure information and

communication technologies, including by supporting private and public investments.

Theyshall endeavourto establish the necessary regulatory institutions to licence service

providers, promote competitive behaviour, and ensure fair treatment of consumers as

well as data and consumerprotection.

The Parties shall improve access to digital technologies and services and establish

affordable digital connectivity, including by creating a conducive policy and regulatory

framework. Theyshall improve the business environment and facilitate accessto finance

and business support services to foster digitally enabled entrepreneurship and

mainstream digitalisation to increase efficiency and effectivenessof interventionsin all

economic sectors with the objective of achieving inclusive economic growth and

transformation.

The Parties shall cooperate to create an enabling environment, specifically through the

establishment and adaptation of appropriate, legal, and institutional frameworks, to

unlockthe potential of the digital economy,including e-commerce,in the creation of jobs

and economic development, with a particular focus on womenand youth.

The Parties shall support the transition towards knowledge-based economies.

Article 10

Tourism

The Parties shall cooperate to create an enabling environment for a balanced and

sustainable developmentof tourism, which fosters economic development, generates

employment, and promotes the integration of environmental, cultural and social

considerations including addressing challengesparticular to the tourism industry.

The Parties shall bolster investment in the promotion and development of tourism

products, with due regard to the competitive position of the micro, small and medium-

sized enterprises (MSMEs). Theyshall strengthen linkages between the tourism sector

and other relevant economic sectors, such as agriculture, forestry, transport, the blue

economy,cultural industries and heritage, with a view to optimising the socio-economic

benefits of tourism.
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The Parties shall enhancethe protection and promotionof cultural patrimony and natural

resources,paying particular attention to environmental and wildlife protection. They shall

respect the integrity and interests of local communities and maximise their involvement

in the process of tourism development, in particular rural and community tourism and

ecotourism.

The Parties shall developinitiatives that promote sustainable tourism flows and improve

service standards. Theyshall promotetraining and exchangesof experiences, and share

information and statistics of mutual interest in the tourism sector.

Chapter3

Science, technology development, research and innovation

Article 1

Science and technology development

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation in the areas of science and technology for

mutual benefit with the aim of promoting social and economic development, tackling

global societal challenges, and improving regional competitiveness.

Article 2

Researchandinnovation

The Parties agree to mobilize resources to foster research and innovation activities

aimed at supporting inclusive economic growth and development and the transition

towards knowledge-based societies and economies.

The Parties shall encourage the developmentof researchinfrastructures and facilities.

Theyshall foster basic and applied research, including in the areas of engineering and

artificial intelligence, and encourage opendatain pursuit of mutually beneficial scientific

excellence. They shall promote research undertaken in African universities, institutes,

and research centres, with special attention to capacity building as well as the transfer

of technology and know-how. They shall enhance participation in global research,

technology developmentandtransfer, innovation and knowledgeproduction.

The Parties shall promote and support innovative mobility and training schemes for

students, academics and researchers and build capacity of higher educationinstitutions

to network effectively in research and innovation. They shall encourage dialogue,

knowledge exchangeandcollaboration between the academic community, researchers

and innovators, and the private sector with a view The Parties shall support innovation

to enhancing productivity and competitiveness and strengthening entrepreneurial

ecosystems.

Article 3

Space and geospatial technology

The Parties shall harnessthe potential benefits of space science, technology, innovation

and applications on matters of commoninterestsin the areaof civil spaceactivities, such

as space research, Global Navigation Satellite Systems application and services,

development of satellite augmentation systems and Earth Observation and Earth

Science,particularly on the useof early warning and surveillance. They shall cooperate

to develop a sustainable and responsible space market and industry that promotes and

respondsto the needsof African and European regions.
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The Parties shall cooperate to conductactivities that exploit space technologies and

applications for sustainable development and improvementof the welfare of the people

and addressing Africa’s socio-economic opportunities and challenges taking into

consideration the African Space Policy Strategy. They shall improve access to space-

derived data, information, services and products.
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TITLE Il: HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Chapeau

The Parties shall work towards eradicating poverty in all its forms by 2030, combatting

inequality, achieving gender equality, and creating the conditions to enable everyone to

enjoy life in dignity, participate in democratic life and make an active contribution to

sustainable economic growth. They shall foster social protection with a view to

eradicating poverty and fighting inequalities and as a means to create a self-

strengthening cycle towardsinclusive, equitable, and sustainable development. They

shall invest in humancapital as an integral part of human and social development, as

well as way to increase the employability of young people for enhanced productivity and

entrepreneurship.

Chapter 1

Human development

Article 1

Education

The Parties shall aim at achieving universal, inclusive and equitable access to quality

educationatall levels, from pre-school to higher education including improved enrolment

and retention rates. They shall enhance the quality of formal education and non-formal

learning, cooperate in curriculum development and improve infrastructure and

equipmentof existing education centres. Particular attention shall be givento the specific

needs of womenandgirls, as well as the most vulnerable and marginalised groups,

including personswith disabilities, and in situations of emergency and fragility.

The Parties shall promote the expandeddelivery and application of science, technology,

engineering and mathematics (STEM) andarts, for all. They shall promote the use of

accessible and affordable digital technologies and the developmentof digital skills and

literacy forall.

The Parties shall endeavour to boost enrolments and quality in tertiary education,

technical and vocational training education, and work-based and adult learning, to

ensure the constitution of a critical mass of skilled innovation workers and highly

educated people andto respondeffectively to specific economic needs.

The Parties shall work together to encourage recognition and transparency of

qualifications and improved quality assurance and relevance. They shall increase

support for concrete initiatives to facilitate mobility of students, staff and

academics/researchers between Europe andAfrica and acrossAfrica. They shall foster

partnerships betweeninstitutions and promote developmentandtransfer of knowledge.

Article 2

Health

The Parties shall aim at achieving universal health coverage and equitable access to

quality essential health services, including through strengthened national health systems

and functioning modern health carefacilities.
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The Parties shall cooperate to eliminate preventable maternal, child and neo-natal

mortality and morbidity. [OACPS:The Parties shall aim at delivering comprehensive

health services, including access to sexual and reproductive health, respecting

national laws and the Maputo Protocol on the Rights of Womenofthe African

Charter on HumanandPeople’s Rights.]

The Parties shall cooperate to address the growing incidence and burden of non-

communicable diseases.

The Parties shall cooperate to tackle communicable diseases and vector borne

diseases,including neglected tropical diseases. They shall cooperate to address health

pandemics such as HIV/Aids, tuberculosis and malaria and reduce substantially the

proportion of death attributable to these diseases. They shall support access to safe and

affordable essential medicines, vaccines and diagnostics, including universal access to

anti-retroviral treatment for persons with HIV/AIDS.

The Parties shall strengthen capacity for emergency preparedness and response to

detect, prevent and respond to disease outbreaks and other health threats such as

antimicrobial resistance taking a one-health approach. They agree to scale up support

to national and regional health prevention, surveillance and monitoring systems.

[(EU: The Parties shall commit to the full and effective implementation of the

Beijing Platform for Action and the Programme of Action of the International

Conference on Population and Development and the outcomesoftheir review

conferences and shall commit to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive

rights, in this context. Having that in mind, the Parties shall, in accordance with

national context, commit to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right

of women every—individual to have full control over, and decide freely and

responsibly on matters related to their sexuality-and sexual and reproductive

health, free from discrimination, coercion and violence. They shall further stress

the needfor universal accessto quality and affordable comprehensive sexual and

reproductive health information, education, including age-appropriate

comprehensive sexuality education, and health-care services.)]

The Parties shall cooperate in the promotion of local knowledge and regulation of

traditional medicinein public health activities.

Article 3

Water, sanitation, and housing

The Parties shall work towards ensuring that everyone has access to modern and

liveable habitats with quality basic services.

The Parties shall promote accessto affordable and decent housing to all in sustainable

humansettlements, taking into accounteffective and territorial planning and land tenure,

use and managementsystems when enacting housing policies. They shall work towards

reducing the proportion of peopleliving in slums and shall cooperate to upgrade slums

and informalsettlements.

The Parties shall foster universal accessto sufficient, safe, physically accessible and

affordable water for personal and domestic use, including through sustainable and

integrated water resources and systems management, aswell as a moreefficient use of

water and waterrecycling.
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The Parties shall boost physical, affordable and acceptable accessto sanitation forall,

in all spheresoflife, that is safe, hygienic, secure, socially and culturally acceptable and

that providesprivacy and ensuresdignity.

The Parties shall increase access to sustainable energy services for all and support

efficiency in energy usage by households.

Article 4

Foodsecurity and improved nutrition

The Parties shall enhance accessto safe and nutritious food, with a view to achieving

the zero hungertarget and eradicating famines and other typesof food crises. They shall

support the establishment of adequate systemsof food supply andstorage.

The Parties shall fight all forms of malnutrition, including through improved food

production and distribution and better sanitation and environmental conditions. They

shall support sustainable agricultural production and productivity and small-scale

fisheries to unleashtheir full potential as critical sources for food and nutrition security,

including through improved access to finance for small producers and developed

irrigation, storage and transport infrastructure to facilitate market access and ensure food

product safety and quality.

The Parties shall build resilience to food-related shocks of the most vulnerable

populations through strengthened social safety nets. They shall enhance coordination

between development and humanitarian action so as to better anticipate, prevent and

prepare for famines and othertypes of food crises, and ensure timely action for making

food available locally.

Chapter2

Inequality and social cohesion

Article 1

Inequality and social protection

The Parties shall promote the development and implementationof policies and systems

of social protection and security in order to eradicate poverty, fight inequalities and

enhancesocial cohesion.

They Parties shall support the transformative role of social protection policies and

systems, fostering equity, promoting social inclusion and dialogue with social partners,

and strengtheninginclusive, equitable and sustainable economic growth. They shall aim

at building progressively universal, nationally ownedsocial protection systems, including

through the adoption of minimum social protection floors, particularly for persons in

vulnerablesituations.

The Parties shall cooperate in supportof attaining and sustaining income growth of the

bottom 40% of the population at a rate higher than the national average.

The Parties shall endeavourto ensurethat all persons working in the formal sector are

provided with social security and to boost the numberof people in the informal sector

and rural economy that have accessto social security, with the goal of progressively

reaching universality.
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The Parties shall developinitiatives to support the transition from the informal to the

formal economy,including accessto credit and micro-finance and strengthened social

protection measures.

The Parties shall promote and facilitate dialogue between employers’ and workers’

organisations’ in the formal and informal economy,as well ascivil society organisations,

including through capacity building.

Article 2

Decent work

The Parties shall support the development and implementation of macroeconomic,

employment and social policies that focus on the creation of full and productive

employment and decentworkforall, particularly for youth, women,as well as vulnerable

persons and groups.

The Parties shall develop and maintain inclusive and well-functioning labour markets

and adopt measures that address the informal economy and prevent unfair labour

practices.

The Parties shall support measures that ensure equal employment opportunities and

remuneration for work of equal value and guarantee adequate paid parental leave in

both the public andprivate sectors. They shall adopt prevention and protection measures

against all forms of discrimination in the workplace, ensure respect for fundamental

rights at work and enhancehealthy and safe conditions for workers.

The Parties shall work towards the elimination of child labour with priority given to the

worst forms.

Article 3

Personswith disabilities

The Parties shall promote, protect and ensurethefull and equal enjoymentof all human

rights by all persons with disabilities, in view of the effective implementation of the

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

The Parties shall take measures to ensure the full inclusion in society of persons with

disabilities and their participation in all spheres of public and private life, including in

democratic and political affairs and decision-making processes. They shall prevent,

combatandeliminate any harmful practice, all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse

or discrimination against persons with disabilities and protect relatives, caregivers or

intermediaries from discrimination on the basis of their association with persons with

disabilities.

The Parties shall promote equal and barrier-free accessto social services, transportation

and otherphysical infrastructures and to recreational and cultural activities for persons

with disabilities, and shall support alternative methods of communication, where

appropriate, to enable their full inclusion in society.
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The Parties shall promote equal accessto labour markets prohibiting any discrimination

onthe basis of disability with regard to all forms and conditions of employment. They

shall support the employmentof personswith disabilities in the public and private sector

through targeted policies and incentive measures, including for self-employment and

entrepreneurship.

Article 4

Culture, sports and people-to-people contacts

The Parties shall support culture as an engine for sustainable and economic

development. They shall create an enabling environmentfor cultural innovation, diversity

and developmentas well as for the creation, protection, production and distribution of

cultural works. They shall encourage the use of new information and communication

technologies to promotetheir culture.

The Parties shall enhance the protection and promotion of tangible and intangible

cultural heritage, as well as the diversity of cultural expressions, with a view to enhancing

mutual understanding andfostering balanced cultural exchanges.

The Parties shall endeavour to promote the mobility of culture professionals and the

circulation of works of art and carry outjointinitiatives in various cultural and creative

sectors. They shall encourage intercultural exchanges and dialogue among youth

organisations and civil society from Africa and Europe.

The Parties shall support the development of creative industries. They shall work

towards putting in place an appropriate institutional framework and support measures

with a viewto stimulating artistic creation and facilitating exchangeof artistic expression.

[OACPS: The Parties shall take appropriate measures for the protection and

enforcement of intellectual property rights related to the expression of cultural

diversity. They shall enact national and regional laws and regulations

guaranteeing the protection of copyright; and set up authors’ associations and

copyright offices for, inter alia, protecting the material and moral interests of

producers of cultural goods andservices)].

[OACPS:TheParties shall cooperateto fightillicit trafficking of African cultural

property and ensure that such cultural property is returned to their countries of

origin; in the case where the cultural properties cannot be returned to their

countriesof origin, the host country shall share the income generated through the

exploitation of these properties with the concerned country of origin. They shall

ensure that archives and other historical records, which have beenillicitly

removed from Africa are returned to African Governmentsin order that they may

have complete archives concerningthe history of their country. The Parties shall

provide appropriate physical and environmental conditions to safeguard and

protect returned archives andhistorical records.]

The Parties shall promote sport as a driver for sustainable development, social inclusion,

non-discrimination and advance on human rights. They shall endeavour to develop

adequate facilities and encourage people’s participation in sporting and other physical

education activities. They shall also support sport as a meansforintercultural dialogue

and cooperation betweennations, prevention of conflict and violence, and post-conflict

reconciliation.
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Chapter3

Population and development

Article 1

Demography

The Parties shall acknowledge the need for managing the opportunities and challenges

of demographic changein order to better meet the aspirations and hopes of future

African and European generations.

The Parties shall ensure the systematic collection, analysis storage and dissemination

of national statistics and data on all the population in accordance with ethical,

confidentiality and privacy standards and shall take data and trendsinto accountin their

developmentplans.

The Parties shall empowerandinvest in youth and women, acknowledging theircritical

role in demographic processes. They shall promote their humanrights and provide them

with the education and skills they need. They shall mobilise investment and unlock

economic opportunities, so as to harnessthe potential of large youth populations.

Article 2

Genderequality and empowerment of women

The Parties agree to strengthen cooperation aimed at improving and expanding equal

participation and opportunities for all, in all sectors of political, economic, social and

cultural life. They shall ensure that the gender perspective is systematically

mainstreamedacrossall policies and programmes.

The Parties shall cooperate to promote the human and social development of women

and girls. They shall endeavour to removeall barriers in the area of health and education

to eliminate genderdisparities. They shall work towards universal and equal access to

formal and vocational education in order to reach their full potential and realise their

aspirations. They shall ensure that learning materials and teaching methods are gender-

responsive and encourage girls and women to undertake studies in the STEM

disciplines.

The Parties shall facilitate equal access by women to economic opportunities,

employment,credit and financial services, and the control over and useof land and other

productive assets. They shall cooperate to support womenentrepreneurs,to eliminate

the gender pay gap, and to removediscriminatory regulations and practices. They shall

take effective measuresto identify and take action against acts of sexism and address

root causes of gender inequality such as negative social norms and genderstereotypes

including in mass media.

The Parties shall strengthen girls’ and women’s voice and participation in politicallife

through measures to achieve gender parity in electoral, policy and governance

processes, senior governmentpositions, including constitutional bodies and state-

owned businesses, and shall promote their active role in peacebuilding and

reconciliation efforts.
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The Parties shall enact and enforce legislation that protects girls and womenfrom all

formsof violence,including sexual and gender-based violence, sexual exploitation and

abuseandtrafficking.

[EU: The Parties shall commit to the full and effective implementation of the

Beijing Platform for Action and the Programme of Action of the International

Conference on Population and Development and the outcomesoftheir review

conferences and shall commit to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive

rights, in this context. Having that in mind, the Parties shall, in accordance with

national context, commit to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right

of women every—individual to have full control over, and decide freely and

responsibly on matters related to their sexuality-and sexual and reproductive

health, free from discrimination, coercion and violence. They shall further stress

the needfor universal accessto quality and affordable comprehensive sexual and

reproductive health information, education, including age-appropriate

comprehensive sexuality education, and health-care services.]

Article 3

Youth

The Parties shall support youth entrepreneurship and shall undertake to secure decent

employmentfor young people,including by supporting them in acquiring labour market-

relevantskills through education, vocational and technicaltraining, enhanced access to

digital technologies, andfacilitated access to land and credit. They shall establish youth-

friendly employmentservices to connect young people to employment opportunities in

areas wheretheseare available or are growing.

The Parties shall cooperate to empower young people and work to open spacefortheir

active inclusion in decision-making processes and participation in democratic and

political life as well as in peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts. They shall promote

policies and programmes for marginalised youth, including youth advocacy

programmes,to offer them the opportunity and motivation to re-integrate into society.

The Parties shall support initiatives aimed at ensuring accessto quality basic services

for all children, preventing the recruitment and use of children in conflict situations,

ending all formsof violence and harmful practices againstchildren, including child, early,

and forced marriage, child labour, child abuse and corporal punishment, with a special

focus on childrenin situations of vulnerability.

Article 4

Sustainable urbanisation and rural development

The Parties shall boost the potential of cities as hubs for sustainable and inclusive growth

and innovation.

The Parties shall promote sustainable land use planning, equitable managementof land

markets paying particular attention to transparent and regulated land acquisitions and

property rights, sustainable urban mobility and smart, safe cities that make use of

opportunities from digitalisation and technologies. They shall integrate sustainable

energy production and energy efficiency solutions, encourage productive use of energy,

improve managementof waste, and addressall forms of pollution. They shall enhance
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urban mobility solutions and ensure that services and infrastructure provisions are

designed to be climate- and environment-friendly and resources are used efficiently.

Theyshall build cities’ resilience to shocks and harmess opportunities for a low-emission

and climate-resilient economy.

The Parties shall promote a balancedterritorial development of rural economies and

communities, with a special focus on employment and income generation. They shall

accelerate rural diversification through adding value to local products and exploiting

natural and cultural resources.

The Parties shall promote inclusive, balanced, integrated territorial and urbanpolicies,

and multi-level governmental coordination actively engaging local authorities and

communities, forging strongerlinks betweenrural and urban areas.
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TITLE Ill: ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENTANDCLIMATE

CHANGE

Chapeau

The Parties shall take ambitious action to mitigate and adapt to climate change,protect

and improve the quality of the environment, and managenatural resources sustainably,

with a view to stopping and reversing climate change and environmental degradation,

and attaining sustainable development. They shall adopt concrete measures to reduce

and prevent loss of biodiversity, maintain and restore ecosystems, protect and fight

illegal trade of wildlife, promote the sustainable managementof water, land and other

natural resources, strengthen ocean governance, combatall formsof pollution, promote

sound waste management, and build resilience to natural disasters. They shall work

together to prevent climate change impacts and environmental degradation from

continuing to act as a threat multiplier with serious implications for peace and security.

They shall accelerate the transition to greener pathways for development in key

economic sectors, promote circular economies and resource efficiency, support clean

and sustainable energy and low-carbon technologies, ensuring that economic growth

goes handin hand with low-emissiontransition and environmental sustainability. They

shall endeavourto build effective alliances in international settings with a view to driving

global action forward. They shall build capacity to implement multilateral environmental

agreementsto whichthey are parties and shall mainstream environmental sustainability,

climate change objectives, and the pursuit of environmentally sustainable growth into

national andlocal policies, plans and investments. They shall promote the constructive

engagementof local authorities, civil society and the private sector and respectfor the

rights ofall, including indigenous peoples and local communities.

Chapter1

Environmental sustainability and natural resources management

Article 1

Biodiversity and ecosystems

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure that biodiversity and ecosystems are preserved,

protected, and restored so that the significant economic,social and cultural services they

provide continue to support humanwell-being and economic growth. They shall develop

and implementnational biodiversity strategies and actions plans (NBSAPs)in line with

the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocols.

The Parties shall enact legislation and adoptintegrated strategies for the incorporation

of biodiversity considerations in all relevant sectors. They shall support innovative

options, such as nature-basedsolutions or agro-ecology, as well as valuing ecosystems

services, in maximising mainstreaming ofbiodiversity.

The Parties shall take an inclusive approachto address key drivers of habitat loss such

as land use change, the expansion of subsistence agriculture, and the developmentof

commercial agriculture, urban areas and energy infrastructures. They shall take

measures to control forest exploitation, land clearing for cultivation, fires, grazing by

animals and invasive species. They shall protect, conserve and promote the sustainable

use and rehabilitation of forests, woodlands, rangelands, wetlands and other areas with

vegetation cover. They shall maintain and enhance species and genetic diversity of

plants and animals whetherterrestrial, fresh-water or marine.

99



The Parties shall enhanceefforts in establishing, effectively managing and improving the

governanceofprotected areasfor biodiversity conservation.

The Parties shall strengthen the involvement of local communities and indigenous

peoples in the conservation of ecosystems, including through the promotion of

environment-friendly and sustainable tourism and the creation of jobs and other

economic opportunities.

Article 2

Circular economy

The Parties shall prevent or minimise the generation of waste at source, as well as

improve product reusability, recyclability and resource efficiency in order to adapt

production and consumption towards the achievementof a circular economy,including

through adequate waste collection and sorting, services and environmentally sound

recycling initiatives and facilities. They undertake to adopt policies on the circular

economyin order to protect the environment and humanhealth, make products more

energy- and resource- efficient and broaden consumerchoice, as well as improve waste

management.

The Parties shall establish the necessary national regulatory frameworks and

enforcement mechanismsfor the environmentally sound managementof chemicals and

waste andfor the implementationof the relevant multilateral agreements. They shall take

the necessary measures to combat dumping and illegal trade in hazardous waste,

including radioactive materials, chemical and organic waste, in conformity with the

provisions of Basel Convention and taking into consideration the provisions of the

Bamako Convention. They shall prevent or minimise hazardous substancesin material

cycles and manage chemicals in products throughout their lifecycle, and support

informed decision making on appropriate measures to protect the environment and

human health, including against pollution resulting from inappropriately managed

wastes, and remediate associated environmental damage.

The Parties shall effectively address all forms of pollution. They shall take measures

aimedat the detection, prevention and reporting of pollution. They shall increase efforts

to prevent plastic pollution and to remove plastics and micro-plastics from the

environment. They shall explore opportunities for strengthened cooperation on

combatting air pollution. They shall raise awareness of the public health and

environmental risks of pollution and the multiple benefits of improved air quality,

including through public outreach campaigns.

Article 3

Ocean governance

The Parties shall strengthen ocean governance to ensure safe, secure, clean and

sustainably managed oceans, reducing the pressures on oceans and seas and

promoting the sustainable development of the blue economy as well as strengthening

ocean knowledge.

The Parties shall ensure the conservation and sustainable managementanduseofliving

marine resourcesatbilateral, regional and multilateral levels, particularly in the context
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of Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreements (SFPAs) and Regional Fisheries

Management Organisations (RFMOs).

The Parties shall maintain or adopt initiatives to combat illegal, unreported and

unregulated (IUU) fishing, including where appropriate, the implementation of policies

and measuresto exclude IUU products from trade flows. They shall ban subsidies that

contribute to overcapacity, overfishing and IUU fishing. They shall promote and

effectively implement and enforce monitoring, control and surveillance measures, such

as observer schemes, vessel-monitoring systems,fishing licences and authorisations,

catch recording and reporting, transhipment control, inspections and port state control

and associated measures to ensure compliance, including sanctions according to

national regulations, aimed at the conservation of fish stocks and the prevention of

overfishing.

The Parties agree to take necessary steps to prohibit certain formsoffisheries subsidies

which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing such new

subsidies, [EU: recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential

treatment for developing andleast developed countries should be anintegral part

of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation.] / [OACPS: while

recognizing effective special and differential treatment for African developing and

least developed countries.]

The Parties shall reduce the pressures on the oceans through the protection,

preservation and restoration of coastal and marine ecosystems, the valorisation of

marine and coastal natural capital and the fight against marine pollution, including oil

spills, destruction of seabed, noise pollution, marine litter, including plastics and micro-

plastics from land-based sources and from sea-based sources. They shall support and

strive for the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions reductions from ships, actively

support the urgent implementation oftheinitial International Maritime Organisation (IMO)

strategy on reduction of Green House Gas emissions from ships. They shall scale-up

ocean and coastal clean-up operations, paying particular attention to accumulation

zonesin ocean gyres.

The Parties shall take actions related to oceans that contribute to climate change

mitigation and adaptation.

The Parties shall develop measuresrelated to the conservation and sustainable use of

marine biodiversity based onthe best available scientific information.

Article 4

Land managementandland degradation

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent land degradation and develop long-term

integrated strategies for the conservation and sustainable managementofland.

The Parties shall promote integrated approaches and adopt measures for the

conservation and improvementof the soil, and combat soil erosion and degradation, and

the deterioration of its physical, chemical and biological properties. They shall address

pollution caused specifically by agricultural activities, including aquaculture and animal

husbandry. They shall ensure sustainable and equitable land rights and tenure,
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sustainable land, water and forest resource management, and create sustainable

economic opportunities for people living in rural areas. They shall ensure that non-

agricultural forms of land use, including but not limited to public works, mining and the

disposal of wastes, do not result in erosion, pollution, or any other form of land

degradation.

The Parties shall take measuresto effective land-use planning and infrastructure to

strengthen resilience in hazard-prone countries, whilst enhancing disaster response

capabilities. They shall plan and implement mitigation and rehabilitation measures based

on best practices and best scientific knowledge, as well as local knowledge and

experience in areas affected by land degradation.

Article 5

Forests

The Parties shall promote sustainable forest managementand useof forest resources,

halt deforestation and forest degradation, combatillegal logging and associated trade.

The Parties shall support forest landscaperestorationinitiatives to reverse deforestation,

establish forest reserves, restore degraded forest landscapes, carry out afforestation

programmeswhere necessary and limit forest grazing to season andintensities that will

allow forest regeneration.

The Parties shall promote sustainable value chainsof agriculture and forest commodities

prioritising the creation of jobs and other economic opportunities in the conservation of

ecosystems.

The Parties shall support the implementation of the EU FLEGT(forest law enforcement,

governanceandtrade) Action Plan, including by concluding and implementing Voluntary

Partnership Agreements (VPAs), and strengthen coherenceandpositive interactions at

country level between FLEGT and the UN programme on Reducing Emissions from

Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+).

The Parties shall strengthen the involvementof local authorities and communities in

forest protection. They shall increase public awareness about deforestationat all levels

and encourage the consumption of resource- and energy-efficient products from

sustainably managedforests. They shall promote and supportthe use of alternative and

sustainable cooking fuel for local populations.

Article 6

Wildlife

The Parties shall support in situ conservation of Africa’s key landscapesfor biodiversity

conservation, particularly trans-border protected areas that are habitats for key wildlife

species, and enabling adequate connectivity to allow for wildlife migration and species

range adaptationto climate change. They shall also strengthen agencies responsible for

protected areas and promote involvement of rural communities in the sustainable

managementof wildlife and woodlands.

The Parties shall combat wildlife trafficking by supporting the making and the

enforcement of policies and laws to make wildlife trafficking a serious crime,
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strengthening anti-poaching measures and law enforcement monitoring, and promoting

international coordination in the context of the International Consortium to Combat

Wildlife Crime (ICCWC), including the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and otherrelevantinternational frameworks.

Theyshall increase public awareness, educating and influencing consumers, destroying

stockpiles, and promoting high profile diplomacy and advocacy.

The Parties shall support efforts to promote sustainable consumption of bush-meat,

while developing affordable alternative sources of protein and developing sustainable

livelihoods.

Article 7

Water

The Parties shall managetheir water resourcesin a sustainable manner, with a view to

maintaining high quantitative and qualitative levels. They shall promote integrated water

resources management, and implement policies for the planning, conservation,

management,utilization and developmentof underground and surface water, as well as

the harvesting and use of rainwater. They shall protect and restore water sources and

ecosystems, prevent water pollution, collect and treat wastewater, and enable

environmental sound urban development. They shall optimise the contribution of the

water sector to mitigating and adapting to climate change.

The Parties shall promote cooperation for transboundary water resource management

with a view to achieving freshwater sustainability, preventing land degradation and

desertification, building resilience to water-related hazards (e.g. floods, droughts and

pollution) including through water collection and storage systems, and preventing the

risks of conflicts.

The Parties shall support sustainable water management and good water governance

at all levels. They shall strengthen dialogue and encourage partnerships between public

authorities, the private sector and civil society.

Chapter2

Climate change andnatural disasters

Article 1

Climate action

The Parties shall pursue the objectives of the United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change, being guiding by its principles and shall enact comprehensive and

inclusive domestic climate policies and programsto accelerate the implementation of the

Paris Agreement.

The Parties shall formulate, communicate and maintain successive and ambitious

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), develop and implement ambitious National

Adaptations Plans (NAPs), as appropriate, and develop long-term visions towards low

emissions and climate resilient development, and invest in climate change mitigation

and adaptation capacities. They shall commit to developing Monitoring, Reporting and

Verification (MRV) as well as evaluation systemsto track progress onclimate action.
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The Parties shall design long term strategies to reduce emissions arising from the

transport sector (road, aviation and maritime). They shall promote smart urban mobility

and foster the implementation of policy approachesandpositive incentives for reducing

emissions from unsustainable land management, deforestation and forest degradation.

They shall engage in promoting renewable energy and energyefficiency and encourage

countries to engage in energy transition. They shall phase-out inefficient fossil fuel

subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption and minimizing the possible adverse

impacts on their development in a manner that protects the poor and the affected

communities. They shall strengthen international cooperation to conserve and enhance,

as appropriate, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases.

The Parties shall promote an ambitious phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs)

under the Montreal Protocol through the ratification of the Kigali Amendment of the

Montreal Protocol and shall work towards ensuringits swift implementation to achieve

an ambitious global phase-down of HFC production and consumption.

The Parties shall recognise and acton the threat that climate change and environmental

degradation pose to peace and security, particularly in situations of fragility and on the

most vulnerable countries. They shall take measures and work together strengthening

adaptation and resilience measuresto ensure conflict prevention through early warning

systemstaking into account the security challengeslinked to adverseeffects of climate

change and environmental risk factors and strengthen the link between early warning

and early action acrosspolicy areas, including through risk and impact assessments.

The Parties shall aim at averting, minimizing and addressing loss and damage

associated with the adverseeffects of climate change,including extreme weather events

and slow onsetevents, in their domestic and international efforts, and in this context,

recognizethe important role of sustainable developmentin reducing the risk of loss and

damage.

The Parties shall take action to align finance flows with a pathway towards low

greenhouse gas emissionsand climate-resilient development.

The Parties shall aim at enhancing knowledge and capacity on policy options and

instruments and best practices to improve resourceefficiency along the entire life-cycle

of natural resources and products. They shall work together towards strengthening

scientific, technical, human and institutional capacity for climate action and

environmental management and monitoring at all relevantlevels with particular attention

to most vulnerable countries. They shall promote the use of space technologies and

information systems.

The Parties shall strengthen coordination acrossall levels of governance to encourage

and enable local authorities to make and implement ambitious climate and energy

commitments. They shall promote synergies between public administration, civil society

organisations and private business and fosterparticipation of the private sector towards

a low greenhouse gas emission and climate resilient economy, including through joint

research. They shall promoteexistinginitiatives such as the Global Covenant of Mayors

for Climate and Energy, and should support the implementationof their action plans.
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Article 2

Drought and desertification

The Parties shall combat desertification through improvementin land governance,land

degradation and the sustainable managementofland and water. They shall accelerate

progress towards the implementation of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification

(UNCCD)’s National Action Plans, its Land Degradation Neutrality targets and other

relevantinternational and regionalinitiatives, including the Great Green Wallinitiative.

The Parties shall cooperate to prepare for and respond to emergencies caused by

drought and workto increaseresilience to environmental degradation, desertification,

related health threats and humanitarian crises, by addressing factors that cause

vulnerability.

Article 3

Resilience to natural disasters

The Parties shall cooperate to build resilience of people, societies and infrastructures to

natural disasters, taking into account the impact of climate change. They shall promote

exchangeofinformation and good practices on the implementation and monitoring of

the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction through national andlocalintegrated

strategies.

The Parties shall promote disaster risk management, including comprehensive

assessmentof risks, implementation of risk reduction plansatall levels, strengthening

the link betweendisasterrisk reduction and climate change adaptation, collection and

use of disaster statistics and loss data, and the development of a culture of risk

prevention and financial protection, including through appropriate and innovative tools

suchasrisk transfer mechanisms.

The Parties shall prepare for and respond to emergencies caused by extreme weather

events and natural disasters such asfloods andrising sea levels, and coastal erosion

and silting. They shall cooperate to assess and alleviate the impact of extreme weather

events and natural disasters.

The Parties shall strengthen capacity for regional disaster and emergency response,

including civil protection mechanisms, as well as capacity of local communities and

institutions, focusing on the most vulnerable and marginalised households and groups.

The Parties shall support the use of space technologies and information systems to

improve prevention, preparedness, response and recovery measures.
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TITLE IV

PEACE AND SECURITY

Chapeau

The Parties shall foster cooperation and coordination at the regional, inter-regional,

continental and global level in the promotion and maintenance of peace and security in

Africa and Europe. They shall buttress joint efforts and mechanismsto secure peace,

prevent and combatterrorism and violent extremism, address all forms of organised

crime and security threats, and enhance maritime security, taking account of the

complexity of all these challenges and the need to addresstheir root causes. Theyshall

cooperate on ensuring sustainable financing for all peace and security activities.

Article 1

Regionaland multilateral cooperation

The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and institutional cooperation to address peace and

security challenges. They shall strengthen support towards a more efficient

operationalisation of the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA), as envisioned

by the AU’s Agenda 2063. They shall encourage synergies between the APSA andthe

African Governance Architecture (AGA)in line with the AU’s reform agenda.

The Parties shall support efforts of the AU and the regional economic

communities/regional mechanisms and other regional security cooperation

arrangements in achieving peaceful, inclusive and resilient societies. They shall

strengthen trilateral EU-AU-UN cooperation, and multilateral cooperation with other

relevantinternational and organisations and third countries, as appropriate.

The Parties shall promote local ownership,inclusiveness,resilience and sustainability of

all actions, engaging with national and local authorities, communities and civil society.

Article 2

Conflicts and crises

The Parties shall work towards ensuring the peaceful resolution of all inter- and intra-

state conflicts in Africa. They shall implement an integrated approach to conflicts and

crises compliantwith international humanrights law and international humanitarian law,

deepening their strategic cooperation and enhancingjoint action in all phases of the

conflict cycle, from prevention and early-warning to lasting peace-building, through

mediation, crisis management,stabilisation, as well as security sector reform.

They shall support initiatives and mechanisms to prevent conflicts and avoid

endangering peace and security The Parties shall take coordinated action to address

the root causesof conflicts and crises, tackle the risks of emerging, escalating violent

conflicts, and reinforce support to diplomatic initiatives and mediation efforts and multi-

party dialogue to resolve disputes and conflicts by peaceful means. To this end, they

shall support the full operationalisation of the Continental Early Warning System (CWS).

The Parties shall cooperate in the areas of crisis management and peaceful resolution

of conflicts, including through cooperation between African-led peace support operations

(PSOs), EU crisis managementoperations and UN peace keeping operations, where

deployed in the same zone.
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The Parties shall cooperate in relation to post-conflict stabilisation, consolidate and

support the implementation of crisis settlement processes, accompanyconstitutional

and electoral processes, and promotetransitional justice, reconciliation processes and

reintegration measuresfor victims of armed conflicts and wars. They shall support the

rehabilitation and reconstruction of areas devastated by war.

The Parties shall promote the Women,Peace and Security (WPS) and the Youth, Peace

and Security (YPS) agendasandshall strengthenthe active role of youth and womenin

peace and security, from early warning, mediation, resolution of conflicts, peacebuilding

and peacekeeping, in line with the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, notably

UNSCR1325 and 2250,as well as AU and EU policies and decisions.

[Article 3: Serious crimes of concernto the international community

The Parties shall reject impunity for serious crimes of concernto the international

community andreiterate their commitmentto fighting it at the national, regional

andinternational levels. They shall enhancepolitical dialogue on the application

of international criminal justice, including the issue of universal jurisdiction.

The Parties shall recognize the International Criminal Jurisdiction of the African

Court of Justice and Human Rights for all cases of genocide, crimes against

humanity, war crimes, the unconstitutional change of government, piracy,

terrorism, mercenarism, corruption, money laundering, trafficking in persons,

trafficking in drugs,trafficking in hazardous wastes, illicit exploitation of natural

resources, and the acts of aggression. They shall enhance the human and

institutional capacity of the African Court of Justice and Human Rights as well as

that of national and regional competentcourts andtribunals.]

Article 4

Terrorism, violent extremism andradicalisation

The Parties shall prevent and combatterrorisminall its forms, addressing those factors

that may create an environment conducive to violent extremism and radicalisation,

including through fostered religious tolerance and inter-religious dialogue, and

responding to the challenges posed bythe links betweenterrorism and transnational

organised crime,in full respect of the rule of law, international law, including human

rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law.

The Parties shall enhance cooperation to enableindividuals and communities to prevent

and to increaseresilience against actsof terrorism, violent extremism and radicalisation.

They shall endeavour to engagewith all relevant stakeholders, including youth, religious

leaders and civil society, to promote mutual understanding, diversity and inter-faith

dialogue, to identify tailor-made interventions, and to counter online and offline

recruitment andincitement to commit terrorist acts. They shall cooperate on enhanced

supportfor the victims of terrorism.

The Parties shall cooperate towards the sustainable implementation of all relevant

resolutions of the UN Security Council, including UNSCR 2396 and UNSCR 2462 and

General Assembly, international conventions andinstruments, including the UN Global

Counterterrorism Strategy and the UN Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism.
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The Parties shall intensify efforts in exchanging information and expertise on terrorist

groups andtheir support networks,fully respecting the rule of law and international

human rights law. They shall supportinitiatives for law enforcement cooperation and

strengthen capacity to fight terrorism in a human right compliant manner, including

through training and professionalization of security forces. They shall cooperate to

suppressthe financing of terrorism, identifying, detecting, confiscating and freezing or

seizing any funds and anyother assets usedorallocated for the purpose of committing

terrorist act.

The Parties shall prevent perpetrators of terrorist acts and violent extremism from

acquiring weaponsof massdestruction.

Article 5

Organised crime

The Parties shall tackle all forms of organised crime,in particular, trafficking in human

beings, small arms andlight weapons,illicit drugs, hazardous material, cultural goods

and wildlife, as well as environmental crime, through enhanced border control

management, information and data gathering and sharing, and the exchange of

expertise and technical assistance. They shall adopt legislative and other measuresin

compliance with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

and its supplementing Protocols.

The Parties shall appropriately addresstrafficking in human beings, in line with the

standards of the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and the

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and PunishTrafficking in Persons, especially Women and

Children. They shall preventtrafficking in persons by strengthening law enforcement and

judicial cooperation, to counter impunity for all perpetrators involved in the trafficking

chain, and by discouraging the demand, thatfosters all forms of exploitation. They shall

ensure appropriate protection of victims, taking into account the genderspecificity of the

crime, with women and girls disproportionately targeted and mainly for sexual

exploitation.

The Parties shall adoptlegislative and other measures to prevent and combat migrant

smuggling by strengthening law enforcementandjudicial cooperation to investigate and

prosecute the smuggling of migrants and related crimes in compliance with the United

Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its supplementing

Protocols, including the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and

Air.

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation with a view to preventing and combating the

use of their financial institutions and designated non-financial businesses and

professionsto finance terrorism and launderthe proceedsofcriminal activities, including

corruption. They shall exchangeinformation and enforce the proper measuresto fight

against money laundering and terrorism financing, to ensure the full and effective

implementation of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recommendations. Theyshall

support the establishmentof national asset recoverylegislation and bodies, confiscation

of criminal assets and their mobilisation for public benefit purposes extending criminal

liability of crime perpetrators andfacilitators, and ensuring the disruptionofillicit financial

flows, depriving criminals from profits.
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The Parties shall enactlegislation and developinitiatives to tackle crime, including urban

crime and violence. They shall promote firearms control with a view to preventing and

reducing the negative effects of armed violence on society and people and create a safe

environmentfor sustainable development. They shall combatall forms of violence and

shall supportvictims of violence.

Article 6

Small arms and light weapons

The Parties shall promote the effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty and the

UN FirearmsProtocol, as well as support the Action Plan for the Implementation of the

African Union Strategy on the ControlofIllicit Proliferation, Circulation and Trafficking of

Small Arms and Light Weapons, and the UN Programmeof Action to Prevent, Combat

and EradicatetheIllicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weaponsin All Its Aspects.

The Parties shall cooperate againsttheillicit proliferation and trafficking of small arms

and light weapons that sustains armed conflict and terrorism, and fuels armed crime

suchascattle rustling and poaching, including through improved stockpile management,

destruction of surplus weapons and ammunition, marking, record-keeping and tracing,

export and import controls.

Article 7

Cyber-security and cyber-crime

The Parties shall endeavour to develop and implementlegislation and measures to

uphold an open, free, secure, stable, accessible and peaceful information and

communications technology (ICT) environment. They shall work to promote the

development and implementation, within the framework of the UN,of internationally

accepted norms of responsible behaviour in cyberspace, in full compliance with

international humanrights obligations.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent and combat cyber-crime and the distribution of

illegal content online. [OACPS: They shall pursue regional harmonization of

legislative measures and/or regulations adopted to fight against cybercrime.]

They shall exchange information in the fields of education and training of cybercrime

investigators, investigation of cybercrime and digital forensic science, while ensuring a

high level of data protection. They shall promote the culture of cybersecurity and they

shall cooperate to prevent and fight cybercrime building on [EU: the Budapest

Convention on cybercrime as well as promote regional coordination measures as

appropriate].

Article 8

Illicit drugs

The Parties shall strengthen the balanced, integrated and evidence- based approach of

their drug policies. They shall endeavour to prevent and counter the cultivation,

production and trafficking of illicit drugs and psychoactive/psychotropic substances,

including by adopting moreeffective drug-related crime prevention and law enforcement

measures,in conformity with applicable international humanrights obligations.
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The Parties shall intensify and accelerate efforts on the demand side, engage in

prevention and education programmes, take the necessary measures to address the

health and social impacts of drugs. They shall foster dialogue with relevant stakeholders,

including civil society, the scientific community and academia in order to effectively

addressillicit drugs.

Article 9

Maritime security

The Parties shall takeinitiatives at national, regional and continental level contributing

to the advancementof maritime security, notably in the Red Sea, the Horn ofAfrica, the

Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Guinea. Theyshall foster cooperation between the EU, the

UN and the AU, as well as with regional and sub-regional organisations, encouraging

complementarity of efforts.

The Parties shall cooperate to combattransnational organised crimesat sea ofall kinds,

including trafficking in human beings, small arms and light weapons,illicit drugs,wildlife,

and smuggling of migrants. They shall deter, prevent and repress acts of piracy and

armed robbery at sea includingthefts of oil and gas with a view to ensuring secure and

opentrade routes.

The Parties shall increase multi-lateral efforts to effectively respond to maritime crimes

affecting international waters. They shall develop measuresto enhance law enforcement

capacity and ownership of coastal states and regional organisations, promote regional

coordination and exchangeof information to tackle maritime threats and counterdifferent

formsof crimes committed at sea.

The Parties shall develop and enhanceinter-regional information sharing mechanisms,

encourage maritime surveillance and domain awareness and cooperation between

coast guards andnaviesof coastalstates.

The Parties shall promote and respect the freedom of the high seas, freedom of

navigation and other principles, rights and obligations foreseen by international law,

while promoting the universal application of the United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS),as well as other relevantinternational legal instruments

Article 10

Law enforcementcooperation

The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and cooperation on law enforcement, including

through strategic cooperation between AU bodies such as Afripol and EU bodies such

as Europol, to facilitate the prevention, detection and investigation [and prosecution]

of activities of transnational organised criminal and terrorist networks in Africa and in

Europe.

The parties shall cooperate in the area of search and rescue, as well as in other

emergencysituations and encouragestates to concludebilateral agreements.
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The Parties shall enhance cooperation on integrated border management, and improve

information and data gathering and sharing.

The Parties agree to work on enhancing police capacities including through targeted

police training programsatthe strategic, operational and tactical levels, adapted to the

realities of the African context.
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TITLE V

HUMANRIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE

Chapeau

The Parties shall promote resilient sustainable and inclusive societies rooted in

accountable, effective and transparentinstitutions and decision-making processesatall

levels, where humanrights, fundamentalfreedoms,rule of law and democratic principles

are respected, promoted and fulfilled. They shall work to accelerate progress towards

genderequality. They shall ensure an open and enabling spacefor individuals and civil

society to voice their aspirations and concerns, express their opinions or make

contributions to all political, economic, social and cultural matters, contributing to

increasing confidencein public institutions.

Article 1

Humanrights

The Parties shall enact and implementlegislation that contributes to the protection,

promotion and fulfilment of human rights, whether they are civil, political, economic,

social or cultural. They shall support the ratification, domestication and implementation

of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’Rights,as well as the African Governance

Architecture (AGA) instruments.

The Parties shall apply in full the principle of non-discrimination with regard to sex, race,

ethnic or socialorigin, religion or belief, political or any other opinion, disability, age, [EU:

sexualorientation and genderidentity], putting a priority at adopting comprehensive

equality and anti-discrimination law. They shall undertake steps to achieve the full

enjoymentof all human rights by womenandgirls and their empowerment,including by

encouragingthe signing and ratifying, wherestill needed, and implementing the Protocol

to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women. They

shall make every effort to promote and protect the rights of the child, including by

encouragingthe signing and ratifying, wherestill needed, and implementing the African

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. They shall adopt measures to promote

the full enjoyment of human rights by persons belonging to minorities, persons with

disabilities and persons with albinism, as well as indigenous peoples as set out in the

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

The Parties shall effectively fight against impunity for perpetrators, ensuring the rule of

law and the independent, impartial and effective functioning of the justice system, and

guarantee the rights of victims and survivors to adequate, effective and prompt

reparation.

The Parties shall support the African human rights system, notably the African

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the African Court on Human and

Peoples’ Rights, in guiding African states to comply with international human rights law

obligations. They shall observe and preserve the integrity and independence of these

bodies and shall ensure that all African states respect the judgements of the African

Court on Human and Peoples’Rights.

[OACPS:The Parties shall legally recognise and strengthen the capacity ofcivil

society and protect human rights defenders acting at national, regional and

continentallevel.] They shall cooperate to raise awareness on humanrights, including

through cooperation with National Human RightsInstitutions, education systems and the

media.
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Article 2

Genderequality

The Parties shall ensure equality before the law, and equal accessto justice, protection

and benefit of the law for all. They shall take measures aimed at ensuring, improving

and expanding equalparticipation and opportunities,in all spheresofpolitical, economic,

social and culturallife. They shall ensure that the gender perspective is systematically

mainstreamedacrossall policies and programmes.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent and eliminate all forms of sexual and gender-

based violence, discrimination, harassment, as well as domestic violence and shall

combattrafficking in human beings. They shall undertake all necessary measures to

mobilise a concerted drive to end child, early and forced marriage, female genital

mutilation and cutting, and other harmful practises that discriminate against women and

girls. They shall provide support to victims and survivorsof all forms of violence. The

Parties are committed to thefull, effective and non-discriminatory implementation of the

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),

as well asits optional Protocol.

The Parties shall ensure that girls’ and women’s social rights are respected and

promoted, notably by removing all barriers in the area of quality education and health

and eliminating gender disparities. They shall reinforce the economic rights of women

and girls.

The Parties shall ensure that the legislation in place recognisesgirls’ and women’sright

to fully participate in all domainsof public life and create conditions and opportunities for

women to taking up equal positions, including in political leadership and decision-

making. They shall strengthen the role of women and advancetheir participation atall

levelsin the field of peace and security, as well as prevention and resolution of conflicts,

violence and extremism.

Article 3

Democracy

The Parties shall promote and strengthen universal values and principles of democracy.

Theyshall protect the separation of powers, promote Political Pluralism and strengthen

transparency, participation and confidence in democratic processes as well as trust

between political leaders and the people, including by supporting the ratification and

implementation of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.

The Parties shall ensure the integrity of electoral processes by guaranteeing inclusive,

transparent and credible elections respecting electoral cycles and constitutional

provisions in due respect for sovereignty. They shall promote international and regional

standards and best practices in the managementof elections as well as strengthen

independentand impartial election commissions, ensuring a levelplaying field between

all political parties and candidates. They shall enhance cooperation on electoral

observation, including follow-up on electoral observation recommendations, as

appropriate, and strengthen cooperation with the AU and the Regional Economic

Communities. They shall strengthen national mechanisms that redress in a timely

mannerelection-related disputes.

The Parties shall strengthen the capacity of elected national parliaments to perform their

legislative, budgetary and oversight roles, respecting the prerogatives of all their

members.
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The Parties shall enact domestic laws and regulations recognising different levels of

government with the mandate to exercise their competencies in accordance with

delegated powers. They shall strengthen local administration and decentralise power to

democratically elected local authorities as providedin national laws.

The Parties shall promote inclusive and pluralistic societies. They shall remove any

restrictions to freedom of association, freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful

assembly. They shall preserve and broaden an enabling space for civil society in

advocacy and policy shaping and ensuring free and independent media to hold

governmentsto the highestlevels of transparency and accountability in the management

of public affairs and to foster constructive state-citizen relations. They shall raise

awareness on democratic principles and human rights, including through education

systems and the media.

Article 4

Rule of law andjustice

The Parties shall cooperate in the consolidation of the rule of law and in the

strengtheningofinstitutions atall levels in the administration of justice. They shall uphold

the independenceofthe judiciary and shall aim at ensuring independent, impartial and

effective functioning of the justice system and at enhancing citizens’ effective and

equitable accessto justice and legal aid.

[EU: The Parties shall cooperate towards the universal abolition of the death

penalty, including by supporting the adoption of the Protocol to the African

Charter on Human Rights and People’s Rights on the Abolition of the Death

Penalty.,-and-eenducting_awareness-raisingand—educational_campaigns.They

shall ensure that those countries still applying the death penalty consider

introducing asa first step a moratorium on executions, shall encourage states

where a moratorium is in place to take steps towardsthefull abolition, shall

promote alternative sentences which recognise each person’s ability to make

amends,and shall support adherenceto international minimum standards that

provide safeguards guaranteeingprotection of the rights of those facing the death

penalty.)

The Parties shall prevent, condemn and eradicate all forms of torture and other cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment by state and non-state actors in all

contexts, including in the contexts of terrorism, crisis management and migration,

supporting the ratification and effective implementation of the Convention against

Torture andits optional Protocol.

The Parties shall ensure that violations and abusesof international human rights and

humanitarian law, [EU: including war crimes, crimes against humanity and

genocide], as well as the recruitment of child soldiers and sexual and gender- and

identity-based violence are properly investigated and prosecuted. They shall strengthen

domestic legislation and domestic judicial systems,including through effective inter-state

cooperation and mutual legal assistance for states wishing to conduct domestic

prosecutions on the most serious international crimes. [EU: They shall take further

steps to strengthen the cooperation of all states with the International Criminal

Court.]
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The Parties shall facilitate justice reforms, ensuring modernized, transparent, and

efficient court systems and procedures, providing adequate training and improving

accessto legislation, case-law and other legal information, modernising penitentiary

systems and maximising their rehabilitation role and tackling abuses by security forces.

Article 5

Good governance

The Parties shall support efforts to consolidate good governance by promoting

democratic culture and practices, building and strengthening accountable, transparent

and responsive governanceinstitutions atall levels, and inculcating political pluralism,

transparency and tolerance. They shall support the full implementation of the African

GovernanceArchitecture (AGA) instruments and encouragingeffective coordination and

harmonization of governancepolicies among African States.

The Parties shall enhancethe ability of governmentsatall levels to deliver quality public

services, ensure effective, transparent, accountable and inclusive public administration,

promote the impartiality and effectiveness of law-enforcement bodies, foster citizen

participation and accessto public information.

The Parties shall support the use ofdigital technologies and accelerate the deployment

of user-friendly and simplified e-governance solutions as a meansto enhance accessto

and availability of public information and services, improve transparency and

accountability while preventing abuse and promoting and protecting human rights and

fundamental freedoms.

Article 6

Public administration, statistics and personal data

The Parties shall build capacities for policy design and implementation, develop a

professional and efficient civil service, improvelegislative and governance mechanisms

and strengthen the ability of governmentsto deliver quality public services.

The Parties shall ensure impartiality, fairness, due process, and continuity in the delivery

of public services, and support institutions that are accountable, inclusive and

transparentwith respectto delivering effective and efficient public services, including by

promoting the African Charter on Values and Principles of Public Service and

Administration.

The Parties shall support the production, storage, management and dissemination of

statistical data and information at national, regional and continental levels, including by

promoting the African Charter on Statistics as the policy framework for statistics

developmentin Africa. They shall develop robust, secure andinclusive identification

systems to ensure the provision of legal identity of every citizen, including through

strengthening the system ofcivil registration and vital statistics (CRVS).

The Parties shall ensure a high level of protection of every individual's right to privacy

with respect to the processing of personaldata, in accordance with existing multilateral

standards and international legal instruments and practices. They shall endeavour to

maintain strong data protection regimes and ensuretheir effective enforcement through

independent supervisory authorities.
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Article 7

Corruption

The Parties shall establish and strengthen legislation, institutions and other measuresto

prevent and combatcorruption in all its forms, fraud, financial corporate crimes and

related offences in the public and private sectors, including by implementing and

promoting relevantinternational standards and instruments, notably the United Nations

Convention against Corruption. They shall adoptlegislative and other measuresthat are

required to prevent corruption as well as ensure that corruption legislation is effectively

enforced and that impartial investigations and prosecutions are conducted and effective,

proportionate and dissuasive sanctions for corruption and corruption-related crimes are

applied. They shall adoptlegislative and other measuresto provide effective protection

from potential retaliation, including in the work-related context, and from intimidation to

whistle-blowers who report on corruption and related offences and for witnesses who

give testimony about such offences,including protection of their identities.

The Parties shall promote transparent management of public resources and

accountability and encourage actions that support the values of a culture of

transparency, integrity, legality and a changein people’s attitudes to corrupt practices.

The Parties shall strengthen the capacity and expertise of public administration and

fighting corruption. They shall promote the establishment of specialised bodies in the

field of anticorruption.

The Parties shall adoptlegislative measures to enable the freezing and confiscation of

proceedsandinstrumentalities, or other property, the value of which correspondsto that

of such proceeds and instrumentalities, derived from acts of corruption and related

offences. They shall cooperate to recover such proceeds and instrumentalities and

return them to their prior legitimate ownersin the country oforigin in accordancewith the

United Nations Convention against Corruption. They shall adopt legislative and other

measures to combatthe laundering of the proceedsof corruption.

The Parties shall cooperate in the investigations of acts of corruption and related

offences, including when committedin international business transactions.

Article 8

Financial governance

The Parties shall promote sound public financial management, including effective and

transparent domestic revenue mobilisation, budget management and use of public

revenuesin line with the principles of the Addis Tax Initiative. They shall promote

sustainable public debt management, sustainable procurement systems, and support for

national oversight bodies.

The Parties shall improve governance and revenue managementof natural resources,

enabling communities and societies to thrive from their use, including through

compliance with the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative and the Kimberley

process.
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The Parties shall combattax fraud, tax evasion, tax avoidanceandillicit financial flows

and strengthen asset recovery, and shall work towards ensuring the efficiency,

effectiveness, certainty, transparency, and fairness of tax systems.

The Parties shall take concrete measures, including through enacting legislation, and

strengthen relevantinstitutions and mechanisms to implement the principles of good

governancein the tax area.
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TITLE VI

MIGRATION, MOBILITY AND DEVELOPMENT

Chapeau

The Parties shall adopt a comprehensive, and balanced [OACPS: and joint

‘nultifateral] approach to address migration. They reaffirm their commitmentto protect

the humanrightsof all refugees and migrants and shall address migration in a spirit of

solidarity, genuine partnership and shared responsibility, and in full respect of national

competences,international law, including international human rights law. [OACPS:

Theyrecognize that most migration takes place within the African continentitself.]

They acknowledgethat African and Europeaninterests on migration are intertwined and

that, when well-managed, migration and mobility can be a source of prosperity,

innovation and sustainable development. They shall dialogue and cooperate on all

aspects linked to legal and irregular migration, including by taking concrete measures

onlegal migration, stemmingirregular migration and tackling its root causes, preventing

and combatting smuggling of migrants, as well as addressing trafficking in human

beings, saving lives and ensuring protection, strengthening diaspora engagement

[OACPS:and investment for sustainable development], maximising the impact of

remittances, enhancing cooperation on return, readmission and_ sustainable

reintegration of returnees, as well as paying particular attention to personsin vulnerable

situations, particularly women, children and unaccompanied minors,andto their specific

needs. The Parties agree to cooperate in pursuing an integrated border management

approachtofacilitate legitimate movement of people across the borders and stemming

irregular migration. [New OACPSProposal: The Parties shall address the needs of

displaced persons through the adoption of strategies that take into account the

nexus between migration and natural disasters, climate change and

environmental degradation]. They shall deepen cooperation and dialogue building on

existing initiatives, notably the follow upto the Joint Valletta Action Plan, the Rabat and

Khartoum Processes, as well as AU-EU continent-to-continent dialogue on migration

and mobility. The Parties shall encourage triangular cooperation between sub-Saharan

countries, Mediterranean countries and European countries on migration-related issues.

(Theywill raise awarenessontherisks related to irregular migration as well as on the

possibilities related to legal migration.) The Parties shall foster dialogue in addressing

all migration issues.

Article 1

Legal migration and mobility

The Parties shall endeavour to increase knowledgetransfer and sharing and enhance

mobility schemes that facilitate academic exchanges for students, researchers,

academic professionals and institutions.

The Parties shall endeavourto facilitate visits for business and investment purposes.

The Parties shall aim to develop pathways in accordance with their respective

competencesand towards an effective managementof labour migration and mobility,

including appropriate social protection measures and the fight against all forms of

exploitation.
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The Parties shall cooperate to improve transparency and comparability of qualifications,

with the aim offacilitating their recognition as well as their acceptance in the labour

market.

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation on the portability of social rights for legally

residing migrant workers.

The Parties shall cooperate on awarenesscreation campaignsrelated to legal migration

in order to inform the decisions of migrants of possibilities regarding safe and legal

migration pathways. They will also make available information about possibilities of

changeof statusin their respective legal orders.

The Parties shall work to improve and implement transparent and effective requirements

for admission and residence for the purpose of [ACP: work,] research, studies,training,

and voluntary service with a view to facilitate circular migration and mobility.

The Parties shall facilitate access to procedures for family reunification for migrants

taking into accountthe bestinterest of the child.

[The Parties shall cooperate to improve and modernisenational registration systems and

issue biometric travel documents based on the specifications of the International Civil

Aviation Organization, including efforts to combatidentity frauds and documentforgery.]

[Article 2

Intra-African mobility]

The Parties acknowledge the relevance of Intra-African mobility and its potential and

significant benefits to regional integration and the sustainable development of host

countries and countries of origin.

The Parties commit to further supportintra and inter sub-regional cooperation to manage

migration, taking into consideration the AU Migration Policy Framework for Africa.

[OACPS:in order to provide more channels for legal migration and contribute to

the reduction of irregular migration.] ]

Article 3

[OACPS:Diaspora, Remittances and Investments for Sustainable Development]

/
[EU: Diaspora and remittances and other migration-related issues]

The Parties shall encourage diaspora engagementin the sustainable developmentof

their countries of origin. They shall cooperate to promote and facilitate diaspora

investment and business creation as a means to boost local development and

entrepreneurshipin countriesof origin as well as to transfer knowledge, experience and

technology.

The Parties shall aim to significantly reduce the transaction costs of remittancesto less

than 3 percent, especially to Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs) and eliminate

remittancescorridors with costs higher than 5 percent in accordancewith internationally

agreed targets, [cooperate to] increase access points for remittances services,

particularly in rural areas, promotefinancial inclusion via innovative financial instruments
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and new technologies and improve regulatory frameworks for enhanced involvementof

non-traditional players.

The Parties shall support the work of institutions that assist in implementation of

strategies and instruments for use of diaspora remittances and investments for

sustainable development.

Article 4

Irregular migration, smuggling of migrants andtrafficking in human beings

The Parties shall cooperate to address and develop adequate responsesto the root

causesofirregular migration and forced displacement. They shall cooperate to stem

irregular migration by supporting countriesof origin with appropriate strategies including

with the aim to promote economic growth and sustainable development.

The Parties undertake to stem irregular migration through enhanced cooperation on

integrated border management, improved information and data gathering and sharing,

and fostered police and judicial cooperation, with particular reference to countries of

origin and transit of migratory flows. They shall cooperate to develop and maintain,

where appropriate, communication networks to support maritime surveillance and save

lives at sea.

The Parties shall establish and implement legislation, strengtheninstitutions and shall

increase collaborative efforts to addresstrafficking of persons,including protecting and

assisting victims of trafficking, and prevent and combat smuggling of migrants in

accordancewith the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

and its supplementing Protocols, notably the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants

by Land, Sea and Air and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in

Persons, Especially Womenand Children.

The Parties shall cooperate to monitor irregular migration routes, step up national,

regional and cross-regional actions, and enhancejoint efforts to dismantle criminal

networks for smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons. They shall cooperate to

share information ontrafficking and smuggling routes and criminal networks, including

as concerns modus operandi and financial transactions, improve data collection,

strengthen analysis and dissemination strategies. They shall ensure effective

implementation of relevant legislation and measures against those whoexploit irregular

migrants. They shall intensify efforts on investigations and criminal prosecutions of

perpetrators.

The Parties shall support awareness campaigns on the risks related to irregular

migration, using all available means at regional, national and local levels in line with

relevant strategies and programs.

[New OACPSProposal: The Parties shall address the challenges faced by climate

and environmentally induced migration leading to forced displacement, and shall

collaborate on plannedrelocation options, in cases where adaptationin or return

to their country of origin is not possible.]

Article 5
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[Voluntary and forced/non-voluntary] Return, readmission andreintegration

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation to facilitate the return, readmission and

sustainable reintegration of irregular migrants. They shall prioritise assisted voluntary

return and reintegration, as a meansof preventing return irregular migration. They shall

comply with the legal obligation under international law to readmit their [OACPS:

verified] nationalsillegally staying on theterritory of anotherParty at the latter's request

[EU: and without further formalities.] They shall establish mechanismsto facilitate,

monitor and ensure implementation of said legal obligation. They reaffirm thatall returns

mustbecarried outin full respect of human rights and humandignity.

The Parties shall respond to readmission requests, in particular through identification of

their nationals using the most appropriate and mostefficient identification procedures

such as consultation of biometric registry of population or as necessary an identification

interview. They shall then provide their nationals with appropriate travel documents for

return purposes after the confirmation of nationality, [EU: or accept the EU travel

documents for return] and ensure response on formalities of return operations where

travel documentsfor return are notdelivered after the request of the demanding Party.

The Parties shall ensure that any detention of third country nationalsillegally staying on

their territory [OACPS: follows due process and] take place in accordance with

relevant international and national law and in full respect with fundamental rights.

[OACPS: follows due process, is non-arbitrary, is based on law, necessity,

proportionality and individual assessmentsis carried out by authorized officials

andis for the shortest possible period of time, irrespective of whether detention

occurs at the moment of entry, in transit or in proceedings of return, and

regardless of the type of place where the detention occurs. They shall prioritize

non-custodial alternatives to detention that are in line with international law, and

to and take a human rights-based approachto any detention of migrants, using

detention as a measureoflast resort only.]

[OACPS:The Parties shall ensurethat all third country nationals in detention are

informed about the reasonsfortheir detention, in alanguage they understand [EU:

or may reasonably presumed to understand]. They shall allow third country

nationals in detention[to facilitate the exercise of their rights], to [EU: establish in

due time contact] communicate with the respective consular or diplomatic

missionswithout delay, legal representatives and family members, in accordance

with international law and due process guarantees.]

The Parties shall pay special attention to unaccompanied minorstaking into account the

principle of the best interest of the child [OACPS:while in countries of origin,transit

and destination]. To facilitate the return of unaccompanied minors [EU: in their

cultural and social environment,] they shall support child protection systems [OACPS:

in countries of origin and transit] so as to offer a safe environment for vulnerable

children including unaccompanied minors upontheir return.

[OACPS:TheParties shall strengthen cooperation during the pre-return and post-

return periodstofacilitate the sustainable reintegration of returnees by meansof

comprehensive packages, including psychological support and vocational

training, where appropriate, in order to promote voluntary return.]
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Article 6

Protection and asylum

The Parties undertake to secure a high level of protection and assistance to forcibly

displaced persons,including refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons,

in full compliance with international law, international human rights law and, where

applicable, international refugee law and international humanitarian law, including the

fundamental principle of non-refoulement.

The Parties shall recognize that refugee camps should be the exception and, to the

extent possible, a temporary measure in response to an emergencyandthat sustainable

integration of refugees should be preferred. They shall strengthen cooperation to

facilitate sustainable integration of refugees in host communities and their countries of

asylum. They shall support the implementation of the comprehensive refugee response

framework (CRRF).

The Parties shall ensure that refugees and asylum seekers can exercise their human

rights through safe accessto basic services,in line with international obligations.

The Parties shall uphold the bestinterests of the child at all times, and shall grantfull

access to the education system in safe learning environments for all refugee children.

They shall apply a gender-responsive approachin addressing vulnerabilities of children

and ensurethat children not be criminalized or subject to punitive measures because of

their refugee statusor that of their parents.

[OACPS: The Parties shall cooperate to facilitate the identification and

subsequent recovery of the mortal remains, ensuring that the remains of

deceased migrants are treated in a dignified, respectful and proper manner.]
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CARIBBEAN REGIONAL PROTOCOL

PARTI

BASIS FOR [EU: ENGAGEMENT/ CAR: COOPERATION]

Chapter 1

Nature and scope

Article 1

[Genuinepartnership]

For the purposesofthis Protocol, “Parties” shall mean the relevant Parties boundbythis

Protocol pursuant to Article [“Part | on Structure”).

The Parties relations shall be governedbythe provisionslaid downin the General Part

of this Agreementandbythe aimssetoutin this Protocol, which are complementary and

mutually reinforcing, in accordance with Paragraph 6 of Article “ACP-EU Council of

Ministers”, Part V.

The Parties agree that this Protocol shall be implemented, with complementary

responsibilities at national, regional, and international levels, based on mutual respect

and accountability, equality of partners and shared ownership, and by engaging all

relevant stakeholders.

The Parties shall support regional integration and cooperation processes, intensify

efforts in support of multilateralism and the rules-based global order, develop and

implement multi-dimensional and coherent policies and measures, taking into

consideration their respective policy frameworks and relevantinternational agreements.

[CAR: They agree also agree to implement their partnership in a mannerthat

builds on and renewsthe deeppolitical, economic and cultural ties with both

Africa and the Pacific.]

[CAR: The Parties shall reaffirm their respect for the sovereign equality of all

States and the implementation of this Protocol shall therefore be based ontheir

respective national laws and applicable international agreements. They shall also

refrain from the use of coercive and unilateral measures.]

Article 2

Strategic Priorities

The Parties reaffirm the broad and comprehensive nature of the Caribbean-EU

Partnership and agreethatthe strategic priorities of this Protocolare,inter alia, to:

a) strengthen their political partnership, underpinned by regular and effective

dialogue and the promotion of commoninterests;

b) deepen economic relations, promote transformation and diversification, and

support inclusive and sustainable economic growth and development through

trade, investment and private sector development and sustainable

industrialisation;
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c) improve environmental sustainability and climate resilience and, pursue

sustainable management of natural resources, and strengthen disaster

management;
d) build inclusive, peaceful and securesocieties, with a special attention to advancing

human rights, gender equality, justice and governance, including financial

governance,and citizen security;

e) invest in human and social development, addressing poverty and growing

inequalities, [EU: harnessing migration and promoting people-to-people

contacts, and ensuring that nobodyisleft behind];

f) [CAR: harnessthe positive impact of well-managed migration through the

development of mobility schemes and leveraging of the diaspora’s

knowledge, entrepreneurialskills and investment.]

The Parties shall accord special attention to Haiti as the only least developed country in

the Caribbean, with a view to addressingits structural weaknesses while supporting the

consolidationofits institutions, improving governance and reducing poverty and social

inequalities.

Article 3

Multilateralism andalliance building

The Parties reaffirm their strong commitment to multilateralism. They shall enhance

cooperation and, where appropriate, establish commonpositionsin the framework of the

United Nations and otherinternational and regional organisations and fora (EU:andalign

actionsatbilateral, regional and international levels).

The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and consultations to build strategic alliances on

global issues of common concern, including climate change, ocean governance,

sustainable development, human and social development, human rights and issues

related to peace and security, conflict prevention and resolution. They shall cooperate

to addressthe vulnerabilities of SIDS within relevant globalpolicy frameworks.

The Parties undertake to sign, ratify and implement key relevant and applicable

international treaties and conventions.

Article 4

Regional integration and cooperation

The Parties shall promote regional integration and cooperation in the Caribbean as an

important means to achieve peace and prosperity, build sustainable and resilient

economies and societies and increase competitiveness in international markets. They

shall support the establishment and strengthening of complementary domestic policies

and capacity, thereby contributing to fostering Caribbean regional stability, cohesion and

prosperity.

The Parties agree to advance the universal recognition of the Caribbean as a zone of

peace. They shall also promote the sustainable developmentof the Caribbean Seain

light of its role as enabler of Caribbean regional integration and cooperation.
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The Parties shall enhance cooperation with regional integration organisations and

countries and territories that share the same values andare willing and able to promote

common goals, contributing to the economic, social and political development of the

Caribbean region as a whole. They shall support, where appropriate, the development

of regional approachesincluding with the wider Caribbean and Latin America.

ChapterII

Actors and processes

Article 5

Institutional provisions

The institutions of the Caribbean-EU Protocol, whose composition and functions are

defined in the General Part of this Agreement, are as follows:

a. Caribbean-EU Council of Ministers;

b. Caribbean-EU Joint Committee; and

c. Caribbean-EU Parliamentary Committee.

The Parties may decide to meetat the level of Heads of State or Governmentto provide

strategic political steering and oversight to this Partnership.

Article 6

Overseas Countries and Territories and Outermost Regionsin the Caribbean

region

The Parties shall strengthen the close and historic economic, cultural and people-based

ties between Caribbean States and the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs)

associated with the EU and the EU Outermost Regions (ORs). They shall facilitate the

participation of these entities’ role in regionalintegration and cooperation processes, as

well as regional organizations, where appropriate, especially in the areas of trade,

investment and economic cooperation; private sector development; energy; connectivity

and digitalisation; human and social development; climate resilience, environmental

sustainability, sustainable managementof natural resources and tourism.

The Parties agree that the OCTsin the Caribbean region shall be granted the role of

observersin theinstitutions of the Caribbean-EU Protocol.

Article 7

Consultation with stakeholders

The Parties shall establish and develop consultation and dialogue mechanismswith all

relevant stakeholders, including local authorities, representatives of civil society and

private sector to inform, advise, consult and secure inputs for political processes and

implementation of this Protocol. Consultation and dialogue shall take place with a view

to providing inputs to the meetings of the Caribbean-EU Council of Ministers.
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Article 8

Implementation and monitoring

The Parties shall implement the relevant commitments at the most appropriate level, in

accordance with the respective policy frameworks. They shall develop and apply

measures to maximise the impact of the Protocol’s implementation and reinforce the

involvementofall interested stakeholders.

The Parties shall monitor the Caribbean-EU to ensure that implementation fully

subscribesto the general provisions and strategicpriorities. They may review [EU:it on

a regular basis and as appropriate and may / CAR:the Protocol every five years

or at the request of either Party and as is mutually agreed] expand its scope,

notably into new areas of engagement, according to the procedurelaid out in

[Article XX] of the General Part of this Agreement. [CAR: They shall also take

remedial action to mitigate any negative impact on stakeholders and societies,

where deemednecessary.]
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PARTIl

TITLE I

INCLUSIVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Article 1

The Parties shall promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth and development

through economic transformation and diversification, reinforced economicresilience,

advanced regional integration and cooperation, strengthened economic and trade

relations, and improvedtransition towardsfull employment and decentworkforall. They

shall cooperate to facilitate greater flows of trade and investment, by improving

macroeconomic and financial stability and the business environment, to promotedigital

transformation, advanceprivate sector developmentandindustrialisation, and promote

low-emission and climate-resilient economies, ensuring that all people benefit from

unlocked business opportunities. They shall respect and protect human rights and core

labour standards, including through social dialogue, promote environmental

sustainability and foster shared prosperity. They agree to concentrate efforts on key and

emerging economic sectors, with a multiplier effect on sustainable growth, value

addition, job creation and poverty eradication.

Chapter 1

Overall economic framework

Article 1

Enablers of economic development

The Parties shall improve macroeconomic and financial stability, strengthen public

finance management and work towards public debt sustainability. They shall support

Caribbean regional economicintegration and cooperation to enable countries to benefit

from deeperintegration into regional and global value chains. They shall harmonise and

simplify business regulations and processes, adopt sound competition policies, including

transparency as regards public subsidies, and ensure effective and predictable tax

systems, including at intra-regionallevel.

They shall create an enabling legal environment, strengthen the efficiency of public

administrations and judicial systems, improve the business climate through reform of

regulatory requirements, enhance accessto finance, and ensure the protection of land

and property rights as well asintellectual property rights.

The Parties shall promote policies that enhance the relevance, efficiency and

effectiveness of labour markets and support labour mobility, includingits intra-regional

dimension. They shall promote quality education, skills development and shall develop

appropriate technical and vocational education and training (TVET). They shall ensure

that progress in human capital is adapted to the needs and opportunities of labour

markets and is enhancedbyprivate sector involvement.

The Parties shall support the development of key infrastructure such as energy,

transport, water and sanitation and digital connectivity. They shall cooperate to exploit

opportunities arising from technological advancement and in the digital economy,

including in the area ofartificial intelligence.
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The Parties shall cooperate to improve accessto finance, especially for micro, small,

and medium-sized enterprises, including through regulated banking and non-banking

services. They shall develop and strengthen digital financial services, including through

enhanced cooperation on the implementation of agreed international standards and

ensuring efficient and reliable markets, consumerprotection and increased access to

mobile-based financial services.

The Parties shall address all forms of pollution resulting from economic activities,

including through clear definition and attribution of responsibilities to the industry and

business operators throughout the supply chain on the basis of extended producer

responsibility and polluter pays principles. They shall support green growth initiatives

and shall support increased resource-use efficiency and the adoption of clean and

environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes.

The Parties shall develop the circular economy by promoting the sustainable

consumption and production of resources,including through strengthenedscientific and

technological capacity, standards, exchangeof best practice and the rationalization of

inefficient fossil fuel subsidies.

Article 2

Investment

The Parties undertake to bolster public and private investment, especially in value-added

sectors with a high potential for sustainable job creation and high economic growth.

They Parties shall harmonise and streamline rules, procedures and requirementsrelated

to investment. In this pursuit, the Parties shall also prioritise the specific needs of micro,

small and medium-sized enterprises. They shall support the development of regional

investmentpolicies, strategies and tools.

The Parties shall encourage and facilitate investment in the Caribbean, including by

strengthening businessfacilitation measures. They shall also support investment by

enhancing transparency, information and awareness by investors of business

opportunities and investment conditions and procedures. They shall facilitate the

strengtheningof technical analysis and skills on economic trends and risk management

for investment.

The Parties shall make strategic use of public finance to strengthen investment

mechanismsand instruments and to leverage additional public and private investment,

including through blending, guarantees andotherinnovative financial instruments,taking

account of debt sustainability.

Article 3

Private sector development andindustrialisation

The Parties shall support private sector development and sustainable industrialisation,

shall design policies to enhance entrepreneurship, diversification and productivity, and

shall increase the competitiveness of enterprises, through inter alia strengthened

compliance capacity to apply relevant international standards, enhanced innovation
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10.

measures and improvedaccessto innovative financing. They shall promoteinstitutional

capacity to contribute to trade and economicpolicy making.

The Parties shall also prioritise the development of women and youth entrepreneurship,

in particular by developing targeted business support and training, access to affordable

and reliable technology and finance.

The Parties shall support the growth and competitiveness of micro, small and medium-

size enterprises, promote regional business development, and facilitate business-to-

business contacts between economic operators in the Caribbean and the European

Union.

4 e Parties shall pay special attention to the informal sector and to upgrading informal

economicactivities into formal ones,including through targeted business development

support.

The Parties shall encourage and facilitate the establishment and strengthening of

regional private sector trade and professional bodies, through, inter alia, enhanced

technical, research, policy advocacy and institutional capacity. The Parties shall boost digitalisation and shall promote research, development and

innovation initiatives in key economic sectors, including bolstering linkages between

industry, research and academicinstitutions, to improve the volume of high-value

products, enhance competitiveness and develop new markets.

The Parties shall promote increased public-private partnerships as meansof mobilising

domestic and foreign capital.

4 e Parties shall support increased resource-use efficiency and the adoption of cleaner

and more environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes. The Parties shall promote industrial development, in view of the achievement of

sustainable economic growth. They shall adopt targeted policies aimed at facilitating

industrial growth and opportunities, notably through the creation oflinkages and value-

adding activities. They shall develop and implement sustainable national and regional

industrial policies to enhance private sector competitiveness,particularly in medium-and

high-tech manufacturing and exports. They shall encourage and facilitate the

developmentof appropriate technologies to advancethe diversification into high-value

industrial products.

[EU: The Parties shall encourage and considerfacilitate a wider use of their

respective currencies,in international transactions.][CAR: The Parties consider a

wideruseof their respective currencies in international transactions].

Article 4

Trade Cooperation

The Parties shall advance regional integration and cooperation processes in the

Caribbean, including through strengthened trade facilitation and regulatory

harmonisation to enable countries and economic operators to take advantageoftrading

with their neighbours and foster their integration into key regional and global value
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chains. They shall take concrete steps to support the development of both the CARICOM

Single Market and Economy (CSME)and the OECS Economic Union.

The Parties shall support the implementation of the CARIFORUM-EU Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to reinforce its effectiveness as a tool to promote

sustainable developmentand to ensureits commercial relevance.(In this pursuit, special

emphasis shall be accorded to the needsof Haiti.) To this end, they shall cooperate to

strengthen mechanisms,proceduresandinstitutions to enhance national and regional

productive and regulatory capacities. They shall also cooperate to institute appropriate

support policies to facilitate greater trade flows, including through strengthened

production and entrepreneurship, quality infrastructure, enhanced digital support

frameworks, and increased investment in value-adding sectors and the developmentof

effective e-commerce.

The Parties shall foster trade within the wider Caribbean region including the Overseas

Countries and Territories (OCTs) associated with the EU and otherterritories, as a

meansto promoteinclusive and sustainable development.

[CAR: The Parties shall apply the principle of policy coherence by ensuring that

no injury to the pursuit of sustainable development is caused by any policy

intervention. They shall establish inclusive institutional mechanisms to secure

policy coherence and improve effectiveness of measures in support of

sustainable development. They shall also regularly monitor policies and

measuresandurgently undertake remedial action, where required.]

The Parties shall support the implementation of WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement

and facilitate trade through, inter alia, adopting support measuresto reduce both trade

costs and financial cum regulatory burden of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.

The Parties shall pursue innovative special and differential treatment for new multilateral

or bilateral trade agreements where applicable, for instance, by ensuring thatflexibilities

in trade commitments reflect demonstrated implementation capacity needs.

Chapter2

Prioritised Economic Sectors

Article 1

Services

The Parties shall enhance the regulatory and productive capacity of key services

subsectors through, inter alia, the development of sectoral policies, legislative

frameworks and national and regional regulation capacity to enable service suppliers to

seize market opportunities available under the CARIFORUM-EU EPA,the CSME, the

OECS,and otherintra-Caribbean regional integration arrangements. They shall pay

particular attention to professional, convention, data processing, recreational, cultural

and creative industries, sporting, educational, financial, communication, audio-visual,

transport, environmental, and tourism services.

The Parties shall develop strategies and appropriate policies to improve accessto trade

finance and financial services. They shall also enhance capacity to collect, store,

disseminate and analyse servicestrade data and statistics.
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The Parties shall cooperate to promote and strengthen the role of services in trade

competitiveness and deepen value chains through, inter alia, fostering innovation in

services-related manufacturing and enhancing the role of services as inputs into the

production of goods.

The Parties shall support the enhanced capacity of regional professional bodies to

contribute to the negotiation and effective promotion of Mutual Recognition Agreements.

Article 2

Blue Economy

The Parties shall promote the development of sustainable and innovative blue

economies, balancing economic growth and creation of decent jobs with enhanced food

and nutrition security, improved livelihoods, social equity and strengthened ocean

ecosystems,while reducing environmentalrisks and negative ecological impacts. They

shall support the application of precautionary and science-based approaches to the

conservation and protection of marine ecosystems and biodiversity and the sustainable

use of natural resources. They shall promote domestic and foreign investment, and

develop the necessary regulatory framework and infrastructure to promote blue

economyactivities. They shall also promote collaboration at the bilateral and multilateral

levels to support the developmentof sustainable and innovative blue economies.

The Parties shall enhancesustainable fisheries development, by promoting sustainable

fisheries value chains, building capacities to locally processfisheries products and meet

regulatory requirementsof international markets, taking into consideration the needs of

artisanalfisheries and ensuring safe, healthy and decent working conditionsfor fishers

and workers.

The Parties shall cooperate to develop sustainable aquaculture, including mariculture,

through effective spatial planning, an ecosystem-based approach and enhancedlevel

playing field for investors, and ensuring that it meets the concernsof local communities.

The Parties shall seize opportunities in marine biotechnology, through inter alia,

supporting research, fostering collaboration among academics, economic operators and

policymakers, promoting technological transfer and reducing technical bottlenecks to

facilitate accessfor investors while avoiding risks to the marine environment.

[CAR: The Parties shall support the development of seabed mining and bio-

prospecting in areas under national sovereignty and jurisdiction and in areas

beyond national jurisdiction in accordance with international law while fully

respecting the sovereignty of each country over its natural resources and the

tights of local communities, including indigenous peoples, and promoting

environmentally soundpractices.]
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Article 3

Agriculture

The Parties shall cooperate to increase and diversify sustainable agricultural production

and productivity with a view to enhancing food security and nutrition, improving

livelihoods, creating decent jobs and expanding incomes by accessing regional and

international markets. They shall strengthen climate-resilient farming practices,

especially in small-holdings, promote sustainable management and efficient use of

natural resources and ecosystem services, and eliminate incentives that generate

unsustainable production.

The Parties shall strengthen national and regional research, training, science and

innovation in smart agriculture.

The Parties shall bolster investment in and develop the agri-food sector, and institute

investment-supportive rules and regulations. They shall cooperate to improve

opportunity for producers, processors and exporters to access markets and capture

greater value in local, regional and global value chains, including by promoting the

increased use of technology and innovation, bolstering the capacity to comply with non-

tariff barriers, notably technical barriers to trade and sanitary and phytosanitary

standards, and promoting fair trade schemes and organic schemes to create added

value in agro-processing.

The Parties shall ensure equal land and inheritance rights for women, enhancetheir

accessto finance and markets, as well as to services and agricultural advice. They shall

also support youth entrepreneurship, including through the provision of targeted

extension services, technology and financing.

Article 4

Extractive industries

The Parties shall promote fair and non-discriminatory access to the sustainable

extraction and trade of raw materials, fully respecting the sovereignty of countries over

their natural resources and upholding the rights of affected communities. They shall

promote the equitable sharing of resources andfight the illegal exploitation of mineral

resources through national, regional and international legal means.

The Parties shall promote transparency, accountability and responsible managementof

extractive industries, in compliance with the Extractive Industry TransparencyInitiative

(EITI) and other relevant regional and international commitments.

The Parties shall strengthen corporate social responsibility and responsible business

conduct throughout the entire value chain, including through the development and

implementation of relevantlegislation, where appropriate, taking into account relevant

international standards.
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Article 5

Sustainable energy

The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen energy security, secure accessto sustainable

energyfor all, including for the most vulnerable consumers and key economic sectors,

and to build resilience of energy infrastructure to improve accessibility, durability and

affordability of clean energy.

The Parties shall facilitate open, transparent and functioning energy markets that drive

inclusive and sustainable investment, especially in renewable energy generation and co-

generation, transmission and distribution and in energy efficiency by also enhancing

entrepreneurship in this sector.

The Parties shall cooperate to increase public and private investment for renewable

energy and energy efficiency efforts paying attention to the development and

implementationof relevant national and regional energyinitiatives and supportive quality

infrastructure systems.

The Parties shall promote energy efficiency and energy savings at all stages of the

energy chain, from generation to consumption. The Parties shall cooperate to establish and reinforce effective energy interconnections

and promote the energytransition of the Caribbean region through the development and

use of clean, diverse, cost-effective and sustainable energy technologies, including

renewable and low-emission energy technologies, promote the transfer of technology,

and develop human andtechnical capacity and research and innovation.

Article 6

Connectivity

The Parties shall strengthen sustainable, comprehensive and rules-basedintra-regional

connectivity. They shall cooperate to improve transport links and information and

communication technologies and digital infrastructure in a resilient and sustainable

manner. They shall pursue economic opportunities, through interalia, strengthening the

technical and human capacity of key actors.

The Parties shall cooperate towards the development of quality and sustainable

transport andrelated infrastructure systems,facilitating and improving the movementof

people,including those with reduced mobility, and of goods. They shall aim at providing

improved accessto rural, urban, air, maritime, inland-waterway, rail and road transport

facilities, including through the development and promotionof intra-regional cooperation

throughout the Caribbeanregion.

The Parties shall bolster investment and improvethe overall governanceof the transport

sector, including by eliminating capacity constraints, and developing and implementing

efficient regulations enabling fair competition within and between transport modes.

[EU: The Parties undertake to promote theliberalisation of maritime transport and

to this end apply effectively the principle of unrestricted access to the

international maritime transport market on a non-discriminatory and commercial
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basis. Each Party shall grant, inter alia, a treatment no less favourable than that

accordedto its ownships, for ships operated by nationals or companies of the

otherParty, and for ships registeredin the territory of either Party, with respect to

accessto ports,the useofinfrastructures and auxiliary maritime services of those

ports as well as related fees and charges, custom facilities and the assignment of

berths andfacilities for loading and unloading].

The Parties shall increase access to open, affordable and secure information and

communication technologiesforall, including by supporting targeted investment. They

shall develop the necessary legislative frameworks and regulatoryinstitutions to licence

service providers, promote competitive behaviour, and ensure fair treatment of

consumersas well as support data and consumerprotection.

The Parties shall enhance accessto open, affordable, secure and reliable broadband

connectivity for all and developing digital infrastructure, including through improved

undersea cables and other modern transmission technologies. They shall develop policy

and regulatory frameworksto facilitate the effective licensing of service providers,

promote competitive behaviour and fair treatment and protection of consumers, and

ensure the confidentiality of communications andthe rights of persons with regard to the

processingof personal data.

The Parties shall promote the establishmentof the regional digital economy to generate

decent jobs and economic development, through the creation of a supportive regulatory

framework to promote digital entrepreneurship, mobilise investment, and facilitate

private sector boosting of digitalization. They shall cooperate to eliminate unnecessary

barriers, develop e-trust and e-signature platforms to promoteincreasedtrade,foster the

emergenceof new products, promote the developmentand useof relevant international

standards, open data and advanceprotection of consumers and personaldata.

Article 7

Tourism

The Parties shall cooperate to promote the balanced and sustainable developmentof

tourism to foster inclusive economic development and ensure the integration of

environmental, cultural and social considerations and the sustainable use and

conservation of biodiversity and other natural resourcesin tourism policy planning and

development.

The Parties shall bolster investment to promote and develop tourism products and

services and thereby generate decentjobs, by forging innovative partnerships with key

economic operators, investing in human capital development and marketing and

facilitating business-to-business contacts to boost competitiveness and improve service

standards.In these pursuits, the Parties agree to pay special attention to micro, small

and medium-sized enterprises.

The Parties shall strengthen linkages between the tourism sector and other relevant

economic sectors, in particular agriculture, manufacturing, the blue economy, and

transport, and shall mobilise investment in sustainable energy, basic infrastructure and

services, digital technologies, statistics and human developmentin order to enhance the

competitiveness and sustainability of the tourism industry.
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The Parties shall engenderthe strongest socio-economic benefits of tourism. They shall

enhancethe preservation and promotion of cultural patrimony and of natural resources

and promoteall innovative forms of tourism, while respecting the integrity and interests

of local and indigenous communities and maximizing their involvementin the process of

tourism development.

Article 8

Research,innovation and technology

The Parties shall cooperate on science, research, innovation and technological

development, with a view to supporting economicdiversification, promoting social and

economic development, improving regional competitiveness and. facilitating the

emergenceofan inclusive digital economy. They shall develop the interconnection and

interoperability of research networks, computing and scientific data infrastructure and

services, and promote such developmentwithin their regional context.

The Parties shall promote the development of research capacity, infrastructure and

facilities, publications, and scientific data. They shall promote and support innovative

training and mobility schemes for academics and researchers. They shall enhance the

capacity of higher educationinstitutions to effectively collaborate in research, scientific

and technologicalinnovation, including through access to academic exchange schemes.

The Parties shall also facilitate collaboration among public administrations, academic

institutions and enterprises. They shall promote open data and innovation to advance

economic progress and pursue mutually beneficial scientific excellence.

The Parties shall support the developmentof knowledge-based economiesandinclusive

digital societies, promote the preservation and use of traditional knowledge and

biodiversity and sustainable management of other natural resources, as well as to

promotethe transfer of technology and expertise.

The Parties shall cooperate on matters of commoninterests in the area of civil space

activities, such as space research, Global Navigation Satellite Systems application and

services, developmentof satellite augmentation systems and Earth Observation and

Earth Science, particularly on the use of early warning and surveillance mechanisms.

Article 9

Culture and creative industries

The Parties shall promote culture and the creative industries as drivers of sustainable

social and economic development and decent jobs. They shall adopt measures, inter

alia, in support of creative developmentand digitalisation, artistic performances and

production, and shall exchangebest practices in the promotion of cultural development

and entrepreneurship.

The Parties shall promote sustainable development through strengthened cultural

exchanges, promotion of co-productions andjoint cultural and creative initiatives, and

enhanced mobility of cultural and creative professionals and allied educational

practitioners. They shall also support the circulation of worksof art in full observance of

established international conventions.

136



They shall support intercultural dialogue between youth, civil society organisations as

well as individuals from the European Union and the Caribbean region.

Article 10

Manufacturing

The Parties shall cooperate to foster sustainable manufacturing with a view to deepening

value addition, especially in the export of high technology products, facilitating increased

diversification, and maximising its potential for backward linkages with key economic

sectors such asagriculture, blue economy,extractive industries and services.

The Parties shall develop policies to attract domestic and foreign direct investmentinto

the manufacturing sector. The Parties shall promote businessfacilitation to advance

peer-to-peer collaboration, deepen commercial partnerships and develop industrial

hubs, ecosystems and networks.

The Parties shall cooperate to develop measuresto increase the competitivenessof the

manufacturing sector by improving production capacity and addressing constraints such

as skilled labour shortages,logistics and infrastructure deficits, and limited access to

finance and market analysis. They shall support research and innovation, promote the

developmentand application of key enabling technologies, strengthen linkages between

industries and research and academicinstitutions.

The Parties shall support enhancing trade in manufactured goodsthrough, interalia,

improved linkages to export markets, enhanced trade regulatory capacity, trade

facilitation, and strengthened compliance capacity to apply relevant labour and

environmentalinternational standards.

Article 11

[CAR:Taxation], International Business and Financial Services

[CAR: The Parties acknowledge the important economic contribution made by

international business and financial services which shall be governed by

predictable and commonly shared legal frameworks. They shall promote the

developmentof Caribbean international business and financial services, through,

inter alia, developing sectoral policies, strengthening regulatory frameworks,

enhancing skills development, updating technological use and digitalisation,

fostering regional regulatory convergence, and exchangingbestpractices.]

(The Parties also reaffirm the principles of fair taxation, transparency and effective

consultations. The Parties shall refrain from applying measuresto the international

business andfinancial services that are anti-competitive in effect.

The Parties shall promote cooperation through inter alia, collaborating in the framework

of the United Nations and at other relevant global tax governance bodies, enhancing

capacity to deepen compliance with international standards, and developing policy

frameworksto increase tax revenues.)
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TITLE Il

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY, CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABLE

MANAGEMENTOF NATURAL RESOURCES

Article 1

The Parties, recognizing the existential threat to affected countries and impact on

livelihoods posedby the long-term nature of the climate and environmentalsustainability

challenges,shall take ambitious action to mitigate and adaptto climate change,protect

and improve the quality of the environment, and pursue sustainable use and

managementof natural resources, to build resilience to climate change and reverse

environmental degradation. They shall adopt concrete measuresto addressthe loss of

biodiversity, maintain and restore ecosystems, promote ocean governance, reverse

deforestation, prevent and respond to natural disasters and anthropogenic hazards

including through climate finance, promotion of technology transfer and capacity

building, as appropriate. They shall invest in green growth, promote circular economies

and shall support the transition towards climate-resilient and low-emissions

development, ensuring that economic growth fully complements environmental

sustainability. They shall also cooperate at the level of the wider Caribbean region and

pursue South-South and triangular cooperation.

Article 2

Climate Action

The Parties shall develop comprehensive and inclusive domestic climate policies and

programmesand implementconcrete actionsto accelerate the full implementation of the

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Changeandits Paris Agreement and

sustain multilateral action on climate change.

The Parties shall promote the integration of climate change policies and measuresfor

mitigation and adaptation into national and regional strategies and plans and policy

dialogues. They shall cooperate to promote adaptation action, including averting,

minimizing and addressing the loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of

climate change. They shall develop monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) as well

as evaluation systemsto track progress onclimate action.

The Parties shall cooperate to prepare, communicate and update progressively

ambitious nationally determined contributions (NDCs), pursue the national and regional

mitigation measures to achieve the objectives of such contributions and develop long-

term strategies towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.

The Parties shall develop and implementnational adaptation plans (NAPs) and national

and regional strategies. They shall integrate adaptation measures across all key

vulnerable sectors, including infrastructures, and shall develop an effective governance

system to implement adaptation actions and facilitate the exchange of knowledge and

goodpractices on climate changeat the national and regionallevels.

The Parties shall act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,including from aviation and

shipping activities, consistent with their international commitments and obligations,

including those arising under the Paris Agreement.
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10.

11.

12.

The Parties, considering the threats that climate change poses to peace and security

ind the wellbeing of people and communities, shall cooperate to strengthen adaptation

ind mitigation capacities and promote measures to build resilience to address

vulnerability.

al

al
4 je Parties shall promote an ambitious phase-outof the production and consumption of

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) under the Montreal Protocol by cooperating to support the

ratification of the Kigali Amendment of the Montreal Protocol and ensuring its swift

implementation.

The Parties shall rationalise and phase-outinefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage

wasteful consumption and minimize the possible adverse impacts in a manner that

protects the poor and vulnerable communities. They shall promote switching to

renewable and cleaner energy sourcesin line with actions identified under NDCs.

The Parties shall cooperate to advance low-carbon economiesandclimate resilience by

strengthening green growth in key and emerging economic sectors, including through

the adoption of eco-innovation, promotion of technology transfer, development of

standards and exchangeofbestpractices.

They shall develop innovative financing tools and align financial flows with a pathway

towards low-carbonandclimate-resilient development, with a focusoninclusive climate

inance that targets the poorest and mostvulnerable to the adverse effects of climate

ange. They shall promote economic policy instruments supportive of climate change

action, such as carbon pricing, market-based instruments and carbon taxes, as

appropriate.

o
n  The Parties shall promote strengthened coordination across all levels to implement

ambitious climate and energy commitments. They shall also encourage and empower

local authorities and promoteinitiatives such as the Global Covenant of Mayors for

Climate and Energy [CAR: and SIDSDOCK] and support the implementation of their

action plans.

The Parties shall work together to strengthen scientific and technical human and

institutional capacity for climate action and environmental management and monitoring,

including through the use of space technologies and information systems and for the

provision of comprehensiveclimate services, in particular to vulnerable stakeholders.

Article 3

Biodiversity, ecosystems and natural resources

The Parties shall support the conservation, sustainable use and restoration of eco-

systems, including with a view to improving the livelihoods for local and indigenous

communities and the delivery of ecosystem services and enabling the sustainable

developmentof countries. They shall protect, restore and enhancebiodiversity and shall

take measures to accelerate the implementation of the Convention on Biological

Diversity and the Nagoya Protocol. They shall collaborate in multilateral negotiations on

preserving natural resources, ecosystems and biodiversity. They recognize that the

Caribbean Seaincludesfragile ecosystems and unique biodiversity and shall therefore

cooperate to support their protection. They shall take measures to avoid or reduce the
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impact of invasive alien species on local species and ecosystems on people’s

livelihoods.

The Parties shall promote sustainable integrated water management systems,

preserving and protecting water sources and ecosystems,collecting and treating waste

water addressing land degradation and pollution of water and groundwater resources,

and tackling the uncertainty water availability through collection and storage systems.

The Parties shall cooperate to sustainably manage and protect soils with a view to

preserving theircritical role in inter alia, agriculture, housing andinfrastructure as well in

mitigating climate change and adaptingto its impacts and serving as natural reservoirs

of rainwater.

The Parties shall protect wildlife and shall combat wildlife trafficking by supporting the

adoption and enforcement of policies and laws to makewildlife trafficking a serious

crime, strengthening anti-poaching measures and law enforcement monitoring, and

promoting international coordination in the context of the International Consortium to

CombatWildlife Crime (ICCWC), including the Convention on International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and other relevantinternational

frameworks. They shall increase public awareness, educating and_ influencing

consumers, destroying stockpiles, enhancing the role of local communities, and

promoting high profile diplomacy and advocacy.

The Parties shall work towards establishing and updating the necessary regulatory

frameworks and enforcement mechanisms to improve managementof all waste and

hazardous substances. They shall collaborate to prevent or minimise the generation of

waste at source, as well as improving product reusability, recyclability and resource

efficiency including through efficient collection systems, and effective recycling in order

to adapt production and consumption towards the achievementof a circular economy.

They shall take measures to prevent or minimise hazardous substancesin material

cycles and manage chemicals in products throughout their lifecycle. They shall

cooperate to enhance the proper managementof hazardous substances and endtheir

illicit transboundary movementtthrough the Caribbean Sea.

The Parties shall addressall formsof pollution and shall raise awarenessof the public

health and environmentalrisksof air pollution and the multiple benefits of improved air

quality, including through public outreach campaigns.

The Parties shall work to develop frameworks to protect fragile ecosystems and

biodiversity, including by supporting measures to combat environmental crimes. They

shall cooperate to research, conserve, and sustainably use biodiversity, including by

establishing knowledge hubsandresearch partnerships. They shall promote the use of

internationally recognised environmental management systems as a meansto minimize

any negative impact on the environment. They shall strengthen the involvementoflocal

and indigenous communities in the conservation of ecosystems,prioritizing the creation

of jobs and other economic opportunities.
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Article 4

Forests

The Parties shall promote sustainable managementanduseof forestry resources. They

shall cooperate to reverse deforestation, support reforestation and halt forest

degradation and reinstall the functionsof forest to provide ecosystem services.

The Parties shall promote sustainable value chains of forest products,prioritizing the

creation of jobs and harnessing of economic opportunities in the conservation of

ecosystems. They shall combatillegal logging and associated trade and shall promote

responsible mining operations.

The Parties shall support the implementation of sustainability mechanisms, such as the

EU’s enforcement, governance and trade (FLEGT) Action Plan, including by concluding

and/or implementing Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs). They shall strengthen

coherence and positive interactions at country level betweensustainability mechanisms

and the Warsaw Framework on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest

Degradation (REDD+).

The Parties shall strengthen the involvementoflocal authorities and communities in the

sustainable management of forests. They shall increase public awareness about

deforestation at all levels and encourage the production and consumption of resource-

and energy-efficient products from sustainably managedforests.

Article 5

Ocean Governance

The Parties shall strengthen ocean governance to ensure safe, secure, clean and

sustainably managed oceans, reducing the pressures on oceans and seas and

promoting the sustainable developmentof the blue economy. They shall cooperate to

strengthen national and regional capacities to responsibly and accountably manage

oceanic and coastal resources, develop measuresfor the sustainable use, management

and conservation of marine biological diversity of areas within and beyond national

jurisdiction, promote knowledge and research, and facilitate technology transfer on

ocean governance. They shall take action related to oceansthat contribute to climate

change mitigation and adaptation.

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure the conservation and sustainable management

and use ofliving marine resources at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels, and

Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs).

The Parties shall promote the sustainable development and managementoffisheries

resources through, inter alia, the adoption of the necessary regulatory frameworks,

enhanced management capacities, compliance, enforcement, improved access to

finance, promotion of best practices and transfer of technology. They shall maintain or

adoptinitiatives to combatillegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, including

where appropriate, the implementation of traceability systems and measuresto exclude

IUU products from trade flows. They shall promote and effectively implement monitoring,

control and surveillance measures, and related enforcement measures to ensure

compliance, aimed at the conservationof fish stocks and the prevention of overfishing,

in accordancewith the international law of the sea.
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The Parties agree to take necessarysteps to prohibit certain formsoffisheries subsidies

which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing such new

subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment

for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the World

Trade Organizationfisheries subsidies negotiations and any subsequent agreementthat

mightarise.

The Parties shall cooperate to preserve and restore coastal and marine ecosystems and

their biodiversity, and promote the valorisation of marine and coastal natural capital.

They shall develop measuresto prevent and mitigate the impact of ocean acidification

on marine biodiversity ecosystems, including coral reefs, the sustainability of fisheries

and the livelihood of coastal communities depending on marine resources.

The Parties shall tackle marine pollution, including noise pollution, and reduce marine

debris, especially plastics and micro-plastics and shall target the root causes of marine

litter, including through waste prevention and managementpolicies and measures. They

shall scale-up ocean and coastal clean-up operations, paying particular attention to

accumulation zonesin ocean gyres.

The Parties shall support the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions reductionsrelated

to the maritime industry, and actively support the urgent implementation of the initial

International Maritime Organisation strategy on reduction of emissions.

The Parties shall develop area-based conservation measures and managementtools to

protect and restore coastal and marine areas and resources, including marine protected

areas, consistent with national and international law and based onthe best available

scientific information and knowledge of local communities.

Article 6

Resilience to natural disasters and comprehensive disaster management

The Parties shall cooperate to build resilience of people, societies and infrastructure to

natural disasters, and increase monitoring, early-warning and risk assessment

capacities to improve prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery

measuresin line with the Sendai Frameworkfor Disaster Risk Reduction.

The Parties shall strengthen resilience through investment in disaster risk prevention

and preparedness,integration ofrisk reduction efforts in recovery actions and promotion

of financial risk insurance and affordable risk transfer solutions. They shall promote the

collection and useofdisasterstatistics and loss data, comprehensive assessmentofrisk

and implementationof risk reduction plansatall levels.

They shall adopt measuresto strengthening the link between disaster risk reduction and

climate change adaptation, and promote the exchangeof information and best practices

on the implementation and monitoring of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Reduction. They shall prioritise climate and natural hazard resilience at the core of all

reconstruction and recoveryefforts, including by implementing a “building back better”

approach.
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The Parties shall cooperate to address the impact of natural disasters and anthropogenic

hazards through the timely and efficient delivery of humanitarian assistance andrelief.

The Parties shall strengthen inclusive risk governance at all levels. They shall also

increase monitoring, early warning and risk assessment capacities and improve

domestic and regional prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery

measures,includingcivil protection mechanismsto strengthen capacity for national and

regional disasterrisk reduction and climate innovation centres of excellence. They shall

promote the involvementof affected communities,civil society, and local authorities in

devising and implementing policy responses, focusing on the most vulnerable and

marginalised households and groups.

The Parties shall enhance environmentalresilience, through,inter alia, supporting the

use of ICT and space technologies to accelerate disaster prevention, preparedness,

response and recovery processes. They shall foster opportunities to bolster research

and disseminate best practices on disaster risk management.
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TITLEIll

HUMAN RIGHTS, GOVERNANCE, PEACE AND SECURITY

Article 1

1. The Parties shall foster dialogue and cooperation with the aim of strengthening security

in all its dimensions and achieving peaceful and resilient societies. They shall promote

and fully protect human rights, human dignity, fundamental freedoms and democratic

principles, build accountable and transparentinstitutions, strengthen governance and

justice systems and [CAR: taking into account relevant national contexts],

guarantee adequate spaceto individuals and groupsto expresstheir aspirations

and shapepolicies. In this pursuit, the Parties shall pay special attention to

promoting the rights of the young, women and girls, indigenous [EU:

peoples]/[CAR: peoples and persons], older persons and personswith disabilities.

They shall intensify efforts to promotecitizen security and prevent and combat organised

crime, with emphasisonillicit drugs, maritime security, cybersecurity, money laundering,

and border management, fight against corruption, and all forms oftrafficking, and the

illicit trade in small arms and light weaponsand their ammunition.

2.  [CAR: The Parties shall respect the sovereign equality of all States, territorial

integrity and political independence, and subscribe to the principles of non-

interference and non-intervention. They shall also commit to the resolution of

disputes in a mannerconsistent with the principles of the United Nations Charter.]

Chapter 1

Humanrights, justice and governance

Article 1

Humanrights

1. The Parties shall promote and contribute to the universalratification and implementation

of the international humanrights instruments [CAR: to which they subscribe] and shall

contribute to the protection, promotion and advancementof humanrights in compliance

with international law. They shall apply in full the non-discrimination principle as set out

in Part X, Title X, Art. XX, placing a priority on adopting and implementing comprehensive

equality and anti-discrimination laws, [CAR:while fully respecting the sovereignty of

states.]

[CAR ibis: The Parties shall continue to promote and protect the human rights and

fundamental freedomsofall persons as laid downin the Universal Declaration of

HumanRights. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to fulfil their obligations

stemmingfrom international human rights covenants and conventions which they

haveratified.]

2. The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen legal protection to ensure accountability for

humanrights violations and abuses and fostering accessto justice, and [CAR: taking

into account relevant national contexts, provide] adequate and effective remedies for

victims and survivors of such violations and abuses.

3. The Parties shall advanceefforts to attain gender equality and the full enjoymentof all

humanrights by women andgirls and their empowerment.
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The Parties shall promote and protect the rights of the child, fight against child labour

and child abuse and combatall formsof exploitation.

The Parties shall promote the rights of persons with disabilities and take stronger

measuresto ensuretheirfull inclusion in society.

The Parties shall continue to develop and support humanrights monitoring mechanisms,

including their reporting obligations. They shall recognise and observe the independence

of national humanrightsinstitutions, and [EU: ensure]/[CAR: foster] a safe and enabling

environment where human rights defenders can operate freely and have access to

relevant [EU: international monitoring mechanisms, as necessary] [CAR:

monitoring mechanisms,as set out in international agreements they haveratified].

They shall promote the participation of national humanrights institutions and human

rights defendersin consultative structures and processes. They shall recognisethe role

of traditional knowledge and concernsof local and indigenous communities, ensuring

their effective participation in decision-making affecting their rights.

The Parties shall cooperate to increase awareness of human rights and democracy,

including through education systems and the media.

Article 2

Rule of law andjustice

The Parties shall cooperate to enhanceeffective and equitable accessto justice by all

and shall cooperate in the consolidation of the rule of law and in the strengthening of

institutions at all levels in the areas of law enforcement and administration of justice. In

that pursuit, the Parties shall enhance accessto legal services by personsin vulnerable

situations.

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure the independence, accountability and impartiality

of the judiciary. They shall pursue modernized and efficient court systems and

procedures, including through the sharing of best practices, improve the capacity to

deliver justice in an expeditious and fair manner, develop the use of legal alternative

dispute resolution mechanisms, reduce backlogs and excessive pre-trial detention,

provide adequate training and improve accessbylegal practitioners and the public to

legislation, case-law and otherlegal information.

[EU: The Parties shall foster dialogue and cooperation on the abolition of the death

penalty. They shall also oppose and condemntorture andill-treatment.] They shall

prevent and addressviolations by security forces, enhancing respectfor the rule of law

along the security and judiciary chains, including through ethics training. They shall

strengthen the fight against impunity, or denial of victims’ right to justice and redress,

with a particular emphasis on bringing perpetrators of humanrights violationsto justice.

The Parties shall cooperate to modernise penitentiary systems and maximise their

rehabilitation role, including by improving respect for prisoners’ rights, implementing

rehabilitation and education programmes,increasing the rate of social reintegration of

inmates, supporting the care for prisoners, working towards the eradication of

overcrowding, improving prison management, administration and conditionsin line with

international best practices and standards, and providing alternatives to imprisonment

for lessercrimes.
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Article 3

Governance

The Parties shall take concrete measuresto build inclusive, accountable and transparent

public institutions. They shall strengthen capacity for policy design and implementation,

develop an accountable, efficient, transparent and professional civil service, strengthen

the delivery of quality public services, improve legislative and governance mechanisms

and promote the impartiality and effectivenessof law-enforcement bodies.

The Parties shall strengthen capacities of national parliaments, local, municipal, national

and regional institutions to ensure and enhance respect for democratic principles and

practices.

The Parties shall promote respect for freedom of expression and media independence

and pluralism, and preserve and broaden an enabling spaceforcivil society with a view

to improving democratic accountability.

The Parties shall accelerate the wider use of e-governance and digital services

infrastructure as a meansto enhanceaccessto, and availability of public services and

thereby support the developmentof accountable and transparentpublic institutions.

The Parties shall develop and strengtheninstitutions, legislation and mechanisms to

prevent and combat corruption, bribery, fraud and corporate crimes, including on

confiscation and return of recovered assets. They shall ensure that anti-corruption

legislation is effectively enforced and that impartial investigations and prosecutions are

conducted and effective, proportionate sanctions and penalties for corruption and

corruption-related crimes are applied. They shall promote and implement relevant

international standards and instruments, notably the United Nations Convention against

Corruption, acknowledgingthat corruptionis a transnational issue, linked to other forms

of transnational and economiccrime, requiring joint and multi-disciplinary efforts also at

internationallevels.

Article 4

Public finance and financial governance

The Parties shall promote sound public financial management, including effective

mobilisation and use of public revenues, sustainable public debt management,

sustainable procurement systems, and support for national oversight bodies. They shall

promote greater accountability, transparency, fairness, legality and integrity in the

management ofpublic resources.

The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen public finances, through, inter alia, enhancing

capacity to comply with international standards, developing policy frameworks and

measuresto increase the efficiency, effectiveness, transparency, and fairness of tax

systems, and collaborating in the framework of the United Nations and other relevant

global public finance bodies. They shall support measuresto build effective, equitable

and transparent public expenditure systems.

[CAR: 2.b. The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen domestic resource

mobilisation and its effective use in pursuit of sustainable development and

enhanced economic resilience. They shall enhance domestic resource

mobilisation policies and strategies through, inter alia, the development of

coherent and multi-sectoral initiatives to assist in addressing the finance and

developmentchallenges facing SIDS.]
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[CAR: The Parties shall cooperate] to combat tax fraud, tax evasion, [EU: tax

avoidance], and illicit financial flows based [CAR: on inclusive and consultative

dialoguein bilateral and multilateral bodies]. [CAR: They shall also cooperate to

take measuresto reduce tax avoidance]. The Parties shall apply [EU: the principles

of good governancein the tax area]/[CAR: commonprinciplesof fair taxation]in,

inter alia, enacting legislation, developing comprehensive policies, adopting

concrete measuresandstrengtheningrelevant institutions and mechanisms.]

Chapter2

Crime and Security

Article 1

Humanandcitizen security

The Parties shall pursue an integrated approach aimedat preventing and reducingrisks

of crime and promoting reconciliation, rehabilitation and reintegrationinitiatives.

The Parties shall prosecute, combat and seek to preventall forms of violence, including

sexual, gender-based and domestic. They shall further aim at supporting, assisting and

empowering victims and survivors and adopting measures to counter marginalisation,

victimisation and stigmatisation.

The Parties shall address gang violence through comprehensive risk-reduction,

prevention and education measures, the provision of adequate social services, and

community-based actions for breaking the cycle of violence, and the generation of

alternative livelihood opportunities for youth and vulnerable people. They shall address

the access and use of small arms and light weapons andtheir ammunition with a view

to preventing and reducing the negative effects of armed violence on society and people.

TheParties shall tackle the social and security problems created by [CAR: deportees]/

[EU: the deportation of foreign criminals and individuals, who have servedtheir

sentences, (CAR: andothers) andwill strive to cooperate on including by], [CAR:

includingby] facilitating their rehabilitation and reintegration into society and minimising

the rate of recidivism. [CAR: They shall notify each other in advance of any

deportation, and shall promote the conclusion of protocols or relevant

agreementstofacilitate the exchange of relevant information]. / [EU: They shall

ensure the exchange of relevant information on deportation through the

appropriate channels in accordancewith applicable agreements of administrative

orjudicial cooperation.]

Article 2

Organised crime

The Parties shall tackle all forms of organised crime,including through collaboration at

national, regional and international levels, and by adopting legislative and other

measuresin compliance with the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime

and its supplementary protocols. The Parties shall cooperate to increase their ability to

comply with international reporting requirements. The Parties shall fight migrant

smuggling and trafficking in persons, illicit drugs, (CAR endangered) wild animals and

plants and hazardous substances and waste. The Parties shall also address
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environmental crimesincludingillegal logging andits associatedtrade. The Parties shall

also cooperate to combat trafficking in small arms and light weapons and their

ammunition, other conventional weapons and dual-useitems. In doing so, the Parties

shall cooperate, inter alia, to strengthen the detection of illegal small arms and light

weaponsandtheir ammunition, tracing their origins, support their destruction, enhance

capacity to effectively investigate and prosecute gun-related crimes and share best

practices.

The Parties shall enhancethe protection ofvictimsoftrafficking in persons, advance the

investigation and prosecution of perpetrators, collaborate to prevent and identify cases

of trafficking in persons and develop effective measuresfor reintegration of victims into

their societies. The Parties shall ensurethatall victims have accesstotheir rights, taking

into accountthe particular vulnerability of women andchildren. The Parties shall promote

exchangeof information, including criminal intelligence, and strengthen capacities to

develop policies and implementactions to addresstrafficking in persons and migrant

smuggling.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent and combatthe useoftheir financial institutions

and designated non-financial businesses and professions to finance terrorism and

launder the proceedsof criminal activities. The Parties shall promote the exchange of

information, [CAR: expertise and relevant technology]/[EU: and cooperation,

including capacity building and other forms of technical assistance], and enforce

measures to fight money laundering, terrorism financing and to disruptillicit financial

flows, thereby depriving criminals of profits, and to ensure the effective and full

implementation of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recommendations. The

Parties shall support the establishment and strengthening of national asset recovery

legislation and bodies, the confiscation of criminal assets, their return and mobilisation

for public benefit purposes, extending criminal liability of crime perpetrators and

facilitators.

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation to prevent and combathigh-technology, cyber-

and electronic crimes and the distribution ofillegal content online. They shall strengthen

capacity to address cybercrime through, inter alia, pooling and training of human

resources and fostering collaboration among policymakers, economic operators and

researchers, and shall exchange information in the fields of education and training of

cybercrime investigators, investigation of cybercrime and digital forensic science. [EU:

They shall promote the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime as the global

standard against cybercrimeatall appropriate level].

The Parties shall take measures to enhanceresilience of individuals and communities

to terrorism and violent extremism. They shall intensify efforts to exchange information

and expertise onterrorist groups and their support networks,fully respecting the rule of

law, human rights, and the right to privacy. They shall cooperate to bring to justice

perpetrators of terrorism and shall adopt measuresto facilitate the rehabilitation and

reintegration into society of their nationals that have beenradicalised.
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Article 3

Illicit drugs

The Parties shall cooperate to mitigate the challengesincluding as regards security and

health, posed by the cultivation, production, trafficking, transit and consumptionofillicit

drugs and psychoactive/psychotropic substances through their territories. Such

cooperationshall be on bilateral, regional, multilateral and triangular level as appropriate.

The Parties shall cooperate to reduce both drugs supply and demand based on the

principle of common and shared responsibility, and on an integrated, balanced and

evidence-based approach.

The Parties shall cooperate to improvejudicial and law enforcementcapacities, including

their reporting capabilities. They shall identify, disrupt and dismantle transnational

organised criminal groups through strengthenedinformation exchange mechanisms and

drug-related criminalintelligence while promoting joint investigations and operations,

including with neighbouring countries.

The Parties shall address risk factors related to drug abuse affecting individuals,

communities and societies. They shall strengthen the rule of law, build accountable,

effective and inclusive institutions and public services to combatdrug-related violence.

The Parties shall adopt measures to support alternative developmental activities to

replaceillegal drug cultivation and production in rural and urban areas to enhance the

economic welfare of affected vulnerable populations while simultaneously fostering

social inclusion at the community level and the widersociety.

The Parties shall intensify and accelerate efforts to reduce the demand side and take

the necessary measuresto address the health and social impacts of drugs. They shall

take age- and gender-appropriate measures,tailored to the specific needs of vulnerable

groups through, inter alia, prevention, treatment, care, rehabilitation, and social

reintegration programmes.

The Parties shall address new and emerging threatsrelatedto the illegal production and

use, and abuse of synthetic substances including opioids as well as develop and

enhance programmesand improve reporting mechanismsto addresstheillicit use of

precursor chemicals.

Article 4

Law enforcementcooperation and integrated border management

The Parties shall foster dialogue and cooperation on law enforcement, as well as

strategic judicial cooperation. They shall promote cooperation between law enforcement

agencies to exchange information and criminal intelligence in a timely manner,

encourage sharing of best practices and develop capacities.

The Parties shall support regional security cooperation through the strengthening of

integrated border management,information and intelligence sharing and data gathering

and analysis while respecting relevant legal frameworks on protection of personal data.

The Parties shall promote the peaceful resolution of border disputes and controversies

in line with international law. The Parties shall support confidence building measures

and specific development strategies, where appropriate, to increase trust and reduce

possible bordertensions.
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Article 5

Maritime and Aviation Security

The Parties shall develop cooperation on maritime and aviation matters with a view to

improving maritime and aviation safety and security and enhance, interalia, the targeting

and managementof high-risk cargo, in accordance with international law and relevant

UN resolutions.

The Parties shall enhance maritime security, responding to threats to ships and critical

maritime installations and assets, improving monitoring and enforcing relevant laws and

regulations. They shall take action against piracy and armedrobbery, aswell as all forms

of organised crime at sea, including through the use of space technologies.

[CAR: Placeholder]

[Article 6

Caribbean as a Zoneof Peace]

[CAR: Placeholder. The Parties shall reaffirm the Caribbean as a zone of peace

andshall cooperate to ensurethatit is not used for the transit and transhipment

of nuclear material and toxic waste and urge countries that produce and transport

them to urgently implement appropriate measures to end suchactivities.]
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TITLE IV

HUMAN DEVELOPMENTAND SOCIAL COHESION

Article 1

The Parties are determinedto eradicate poverty in all its forms by 2030, effectively tackle

inequality, achieve gender equality, empower womenand youth to ensure that everyone

has the necessary meansto enjoya life in dignity, promote social cohesion, and create

the conditions for the effective participation of people in democraticlife and their active

contribution to sustainable economic growth. Theyshall pay special attention to persons

in vulnerable situations including women, children, elderly, indigenous (CAR: peoples)

and communities and persons with disabilities. They shall take concrete measures to

promote social protection as a fundamental investment for poverty eradication and

fighting inequality, and as an important meansto create a self-strengthening cycle

towardsinclusive and sustainable economic development, by reinvesting economic

gains more broadly into society and people and increasing socialresilience.

Chapter 1

Social services

Article 1

Education

The Parties shall consolidate and promoteinclusive, affordable and equitable access to

and enhance the quality of education atall levels, including through strengthened and

inclusive national education systems, improved infrastructure and equipment, with

particular attention to persons with disabilities. The Parties shall support the

advancementof gender equality, to develop an enabling environmentfor boys andgirls

alike to have equal educational opportunities and comparable educationalattainment.

The Parties shall support the expandeddelivery and application of science, technology,

engineering and mathematics (STEM)andartsatall levels of the educational system.

The Parties shall promote the use of accessible and affordable innovative technologies

for educational purposes and the developmentofdigital skills and literacy forall.

The Parties shall cooperate to reinforce enrolment and quality in tertiary education,

technical and vocationaltraining, non-formal, work-based and life-long learning, with a

view to increasing the numberof highly educated persons and skilled workers.

The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen academic development, promote the mutual

recognition of qualifications and facilitate the mobility of students, staff and academics

between the Caribbean, [CAR: the ACP] and the European Union.

The Parties shall cooperate to promote academic research, development and

innovation, through inter alia, enhancing collaboration among key institutions and

advancing the use of scientific research and analysis in pursuit of mutually beneficial

academic excellence.
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Article 2

Health

The Parties shall promote universal and affordable health coverage and equitable

accessto health services, including through strengthened national health systems, the

development of sustainable quality infrastructure and access to safe and affordable

essential medicines, vaccines and diagnostics.

The Parties shall cooperate to address the growing incidence and burden of non-

communicable diseases, taking steps towards prevention and control, including through

the promotionof healthy diets,lifestyles, the use of digital tools and health education.

The Parties shall strengthen national and regional capacity to detect and respondrapidly

and effectively to outbreaks of communicable diseases and other health emergencies of

national andinternational concern,following a One Health approach that encompasses

human health, animal health, plants and ecosystems.

(They shall collaborate to address public health emergencies through interalia, the use

of early warning systemsfor swift exchangeofinformation, timely and efficient delivery

of humanitarian assistance and relief, development of coherent and multisectoral plans

to enhance the capacity of health systems and revive economic activity, accelerated

delivery of essential and affordable medicines, vaccines and health equipment, and

strengthened international collaboration to mitigate the impact of global public

emergencies/pandemics.)

[EU: The Parties shall strengthen national and regional capacity to detect and

respondrapidly and effectively to outbreaks of communicable diseases and other

health emergencies of national and international concern, following a One Health

approachthat encompasses humanhealth, animal health, plants and ecosystems.

They shall cooperate to address public health emergencies throughinteralia, the

use of early warning systemsfor swift exchange of information, developmentof

coherent and multi-sectoral plans to enhance the capacity of health systems,

where appropriate, provision of essential and affordable medicines, vaccines and

health equipment, including diagnostics, and delivery of humanitarian assistance

andrelief. They shall strengthen international cooperation to mitigate the impact

of global public health emergencies.]

The Parties shall promote [EU: and support] research and sharing of knowledge,

experiencesand bestpractices in the health sector.

Article 3

Housing, water and sanitation

The Parties shall support universal access to decent, safe, and affordable housing with

special emphasis on vulnerable and marginalized communities, including indigenous

(communities and) peoples, in order to generate positive impact on the health of people,

advance the socio-economic development of their communities and address the

inequalities between urban and rural households. They shall promote climate-smart

housing and infrastructure, through, inter alia, the design and enforcementof building

codes.
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The Parties shall enhance access to safe, affordable and sustainable water supply

including through the development of sustainable and integrated water resources

management,solid waste managementand the promotion of water recycling measures.

The Parties shall promote adequate, equitable and affordable accessto sanitation and

hygiene servicesforall, paying special attention to the needs of womenandgirls and

those in vulnerablesituations.

The Parties shall promote universal and improved accessto affordable electricity and

increaseefficient and sustainable energy usageforall.

Article 4

Sustainable urbanisation and rural development

The Parties shall promote an enabling environment for sustainable rural and urban

development. They shall foster sustainable land use planning, paying particular attention

to transparent and regulated land acquisitions and property rights, sustainable urban

mobility and smart andsafecities.

The Parties shall promote a balanced developmentof rural economies and communities,

with a special focus on employment and income generation. They shall accelerate rural

diversification through adding valueto local production and harnessnatural and cultural

resources.

The Parties shall promote inclusive, balanced, integrated urban andrural policies, and

multi-level governmental coordination, actively engaging local authorities and

communities, forging strongerlinks betweenrural and urban areas.

Article 5

Food security and improved nutrition

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure that all have accessto sufficient, affordable, safe

and nutritious food, with a view to ending all forms of malnutrition and averting food

crises. In this pursuit, the Parties shall pay special attention to the most vulnerable

countries, including those affected by disasters and personsin vulnerable situations.

The Parties, acknowledging the negative impact of reduced agricultural output, high

reliance on imported food items and overexploitation of fish stock on food security and

nutrition, shall support the sustainable developmentof local agriculture, fisheries and

food production.

The Parties shall cooperate to address the impactof food crises and ensure timely action

for making food available locally, by developing policy interventions and infrastructure

includinginvestingin climate-resilient transportation and storage systems.In this pursuit,

the Parties shall address the needs of the most vulnerable populations.
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Chapter2

Social Cohesion

Article 1

Equality, social protection and decent work

The Parties shall promote equality by adopting policies in support of progressively

attaining and sustaining income growth of the poorest membersof the population at a

rate higherthan the national average.

The Parties shall promote equitable and sound fiscal, economic and social policies

oriented towards moreinclusive societies with an improved incomedistribution to reduce

inequality and inequity.

The Parties shall work towards the extension of social protection coverage, especially

for personsin vulnerable situations, with the aim of progressively reaching universality,

through social safety nets, basic income security and adequate and shock-responsive

social protection systems. They shall promote research and sharing of knowledge,

experiences and bestpractices on social protection.

The Parties shall promote the creation of inclusive and well-functioning labour markets

and employmentpolicies directed towards achieving international standards for decent

work for all, and fair wages that provide for a decent standard ofliving, including

enhancing health and safety conditions for workers. They shall combat all forms of

exploitation, including sexual and work exploitation, in both formal and informal sectors.

The Parties shall address issues related to the informal economy,including innovative

accessto financial services, credit and micro-finance and strengthened social protection

measures,with a viewtofacilitating a smooth transition to the formal economy.

The Parties shall take concrete measures to promote the rights of persons with

disabilities with a view to advancingthe effective implementation of relevantinternational

agreements, promoting their full inclusion in society without discrimination of any kind

and their equal accessto social services and labour markets.

The Parties shall promote social cohesion through, inter alia protecting and enhancing

tangible and intangible cultural heritage as well as the diversity of cultural expressions.

Article 2

Genderequality and empowermentof girls and women

The Parties shall strengthen policies, programmes, and mechanismsaimedat promoting

gender equality and ensuring and improving equal opportunities for participation in all

sectors of political, economic, social and culturallife. They shall also ensure that the

genderperspective is systematically mainstreamedacrossall policies, including through

the creation and consolidation of legal frameworks.
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The Parties shall ensure the physical and psychological integrity of womenandgirls, by

adopting legislative and policy measuresto end child, early and forced marriages, and

eliminating all forms of sexual and gender-basedviolence,particularly domestic violence

against womenand men,trafficking in persons,all forms of sexual and work exploitation,

and all forms of harassment in both public and private spheres. They shall facilitate

access to justice and promote prevention and awareness campaign initiatives to

advance behavioural change to advance gender equality and empower womenandgirls.

The Parties shall support the effective implementation of all relevant international

agreements,including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

against Women (CEDAW)andencouragingtheratification of its Optional Protocol.

The Parties shall ensure that the rights of womenandgirls are respected and promoted.

Theyshall strengthen the social rights of women andgirls, notably in the areas of health

and education, including accessto family planning services, [in accordance with national

laws]. They shall reinforce the economic rights of women, including byfacilitating their

access to, economic opportunities, financial services, enabling technology and

employment, the control and useof land and other productive assets. They shall support

women entrepreneurs, reduce the gender pay gap, and removeother discriminatory

regulations and practices.

The Parties shall strengthen the participation and voice of women andgirls in political

life, including through enhancedaccessto electoral, policy, and governance processes

and positions and in community-building efforts.

The Parties shall empower womenandgirls’ organisations and strengthen national and

regional institutions to address issues related to violence against womenandgirls,

including prevention and protection from all forms of sexual and gender-based violence,

develop harassmentinvestigation and accountability mechanisms,and provide care and

supportto victims and promotionof conditions of safety and security for womenandgirls.

[EU: Placeholder for text on SRHR - The Parties shall commit to the full and

effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Programmeof

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the

outcomes of their review conferences and shall commit to sexual and

reproductive health and rights, in this context. [Having that in mind, the Parties

shall [in accordance with the national context,] commit to the promotion,

protection andfulfilment of the right of every individual to have full control over,

and decidefreely and responsibly on mattersrelated to their sexuality and sexual

and reproductive health, free from discrimination, coercion and violence. They

shall further stress the need for universal access to quality and affordable

comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information, education, including

[age-appropriate] comprehensive sexuality education, and health-care services.]

Article 3

Youth

The Parties shall develop targeted policies to promote youth empowermentandfacilitate

their engagementin political, social, civic and economiclife.
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The Parties shall support youth entrepreneurship and promote the creation of

sustainablejobsin all sectors with decent working conditions for young people,including

by supporting them in acquiring labour market-relevant skills through education,

technical and vocationaltraining, , enhanced accessto technologies and by supporting

employmentservices to connect young people to employment opportunities and access

to financial services and partnerships for start-ups.

The Parties shall establish governance structures to promote responsible youth

citizenship, increase the influence of young people in decision-making processes and

foster their active participation in political life and in community-building efforts. They

shall promote increased participation of youth in environmental action, particularly

climate change monitoring and adaptation programmes.

The Parties shall undertake measures to improve the accessto justice and strengthen

child protection systems. They shall take all appropriate measures to protect the child

from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent

treatment, maltreatmentor exploitation, including sexual abuse.

The Parties shall promote social and justice programmesfor prevention of juvenile

delinquency andthe integration of youth into economic and sociallife. They shall support

institutions, such as schools, social and faith-based organizations and youth groups, that

contribute to building resilience in at-risk youth and vulnerable communities.

Article 4

Sports

The Parties shall promote sports and physical education as a driver for sustainable

development,health and wellness,social inclusion, non-discrimination and humanrights

advancement. Theyshall collaborate to harness the economic,cultural and social power

of sports by, inter alia, developing adequate facilities, promoting participation in sporting

and other physical education activities and exchanging best practices. They shall

promote the mobility of sports persons and associated professionals as a means to

strengthenintercultural dialogue and cooperation.
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[CAR:TITLE V

MOBILITY AND MIGRATION] /

[Eu:Article

Migration, Mobility and Development]

The Parties acknowledgethe contribution of legally residing third country nationals (and

diaspora) to the economic, social, political and culturallife of their host countries. They

shall support the integration of legally residing third country nationals (and diaspora). In

this pursuit, special emphasis shall be placed on promoting entrepreneurship, business

support and skills development. They shall strengthen cooperation on the portability of

social rights for legally residing migrant workers (and diaspora).

[CAR:The Parties shall foster mutual understanding, promote shared values and

generate direct economic benefits through, inter alia, the establishment and

enhancement of reciprocal visa waiver agreements for short-term stays of

Caribbean and EU nationals. The Parties shall cooperate to facilitate mobility

between Caribbean States and EU OCTs and ORsthrough,inter alia, visa-free

travel in recognition of their physical proximity, close cultural ties and other areas

of functional cooperation].

They shall [EU: consider] [CAR: develop] schemesfor circular migration, and shall

implement and improve, as appropriate, the legal frameworksforfacilitating the re-entry

procedures of legally residing third country nationals. [CAR: They shall address

critical skills shortages byinter alia, adopting a coherent approachto advance the

training of select professionals in the Caribbean that includes expandingtraining

facilities, promoting the enrolment of EU nationals, developing skills partnership

schemesandfacilitating the negotiation of mutual recognition agreements]. They

shall consider aspects of reintegration of legally residing third country nationals in the

countries oforigin to ensure that their gained experienceor qualifications can benefit the

local labour market and community. They shall cooperate to reduce the negative impact

of loss of skills on the developmentof the countries.

The Parties, recognising the importance of remittances as a source for inclusive and

sustainable developmentif properly managed,shall aim to reduce the transaction costs

of remittancesto less than 3 percent, eliminate remittances corridors with costs higher

than 5 percent by 2030, promotefinancial inclusion via innovative financial instruments

and new technologies, and improve regulatory frameworks for enhanced involvementof

non-traditional economic actors. The Parties shall enhance diaspora contribution in the

sustainable development of their countries of origin, by promoting and facilitating

diaspora investment, and businesscreation as a meansto boost local development and

entrepreneurshipin countriesof origin as well as to transfer knowledge, experience and

technology.

[CAR:The Parties shall develop measuresto harnessthe benefits of South-South

migration and mitigate any negative impact through enhanced legal and

institutional mechanisms, based on the principles of solidarity, shared

partnership and responsibility.]

The Parties shall promote the exchange of best practices of Caribbean-EU andintra-

regional mobility schemes, including free movementof personsin regional integration

processes.
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PACIFIC REGIONAL PROTOCOL
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PACIFIC REGIONAL PROTOCOL

PARTI

BASIS FOR ENGAGEMENT

Chapter 1

Principles and objectives

Article 1
Genuinepartnership

For the purposesofthis Protocol, “Parties” shall mean the relevant Parties boundbythis
Protocol pursuant to Article [Part | on Structure”].

Therelations between the Parties shall be governedbythe provisionslaid down in the
Foundation Agreement and by the specific aims set out in this Protocol, which are
complementary and mutually reinforcing, in accordance with [paragraph 6 of Article
“ACP-EU Council of Ministers”, Part V].

The Parties agree to strengthentheir relations and intensify cooperation with a view to
promoting shared values, commoninterests, responsibilities and obligations. This
genuine partnership shall be implemented in the spirit of mutual respect and
accountability, equality, and shared ownership.

Article 2

Principles

The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and cooperation, support regional integration, and

intensify efforts in support of multilateralism and the rules-based global order.

The Parties shall endeavour, through appropriate partnership dialogue, to build strategic

coalitions on a numberof global issues, in particular as regards climate change, ocean

governance,biodiversity, and inclusive and sustainable economic development, human

rights andissues related to peace and security. Where appropriate, they shall coordinate

their positions in the frameworks of the United Nations and other international and

regional organisations and fora. They shall undertake to take concrete measuresto sign,

ratify and implementkeyinternational treaties and conventions.

The Parties agree that the content of the Protocolshall be anchoredin and be consistent

with the principles agreedto at the Foundationlevel of this Agreement.

Article 3

Objectives

The Parties reaffirm the broad and comprehensive nature of the Pacific-EU Protocol and

agreethatits aimsare,inter alia,to:

a. strengthen their political partnership, underpinned by regular dialogue and the

promotion of commoninterests;
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improve environmental andclimate resilience and pursue sustainable management

of natural resources;

build democratic, peaceful and rights-based societies, based ontherule of law and

good governance, and make progress on gender equality and financial

governance;
supportinclusive and sustainable economic growth through bolstered investment

and private sector development, with special attention to the blue economy and

enhancedconnectivity;

support concrete measures aimed at strengthening ocean governance and the

conservation and sustainable managementofliving marine resources including

fisheries [PACP: as well as deep sea mining]; and

invest in humanandsocial development, addressing inequalities and ensuring that

nobodyis left behind, with special attention to the promotion of youth and to

women's and girls' economic, social and political empowerment.

Article 4

Regional integration and cooperation

The Parties shall support the process of regional integration and cooperation in the

Pacific as a way to managing cross-country challenges and facilitating the

implementation of this Protocol in order to reap full benefits from it, taking into

consideration their relevant policy frameworks, including the Framework for Pacific

Regionalism.

The Parties agree to step up cooperation with those regional organisations, countries,

and territories that share the same values and are willing and able to promote and

address commongoals, contributing to the political, economic, and social development

of the Pacific region as a whole.

The Parties shall promote and support Triangular and South-South Cooperation as

meansof strengthening cooperation at the regionallevel.

Chapter2

[Indicative skeleton: Processes and Implementation Modalities]

[EU: Actors and processes]

Article 5

Institutional provisions

The institutions of the Pacific-EU Protocol, as defined in the General Part of this

Agreement, including their composition and functions, are the:

a. Pacific-EU Council of Ministers;

b. Pacific-EU Joint Committee;

c. Pacific-EU Parliamentary Committee.

[PACP: Eachjoint institution shall determine and agreeits rules of procedures and

composition including level of representation.]
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[EU: The Parties may decide to meetat the level of Heads of State or Governments

to provide strategic political steering to this [[EU: Partnership] OR [PACP:

Regional Protocolwithin the powers conferred onit as set outin Article X of the General

Part of this Agreement.]]

[PACP: The Parties shall take measures, including financial support, to ensure that

appropriate institutional arrangements are in place to provide support for the effective

discharge of the roles and functionsofthe joint institutions.]

Article 6

EU Overseas Countries and Territories in the Pacific region

The Parties agree to strengthen the links between the Overseas Countries and

Territories (OCTs) associated with the EU in the Pacific region and the Pacific ACP

States.

They shall endeavour to involve the OCTsin regional integration, cooperation, and

organisations, as appropriate, especially in the areas of climate change, environmental

sustainability, sustainable managementof natural resources, connectivity, and trade and

investment.

The Parties agree that the OCTs in the Pacific region shall be granted the role of

observersin the EU-Pacific Protocol.

Article 7

Mechanismsfor consultation and engagement with stakeholders

The Parties shall foresee consultation and dialogue mechanisms with all relevant

stakeholders,including local authorities, representatives of civil society, and the private

sector in order to keep them informed of, and gather inputs for the effective

implementation of the Pacific -EU Protocol, including in view of the Pacific-EU Council

of Ministers.

[PACP:Article 7bis

Capacity building]

[(PACP: The Parties shall provide capacity building to relevant regional implementing

institutions, private sector and, civil society entities, and other relevant stakeholders

aimedatthe effective, efficient and timely achievementof the objectives of this Regional

Protocol.)]

Article 8

Implementation and monitoring [PACP: and evaluation]

[PACP:The Parties shall put in place mechanismsfor the effective and timely delivery

and management of projects and programmes funded under this Protocol and to

facilitate wider Pacific-EU cooperation and relations on issues of mutual interest and

within the overall ACP-EU framework.]
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[PACP:In addition to the annual reviews, a mid-term and end-of-term reviews shall be

undertaken of the regionalindicative programmesto adaptit to evolving circumstances

and to ensurethat they are implementedeffectively andefficiently. The outcome of such

reviews would inform decisionsrelating to resource re-allocation where appropriate.]

[EU: The Parties, when implementing actions for each area of engagement,shall,

in accordance with the legal framework set up by this Agreement, take into

consideration their respective strategic and policy frameworks,including regional

strategies adopted by Pacific [PACP: ACP] States as appropriate. They shall take

action and implement measuresat the most appropriate level. They shall seek to

maximise the impact on and reinforce the involvement of all interested

stakeholders.]

[The Parties shall monitor the EU-Pacific Partnership [PACP: Pacific-EU Regional

Protocol] to ensure that implementation is on track, including through a multi-

stakeholder approach. They may review it as appropriate, [PACP: at regular

intervals] and may expand its scope with a view to enhancing the level of

cooperationin existing and new areas of engagement, according to the procedure

laid out in [Article XX] of the General Part of this Agreement.]

[PACP:In exception circumstances, a review can be undertakenat the requestofeither

Party and agreed by both. The findings can assist reorienting the regional programme

and/or increase in resourceallocation.]

The Parties shall conduct regular independent monitoring and evaluation assessments

of the activities foreseen under the key areas of engagementofthis Protocol.

[PACP:Article 8bis

Programming Exercise]

[PACP: The Parties shall undertake programming as a shared responsibility and in

accordancewiththe principles of ownership, complementarity and subsidiarity andin full

respect of the integrity of genuine partnership reflecting joint decision making, co-

management, transparency and accountability.]

[PACP: The Parties recognise that the outcome of the programming exercise is the

product of extensive consultation between the EU and the Pacific ACP states including

the Regional Authorising Officer. Where appropriate, programming may include

exchangeof views with civil society, private sector and other stakeholders.]
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PARTII

KEY AREAS FOR ENGAGEMENT

TITLE I

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Article 1

The Parties, acknowledging the serious threat posed by climate change,sealevelrise,

and environmental degradation to the achievementof sustainable development and the

lives of people, and recognising the significant risk for Small Island Developing States,

shall build resilience to climate change and reverse environmental degradation. They

shall take ambitious action to mitigate and adaptto climate change,to avert, minimize

and addressthe risks of loss and damage, to protect and improve the quality of the

environment, and to support the sustainable managementof natural resources. They

shall adopt measures to tackle biodiversity loss, maintain and restore ecosystems,

promote ocean governance,and prevent and respondto disasters. They shall investin

green growth, circular economies, renewable energy, ensuring that economic growth

goes handin hand with environmental sustainability.

Article 2

Climate action

The Parties, recalling the objectives, principles and provisions of the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, adopted under

the Convention, and stressing the need to step up the globalefforts to tackle climate

changein light of the findings of the IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global

warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, agree to contribute to global emission

reduction, consistent with keeping the increase in global average temperature to well

below 2 degree Celsius above pre-industrial levels and pursue efforts to limit global

warming to a 1.5 degree Celsius pathway. They recognise the importance of reaching

net zero global anthropogenic emissions as soonas possible. They commit, to this end,

to successive Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) that will represent a

progression beyondtheir current NDCs andreflect their highest possible ambition, in

light of different national circumstances, and reaffirm their objective of each achieving

carbon neutrality by 2050.

The Parties shall develop comprehensive and inclusive domestic climate policies and

programmes,including through legislative and governance frameworks, and carry out

concrete actions to scale up the implementation of the Paris Agreement. They shall

develop monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) as well as evaluation systems to

track progresson climate action.

The Parties shall accelerate and intensify efforts to adapt to the impacts of climate

change,including by developing and implementing, ambitious National Adaptation Plans

(NAPs). They shall develop and implement policies, strategies and legislative

frameworks with a view to integrating adaptation into relevant socioeconomic and

environmentalsectors.
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The Parties, recognising that fossil fuel energy and transport sector contribute

significantly to carbon emissions, undertake to develop energyefficiency and renewable

energysolutions andto further reduceor offset carbon emissionsfrom land, aviation and

maritime transport sectors, and they shall strengthen cooperative action on technology

developmentandtransfer. They shall also aim atrationalising and phasing-outinefficient

fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption andat minimizing the possible

adverse impacts, in a mannerthat protects the poor and the affected communities.

The Parties shall apply integrated, holistic and balanced non-market approaches to

addressing climate change andits impacts,also taking into account the vulnerability of

small islands developing states, and taking into consideration their relevant policy

frameworks, including the Framework for Resilient Developmentin the Pacific (FRDP)

and the Pacific Resilience Partnership (PRP).

The Parties shall support action to align finance flows with a pathway towards low

greenhousegas emissions and climate-resilient development. They shall cooperate to

mobilise climate finance from a wide variety of sources, instruments and channels to

support the development and implementation of NAPs and NDCsbeyondcurrentlevels

in line with the Paris Agreement.

The Parties shall promote an ambitious phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs)

under the Montreal Protocol and the Kigali Amendmentof the Montreal Protocol. They

shall encourage all the Parties to the Protocol to ratify and ensure the swift

implementation of the Amendment.

The Parties shall strengthen coordination acrossall levels of governance and shall take

action that is based on and guided by the best available science and, as appropriate,

traditional knowledge, indigenous and local knowledge systems. They shall encourage

and enable local authorities to make and implement ambitious climate and energy

commitments. They shall promote existing initiatives such as the Global Covenant of

Mayors for Climate and Energy and should support the implementation of their action

plans.

The Parties shall work together towards developing knowledge networksfor climate

adaptation and response and strengthening scientific and technical, human and

institutional capacity for climate action and environmental management and monitoring,

including through space technologies and information systems.

Article 3

Environment and sustainable managementof natural resources

The Parties shall support the conservation, sustainable use and restoration of eco-

systems and the services they provide linking biodiversity to livelihoods. They shall

protect, restore and enhancebiodiversity, in line with the provisions of the Convention

on Biological Diversity and the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. They shall

support the developmentof long-term strategies focused on mainstreaming biodiversity

into national and regional frameworks in the Pacific, ensuring coordination and

coherenceacrossinstitutions, and generating evidenceto inform decision-making.
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The Parties shall promote an integrated approach to and strengthen enforcement

mechanismsfor the sustainable management and use of natural resources and the

environmentat all levels, including the developmentof circular and green economy,

taking into account the needsof current and future generations and, where appropriate,

indigenous, traditional and customary practices.

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure the sustainable managementof their forest and

othertree resources, reduce and reverse deforestation, combatillegal logging and trade

of illegal wood and wood-based products, reinstall the functions of natural forests,

including to provide ecosystem services, and promote responsible mining, taking into

account demands for sustainable development, including the economic, social and

environmental needsof their growing populations.

The Parties shall promote sustainable integrated water management systems,

preserving and protecting water sources and ecosystems, collecting and treating

wastewater, addressing land degradation and pollution of water and groundwater

resources, and coping with uncertainties of water availability through water collection

and storage systems.

The Parties shall cooperate to combat the threat of invasive alien species on local

species’ extinctions, biodiversity, ecosystem functions and services, on people’s

livelihoods and resilience, and on trade and economic development.

The Parties shall effectively address all forms of pollution. They shall work towards

establishing the necessary regulatory frameworks and enforcement mechanismsfor the

sound managementof chemicals and waste. They shall aim to prevent or minimise the

generation of waste at source, as well as improve product reusability, recyclability and

resource efficiency in order to adapt production and consumption towards the

achievementof a circular economy. They shall take measures to prevent or minimise

hazardous substancesin material cycles and manage chemicalsin products throughout

theirlifecycle.

Article 4

Disasterresilience

The Parties shall cooperate to build the resilience of people,societies, institutions and

infrastructure to disaster events. They shall take into account the strong links between

disasters and climate change and the impacts of disasters on human and social

development,thelivelihoods of people, especially of vulnerable groups and individuals,

cultural heritage, environmental integrity, economic development and human security.

They shall endeavourto implement and monitor the Sendai Frameworkfor Disaster Risk

Reduction including through exchange of information and best practices, taking into

consideration the relevant policy frameworksof the Parties, including the Frameworkfor

Resilient Development in the Pacific (FRDP).

The Parties shall promote a holistic approachto disasterrisk reduction, including taking

into consideration the FRDP,investingin risk prevention and preparedness,integration

of risk reduction efforts in recovery actions, and promotionoffinancial risk insurance.

They shall support resilience of public services, infrastructure, food security, and water

security, ensuring that investments consider and respond to a realistic understanding of

future risks. They shall put climate resilience at the core of all reconstruction and

recovery efforts, including by taking a “building back better” approach.
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The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen accessto, transfer of, and systematic use of

relevant technologiesfor resilience building. They shall invest in collection and use of

disaster statistics and loss data, comprehensive assessment of risk, implementation of

tisk reduction plans at all levels and strengthening the link between disaster risk

reduction and climate change adaptation. They shall support the use of space

technologies and information to improve prevention, preparedness, response, and

recovery measures.

The Parties shall work towards strengthening inclusive risk governanceatall levels,

including capacity development for national and regional disaster risk reduction and

climate innovation centres of excellence. They shall work towardsincreasing monitoring,

early warning and risk assessmentcapacities, improving domestic and regional capacity

and capability for prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery

measures, including civil protection mechanisms, as well as capacity of local

communities and institutions, focusing on the most vulnerable and marginalised

households and groups.

The Parties shall monitor and evaluate disaster risk and climate risk-management

priorities and objectives against international best practice.
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TITLE Il

INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Article 1

The Parties shall pursue integrated strategies and implement reformsto build resilient

and diversified economies, promote economic growth and transformation, strengthen

business and trade relations, and support the transition towards full and quality

employment. They undertake to create a business environment that is conducive to

greater flows of investment and to private sector development. They shall strengthen

and deepenintra-regional economic cooperation, including the mobility of goods and

services. They shall encourage and facilitate a wider use of their respective currencies

in internationaltransactions.

The Parties shall promote measures in support of the transformative nature of science,

technology, innovation and research. They shall work towards achieving circular, low-

emission and climate resilient economies and ensuring that all people benefit from

unlocked business opportunities, that core labour standards are respected and upheld,

including through social dialogue, and that the socio-economic empowerment and

inclusion of vulnerable people, womenand youth is promoted, also through appropriate

social protection measures. They agree to concentrate efforts on key sectors with a

multiplier effect on sustainable growth, job creation and poverty eradication, including

the possibility of cooperating on new economicareas.

Chapter 1

Economic growth anddiversification

Article 1

Enablers of economic development

The Parties shall pursue measures that support the attainment of higher levels of

economic productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and innovation,

as a priority, as well as measures that improve macroeconomic and financial sector

stability, simplify and harmonise business regulations and processes, strengthen

effective and predictable tax systems, increase the efficiency of public administration

and judicial systems, adopt sound competition policies, and ensure the protection of land

and property rights as well as intellectual property rights.

The Parties agree to promote sound businessfacilitation legislation, regulations and

policies aimed at reducing regulatory and administrative barriers and enhancing

transparency while developing entrepreneurial skills and business culture aimed at

increasing investment and private sector development. They shall also promote

corporate social responsibility and responsible business conduct, including

environmentalconsiderations.

The Parties agree to address and enhance human capital development, in particular

through investmentin and support for the creation of a highly educated,trained, skilled,

qualified and efficient workforce sufficiently trained to access decent employment,

including in new dynamic growth sectors, matching the demandsof labour markets and

enhancing private sector involvement. They shall place particular emphasis on

enhancingdigital literacy, technical and vocational education and training (TVET) and

othertertiary.
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The Parties shall promote policies that enhance the relevance, efficiency and

effectiveness of labour marketinstitutions. They shall promote intra-regional labour

mobility in support of the development needs of the Pacific states and to respond

positively to the needs of the private sector and to contribute to improved economic

integration, greater investment, and enhancedbusinessproductivity.

The Parties shall support developmentof keyinfrastructures such as energy,transport,

water, as well as ICT services and digital connectivity.

The Parties shall promote the developmentof rural areas andthe diversification of the

rural economy, including by strengthening linkages betweenresilient infrastructures,

tourism, agriculture and industry.

The Parties shall support measuresto improve the quality, availability and accessibility

of insurance, financial and non-financial services to private enterprises, both in the

formal and informal sectors. They shall improve accessto affordable finance, including

by developing viable banking and non-banking systems and strengthening digital

financial services thatfacilitates value-addition by integration offirms, particularly micro-

small-medium enterprises (MSMEs) into regional and global value chains, through

enhancedproduction, trade regulatory capacity, entrepreneurship, improved business

facilitation, diversification of products and export destination, technological

enhancementandinnovation, inclusive of e-commerceplatforms.

Article 2

Investment

The Parties commit to encouraging, creating and maintaining a conducive environment

for responsible investment for mutual benefit. They shall streamline and accelerate

administrative procedures and requirements, and support measures that create a

predictable and secure investmentclimate, facilitate partnerships and promote private

sectordialogue.

The Parties agree to attract and retain sustainable and responsible public and private

investment, including foreign direct investment, through blending, guarantees, and

other innovative financial instruments to boost investor confidence. They shall

endeavour to provide investors with adequate and easily accessible information on

business opportunities in both the European Union andthe Pacific region.

They undertake to cooperate in facilitating investments through appropriate

intervention mix, with particular attention to youth and women.

Article 3

Private sector development

The Parties shall support the development of a dynamic, competitive and responsible

private sector, including through the adoptionof the necessary legislative economic and

institutional reforms and policies at national and/or regional level. They shall take

measures to strengthen and improve private sector productivity and efficiency. They

shall pay special attention to the growth and improved competitiveness of micro, small

and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), business incubators, as well as the

developmentofcottage industry.
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The Parties shall seize the opportunities of technological progress and the digital

economy. They shall endeavour to mobilise investment in support of research and

innovation, as well as the digital economy and encouragethe private sector to boost

digitalisation, in particular in terms of investments, innovation, market knowledge, access

and expertise.

The Parties shall promote industrial development, in view of the achievement of

sustainable economic growth. They shall adopt targeted policies aimed at facilitating

industrial growth and opportunities, notably through the creation oflinkages and value-

adding activities, including small-scale industries. They shall encourage the

development of appropriate technologies, processes, and diversification of niche

products. They shall develop and implementstrategies that build regional and national

capacity for competitiveness in medium- and high-tech manufacturing and exports.

The Parties shall support increased resource-useefficiency and the adoption of cleaner

and more environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes. They shall

effectively addressall forms of pollution resulting from economic activities, including

through a clear definition and attribution of responsibilities to the industry and business

operators throughout the supply chain, on the basis of extended producer responsibility

and polluter paysprinciples.

Article 4

Science, technology, innovation and research

The Parties shall cooperate in scientific research, technological development and

innovation, with the aim of promoting social and economic development,tackling societal

challenges, and improving regional competitiveness. They shall develop the

interconnection and interoperability of research networks, computing and scientific data

infrastructures and services, and promoting such development within their regional

context.

They Parties shall facilitate, as appropriate, access to each other's science, technology

and innovation programmes, research infrastructures and facilities, publications, and

scientific data in areas of relevance,including climate change and oceans.

The Parties shall cooperate on matters of commoninterest in the areaofcivil space

activities, such as space research, Global Navigation Satellite System applications and

services, developmentof satellite augmentation systems, Earth observation and Earth

science, particularly on the use of early warning and surveillance.

Article 5

Remittances

The Parties, recognising the importance of remittances as a major sourcefor inclusive

and sustainable development, shall endeavour to reduce the transaction costs of

remittancesto less than 3 percent and eliminate remittances corridors with costs higher

than 5 percent by 2030, promotefinancialliteracy awarenessand financial inclusion via

innovative financial instruments and improve regulatory frameworks for enhanced

involvementof non-traditional players, including through the use of new technologies.
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Chapter2

Trade cooperation

Article 1

Trade integration

The Parties undertake to boost trade opportunities to their mutual advantage as well as

with the widerregion including the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) associated

with the EU. They shall aim to foster the smooth and gradual integration of the Pacific

States into the world economy, especially by making full use of the potential of regional

integration and trade with other regions.

The Parties support the implementation and functioning of the existing Economic

Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Pacific States, encouraging the

accession of interested countries and where appropriate broadening the scope of the

EPA.

The Parties shall support regional economic integration processes in the Pacific,

including trade facilitation and regulatory harmonization, to enable countries to take

advantage of trading with their neighbours andfoster their integration into regional and

global value chains.

Article 2

Trade capacity

The Parties shall cooperate in building trade capacity, including through strengthened

production and entrepreneurship and increased investmentin value-adding sectors, and

ensure that the framework conditions and the right domestic policies are in place to

facilitate greater trade flows.

The Parties shall cooperate in the area of trade facilitation, building on their respective

commitments under the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation. Such cooperation shall

take into account the specific needs of Pacific States, including those related to

geographic constraints, technology, trade finance and connectivity. They shall endeavour

to reducetrade costs, related to imports, exports, transit and other custom procedures on

the movementof goodsandservices,including the automation of customs procedures.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent, identify and eliminate un-necessary technical

barriers to trade as well as unnecessary non-tariff barriers restricting their exports. In

particular, they shall cooperate to ensure compliance with international standards through

appropriate capacity building support, and improved quality control mechanism and

certification laboratories.

The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen sanitary and phyto-sanitary regulations and

practices, including through institutional and regulatory mechanisms and adequate

information systemsandinfrastructures.

The Parties shall cooperate to implement administrative cooperation and verification

arrangementsin their trade relations.
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6. The Parties, recognising the contribution of digital technology to trade facilitation, agree

to cooperate towards appropriate Pacific regional digital platforms for national and cross-

bordertrade.

Article 3

Services

1. The Parties shall support the development of a robust and vibrant services sector,

acknowledging its importance in terms of contribution to economic growth and job

creation as well as in providing inputs to all economic activities and facilitating

transformative production and export processes.

2. The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen capacity in the supply of services. Particular

attention shall be paid to services related to movementof people for business purposes,

financial and other business services, tourism, cultural and creative industries,

construction and related engineering services.

3. The Parties agree to encourage the establishment of Mutual Recognition Agreements

(MRAs) where appropriate, including with a view to facilitating the recognition of

professional qualifications. They shall cooperate to address barriers in trade in services

aimedat fostering competition, creating employment, spurring growth and development

and improving the quality of their services sector.

Chapter3

Key Sectors

Article 1

Blue economy

1. The Parties shall promote a blue economythat is well managed, sustainable, and aims

at reconciling sustainable economic growth with employment creation, improved

livelihoods and social equity, fair economic benefits, and strengthened food security,

based on the conservation of marine ecosystems and biodiversity and the sustainable

useof resources.

2. The Parties shall cooperate to develop sustainable aquaculture through effective spatial

planning, an ecosystem-based approach, and enhancedlevel playing field for investors,

ensuringthat it meets the concernsof local communities.

3. The Parties shall enhance sustainable fisheries development, including artisanal

fisheries, by promoting sustainable value chains through enhanced investment in

productivity and local processing capacities, whilst ensuring sustainability of fisheries

resources and improved food security and safety.

4. The Parties shall seize opportunities in the area of marine biotechnology, supporting

research and reducing technical bottlenecks to facilitate access for investors whilst

avoidingrisks to the marine environment.
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The Parties shall promote research, innovation, sharing of knowledge,best practices

and lessons learned on blue economy including strengthening spatial planning and

sound investment decision making.

The Parties shall promote marine renewable energy with a view to accelerating the clean

energytransition onall islands.

Article 2

Agriculture

The Parties shall promote sustainable agriculture and support agro-ecological practices

and actions to build climate-resilient agriculture and ensure value addition and

diversification to improve livelihoods, expand incomes and create decent employment.

The Parties shall cooperate to increase opportunities for producers, processors and

exporters, particularly smallholders, to access markets at national, regional and global

levels, including through improved agricultural extension support, rural infrastructures

and accessto finance, and ensure compliance with internationally accepted practices

and standards, taking into consideration the relevant policy frameworks of the Parties,

including the Pacific Agricultural DevelopmentStrategy.

The Parties shall promote food security by developing inclusive and biodiverse nutrition

sensitive value chains, including through local value addition and processing and

enhancedcapacities of value chain agents. They shall also engagein the registration

and protection of geographical indications (Gls) for Pacific and European agricultural

and food products.

The Parties shall also cooperate to combat pests, diseases, and invasive species

affecting Pacific agriculture.

Article 3

Tourism

The Parties undertake to ensure a balanced and sustainable developmentof tourism,

maximising its potential for economic growth, decent jobs creation and increased

governmentrevenueswhile ensuringthe integration of environmental, cultural and social

dimensions.

The Parties shall enhance the protection and promotion of cultural heritage and of

natural resources and strengthenlinkages betweenthe tourism sectorand other relevant

economicsectors, in particular transport, agriculture, and the blue economy.

The Parties shall cooperate to promote sustainable developmentpractices and shall aim

to optimise the socio-economicbenefits of tourism, protecting lands, oceans, people and

cultures, respecting the integrity and interests of local communities, and supporting their

involvementin the process of tourism development, in particular rural and community

tourism and eco-tourism. They shall encourage investment in new technology for

research and statistical development, climate and disasterresilience, biodiversity, waste

management, renewable energy and energy efficiency, water and food security, and

community livelihoods and participation.
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The Parties shall bolster investment in the promotion and development of tourism

products and services. They shall promote the developmentof innovative partnerships

with relevantairlines and cruise operators and invest in human capital development,

tourism training and capacity building, marketing, including digital marketing, and

encourage business contacts and exchangesof skilled personnel, with a view to

boosting competitiveness, improving service standards andfor the further development

of the tourism sector.

Article 4

Sustainable energy

The Parties recognise the importance of the energy sector for economic prosperity, as

well as human andsocial development and human security, and the need for a smooth

transition to a low-carbon economy. They shall endeavourto strengthen energy security

and the resilience of energy infrastructures to improve accessibility and affordability of

clean energy.

The Parties agree to support energy reformsin the Pacific that contribute to reducing

carbon intensity of its development processes,increasing the efficiency of the supply

and end-use energy consumption, enhancingtheresilience of energy infrastructure, and

decreasing net greenhouse gas emissions,taking into consideration the relevantpolicy

frameworksofthe Parties, including the Framework for Action on Energy Security in the

Pacific and the Framework for Resilient Development Program (FRDP).

The Parties shall facilitate open, transparent and functioning energy markets that drive

inclusive and sustainable investment in responsible generation, transmission and

distribution and energyefficiency.

The Parties shall promote energy efficiency and energy savingsat all stages of the

energy chain, from generation to consumption and strengthen, improve and transform

power production, generation and distribution facilities, including strengthening and

expanding urban andrural powerdistribution grids.

The Parties shall promote the energy transition of the Pacific region through the

development and uptake of clean, diverse, cost-effective and sustainable energy

technologies, including renewable and low-emission energy technologies.

Article 5

Connectivity

The Parties, recognizing the geographical constraints faced by Pacific Island states,

shall strengthen connectivity across the Pacific region, ensuring that it is sustainable,

comprehensive, and rules-based, and that fosters investment and a levelplaying field

for businesses. They shall endeavour to build resilient transport links, by air, land and

sea, and digital networks, from mobile to fixed, from the internet backboneto the last

mile, from cableto satellites. They undertake to work towards energy connectivity, with

the aim of fostering modern, efficient and clean solutions and to promote people-to-

people contacts.
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The Parties undertake to restructure, strengthen and improve transport and related

infrastructure systems, facilitating and improving the movementof passengers, including

those with reduced mobility, and of goods and providing cost-effective and sustainable

accessto reliable and effective urban, air, maritime, inland-waterway, rail and road-

transportservices. They shall improve the overall governanceofthe transport sector, by

developing and implementingefficient regulationsto facilitate harmonization across the

Pacific region, allow fair competition and interoperability within and between transport

modes,as well as activate and promotethe participation of the private sector in transport

projects, including on maintenance, the elimination of capacity constraints and of

missing-link infrastructures.

The Parties acknowledge the importance of cost-effective and efficient maritime

transport services as the main modeof transportation facilitating trade. [EU: They

undertake to promotethe liberalisation of maritime transport and to this end apply

effectively the principle of unrestricted access to the international maritime

market on a non-discriminatory and commercial basis. Each Party shall grant,

inter alia, a treatment no less favourable than that accordedto its ownships,for

ships operated by nationals or companies of the other Party, and for ships

registeredin the territory of either Party, with respect to accessto ports, the use

of infrastructure and auxiliary maritime services of those ports,as well as related

fees and charges, customsfacilities and the assignment of berths andfacilities

for loading and unloading.]

The Parties shall cooperate in the aviation sector, including considering an increase in

routes and frequencyof air servicesinto the Pacific region. They shall further cooperate

to strengthen and improveaviation safety and security, as well as airspace surveillance,

including their capability to respond to related threats and risks. They agree to also

strengthen and improve on air and sea travel navigational aid facilities, including air

traffic control and cartography.

The Parties shall aim at boosting access to open, affordable and secure broadband

connectivity and digital infrastructures, including through improved undersea cables.

They shall take measuresto facilitate easy access to Information and Communication

Technologies (ICT) and support the appropriate utilization of artificial intelligence and

Internet of Things and the deploymentof extensive low-cost wireless networks, adapted

to local circumstances. They shall endeavour to establish the necessary regulatory

institutions to license service providers, promote competitive behaviour, and ensure

consumer welfare and protection, strengthening regional cooperation, taking into

consideration the relevant policy frameworks of the Parties, including the Pacific

Regional ICT Strategic Action Plan (PRISAP).

Article 6

Extractive industries

The Parties, acknowledging the contribution of extractive industries to economic

development, shallfacilitate sustainable and responsible investmentthrough appropriate

legislation, policies and regulatory frameworks consistent with international best

practices. They shall aim to ensure fair and undistorted accessto extractive resources,

fully respecting the national laws and sovereignty of countries over their natural

resources and upholdingthe rights of affected local communities.
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The Parties agree to promote responsible management of extractive resources,

including the development of legislative frameworks and taking into account its

environmental impacts. They shall promote transparency and accountability,in lines with

the principles set out in the Extractive Industry TransparencyInitiative (EIT).

The Parties shall promotetheutilisation of relevant technologiesto facilitate sustainable

and responsible exploration and exploitation of extractive resources.

Article 7

Forestry

The Parties shall promote sustainable forest managementand useof forest resources,

reduce and halt deforestation and forest degradation, conserve forest biodiversity and

ecosystems, combatillegal logging and associated trade, and promote resource- and

energy-efficient products from sustainably managedforests.

The Parties shall promote sustainable value chains of agro-industries and forest

commodities and products, prioritizing the creation of jobs and other economic

opportunities in the conservation of ecosystems. They shall cooperatein the sustainable

managementofforests, including for the legal and sustainable provision of products for

commercial gains and the sustainable commercialisation of forest flora and fauna,in full

respect of international best practices and standards and relevant international

agreements. They shall collaborate and promote the use of appropriate technology and

methodsto identify and develop herbs and other forest-based materials that would

contribute to medicinal products, while ensuring noloss ofbiodiversity is incurred, that

no ecosystem imbalance is created, and that access to medicinal products is not

hindered.

The Parties shall cooperate to improve the governance and sustainability of forests,

including by taking into consideration the FLEGT Action Plan and encouraging the

development of Voluntary Partnerships Agreements (VPAs). They shall strive to

strengthen coherence and positive interactions at country level between FLEGT and

climate action in the forest and land use sector, including in the context of other

internationalinitiatives, particularly the Warsaw Framework on Reducing Emissions from

Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+). They shall further engage in the

developmentand review of policies, legislations, regulations, strategies and plans for

climate action in the forest and land use sector, in line with countries’ Nationally

Determined Contributions. They shall take steps to improve the quality of inventoriesfor

emissions and removals from the forest sector.

The Parties shall support the developmentof forest adaptation and forest conservation

strategies and initiatives to enhance forest health, reverse deforestation, restore

degraded forest landscapes, enhance resilience to climate change and re-establish

forest cover. Recognising the importance of natural and virgin forests in providing

ecosystems, climate and cultural services our societies depend upon, they shall

cooperate to develop and implement suitable approaches and positive incentives for

their adaptation and conservation.
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The Parties shall support institutional strengthening and capacity building of regional,

sub-regional and national institutions and agencies responsible for the sustainable

managementof forests. They shall increase public awareness aboutdeforestation atall

levels and encourage the consumption of resource- and energy-efficient products from

sustainably managedforests. They shall promote and support the use of alternative,

sustainable, and clean cooking fuel for local communities. The Parties shall strengthen

involvementoflocal authorities and communities in forest protection.
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TITLE Ill

OCEANS,SEAS AND FISHERIES

Article 1

The Parties acknowledge the essential role of oceansfor life on earth, sustainable

developmentand peoplelivelihoods. They agreeto step up efforts to protect the oceans

and seas from the adverse consequences and impactof different pressures, such as

climate change, ocean acidification and coral bleaching, over-exploitation, illegal,

unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and other destructive and unsustainable

activities. They shall promote the sustainable developmentof the blue economy,protect

marine ecosystems and biodiversity, reduce pollution of all kinds and deploy climate

change mitigation and adaptationpolicies.

Chapter 1

Ocean governance

Article 1

Sustainable oceans

The Parties acknowledge the effort already undertaken by both Parties towards an

improved integrated oceans governance, strengthened regional and sub-regional

fisheries conservation and management measures, monitoring, control and surveillance

of fisheries and other region-specific strategies, and instruments for the effective

managementof the ocean.

The Parties shall take the necessary steps to implement relevant international and

regional treaties, conventions and agreements on ocean governanceto which they are

Parties, and the conservation and managementof resourcestherein.

The Parties shall strengthen governance of the oceansfor their sustainable use and

conservation including by promoting an integrated management approach, taking into

accountsocial, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.

The Parties shall cooperate to mitigate and alleviate pressure on the oceans andtheir

resources, for safe, secure, clean and sustainably managed oceans, as well as

strengthen ocean knowledge. They shall cooperate on the protection, preservation and

restoration of coastal and marine ecosystems.

The Parties shall cooperate to prevent and reduce marine pollution and fight against

noise pollution and marinelitter, including plastics and micro-plastics, oil spills and

nuclear contaminants. They shall support and strive for the regulation of greenhouse gas

emissions reductions from ships, actively supporting the urgent implementation of the

International Maritime Organisation strategy on reduction of GHG emissionsfrom ships,

and enactlegislation and regulations governing the discharge of harmful waste and litter,

including imposing penalties for violation.

The Parties agree to take their decisions based on the best available science, to give

due regard to the principles of the ecosystems-based approach and the precautionary

principle and taking into account the importance oftraditional and indigenous knowledge.
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The Parties shall strengthen cooperation on research, design and implementation of

conservation and management measures, marine spatial planning, and the

establishment of marine protected areas and marine sanctuaries, consistent with

international law and based on the best available science and taking into account

indigenous and local communities knowledge.

The Parties shall cooperate to build capacity and expertise in the conduct of marine

scientific research and transfer of marine technology.

Article 2

Biodiversity of areas beyondnationaljurisdiction

The Parties shall cooperate, including through competent international and regional

organisations and arrangements, on the conservation and sustainable use of marine

biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, based on the best available

science.

The Parties shall promote capacity building and transfer of marine technology for the

conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national

jurisdiction, including through international cooperation.

[Article 3]

[PACP: Jurisdictional rights and maritime claims]

[PACP: The Parties commit to respecting the existing maritime boundaries,

delineated maritime zones, continental shelf claims and the exercise of

jurisdiction and sovereign rights in the maritime zones, claimed, and established

pursuantto the relevant provisionsof the 1982 United Nations Convention on Law

of the Sea, without prejudice to the right of the parties to raise disputes

concerning such matters and to seek their settlement through peaceful means,

including through the proceduresprovidedfor in Part XV of that Convention.]

[PACP: The Parties agree to cooperate in international fora to ensure that the

Parties claims established pursuant to the Convention are not in any way

underminedbythe impacts of climate change,including sealevelrise.]
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Chapter2

Fisheries

Article 1

Sustainable conservation and managementof fisheries resources

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure the conservation and sustainable management

and useof fisheries resourcesatbilateral, sub-regional, regional and multilaterallevels,

as appropriate.

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure that fisheries resources are conserved and

managed effectively, harvested sustainably, and social and economic returns are

optimized.

The Parties agree to promote transparent and science-based conservation and

management measuresin line with internationallaw,in particular the rules andprinciples

set out in the UNCLOSand the UN Fish Stocks Agreement, and respecting conservation

and management measures adopted by Regional Fisheries Management Organisations,

where applicable.

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure the sustainable economic developmentof coastal

fisheries through effective policies, laws and regulations. They shall promote access to

fisheries resources by local communities, and small-scale and artisanal fishers, and

promote food security and inter-generational and intra-generational equity.

Article 2

Illegal unreported and unregulated fishing activities

The Parties in accordancewith international obligations shall maintain or adoptinitiatives

to combat, illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities in their respective

jurisdictions, in other jurisdictions, and on the high seas, recognizing that suchactivities

constitute a serious threat to the effective conservation, management and sustainable

exploitation offisheries.

The Parties shall implement policies and measures to exclude IUU products from trade

flows. They shall implement and enforce monitoring, control and surveillance measures,

such as observer schemes, vessel-monitoring systems, fishing licences and

authorisations, catch recording and reporting, transhipmentcontrol, inspections and port

state control and associated measures, to ensure compliance, including enforcement

action and sanctions according to national regulations, with the aim of conserving fish

stocks, preventing overfishing and promoting sustainable fisheries.

The Parties, in accordance with their obligations under existing national laws, sub-

regional, regional and international instruments, agree notto grant entry to, deny service

to, or to expel from their ports, vessels of Parties found to have engagedin IUUfishing

activities in other jurisdictions and on the high seas,or that have a history of IUU fishing

activity.
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The Parties shall endeavour toratify relevantinternational agreementsin relation to |UU

fishing, notably the Agreement on Port State Measures and shall promote

complementarity and consistency between international and regional measures and

strategies to combat IUU fishingactivities.

Article 3

Harmfulfisheries subsidies

The Parties agree to take necessary steps to prohibit certain formsof fisheries subsidies

which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing such new

subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment

for developing and least developed Pacific States should be anintegral part of the World

Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation.

[Article 4]

[PACP: Deep-sea Mining]

[PACP:The Parties recognise the potential, and the challenges, associated with

deep-sea mining and shall cooperate, in accordance with relevant national and

international laws, in areas of mutual interests in order to investigate the

responsible development of deep seabed mineral resources, where appropriate.]
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TITLE IV

SECURITY, HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE

Article 1

The Parties shall cooperate towards achieving peaceful and resilient societies, protect,

promote andfulfil human rights, and shall strengthen democratic principles and good

governance.They shall support accountable and transparentinstitutions at all levels and

take concrete steps on tax good governance,the fight against corruption, fraud, and

moneylaundering. They shall address new or expanding threats to security, including

terrorism, and all forms of transnational organised crime, particularly in relation to

maritime security, cyber-crime, human security, and environmental security, while

safeguarding human rights, including through regional cooperation, taking into

consideration the relevant policy frameworksof the Parties, including the principles set

out in the Boe Declaration on Regional Security and relevant EU Common Foreign and

Security Policy strategies.

Chapter 1

Security

Article 1

Peace andsecurity

The Parties shall cooperate to ensure peace, security and justice, through the protection,

promotion and fulfilment of human rights, good governance, strengthened human

security, environmental security, and conflict prevention and peacebuilding.

The Parties shall address all forms of identity-based violence, including sexual and

gender-based violence, inter-communal, ethnic and religious violence, and they shall

support reconciliation processes through transitional justice mechanisms, including

traditional or customary practices, where and whenthese are not incompatible with

internationally recognised human rights. They shall provide support to all victims of

violence.

The Parties shall cooperate to enhance maritime security by sharing information,

responding to threats to ships and maritime installations and assets, and enforcing

relevant laws and regulations. They shall cooperate to addresssecurity issuesthat arise

from transnational crime suchasillicit drug trafficking, piracy and armed robbery at sea,

forced labour, trafficking in human beings, smuggling of migrants, including through the

use of space technologies.

The Parties shall endeavour to develop newinitiatives to prevent and combatterrorism

in all its formsin full respect of the rule of law and international law addressing those

factors that may create an environment conducive to violent extremism and

radicalisation. They shall develop new or strengthen existing legislation and national

strategies and cooperate to combat and counterterrorism and terrorist financing and

associated threats as appropriate, in full conformity with international law, whenever

applicable. They shall cooperate towards the implementationof all relevant resolutions

of the UN Security Council, including UNSCR 2396 and UNSCR 2462, and of the

General Assembly. They shall refrain from providing any form of support to State and

non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport,
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transfer or use nuclear, chemical, biological, or any other weaponsandtheir means of

delivery, for terrorist purposes. They shall enhance cooperation to enable individuals

and communities to prevent and to increase resilience againstacts of terrorism, violent

extremism and radicalisation.

The Parties reaffirm that climate changeis an existential threatto the livelihoods, security

and wellbeing of peoples and communities and commit to progress the implementation

of the Paris Agreement, and shall promote the global recognition of climate change as a

security risk. They shall work together to prevent climate change impacts from continuing

to act as a threat multiplier, such as threats from rising sea levels and extreme weather

events, with serious implications for peace and security. They shall recognise and act

onthe threatof climate change to peace and security by strengthening adaptation and

resilience measures as well as early warning systems. [PACP: The Parties shall work

together towards securing the sovereignty andterritorial integrity in perpetual

notwithstanding the impacts of climate change on their respective established

terrestrial of maritime boundaries.]

Article 2

Organised crime

The Parties shall strengthen and implement legislation and strategies to combat

transnational organised crime, including, but notlimited to trafficking in human beings,

illicit drugs, small arms, andlight weapons,illegal logging and associatedtrade,illegal

trade of endangered species including endangered marine species, wild animals and

plants, as well as derived products, andotherillegal economicandfinancial activities.

The Parties shall cooperate with a view to maintaining coordinated efforts to prevent and

combat the use of their financial systems to finance criminal activities. They shall

exchange information and enforce appropriate measures to fight against money

laundering, terrorism financing, and illicit financial flows,in line with relevantinternational

standards and frameworks, notably the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

Recommendations.

The Parties shall strengthen cooperation to promote cyber-security, prevent and combat

cyber-crimes and cyber-enabled crimes, including acts of cyber-enabled theft of

intellectual property and cooperate to share best practices on how to protect more

effectively national and regional critical infrastructures from cyber-attacks. They shall

promote multi-stakeholder internet governance and address issues relating to the

distributionofillicit or harmful materials online. They shall exchange information in the

fields of the education and training of cybersecurity technical experts, cybercrime

investigators, the investigation of cybercrime and digital forensic science. They shall

strengthen international cooperation to promote security and stability in cyberspace.

[EU: They recognise that cybercrime is a global problem and the Council of

Europe ‘Convention on Cybercrime’ (Budapest Convention) provides a solid basis

to use an effective legal standard for the different national legislation and for

international cooperation addressing cybercrime.]

The Parties shall strengthen dialogue and cooperation in the area of law enforcement

with the aim of combating the activities of transnational organised criminal and terrorist

networks. They shall improve coordination between existing national and regional

security mechanisms through open dialogue and exchangeof strategic information in

support of early warning and cooperation with relevant international organisations,

partners and stakeholders.
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Chapter2

Humanrights, democracy and governance

Article 1

Humanrights

The Parties recognise that humanrights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and

interrelated and agree to respect, protect, fulfil and promote all human rights, be they

civil, political, economic, social and cultural. They shall take necessary steps in

accordancewith relevantinternational treaties to ensure the full and equal enjoymentof

all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including freedom of opinion and

expression, freedom of assembly and association, and freedom of thought, religion and

belief. They shall address andfight all forms of racism, discrimination, gender-based

discrimination, including their manifestation through gender-based violence, trafficking

in humanbeings, with womenandgirls being especially targeted for sexual exploitation,

hate speech and hate crimes, xenophobia andrelated intolerance.

The Parties shall intensify efforts to achieve gender equality and thefull enjoymentofall

humanrights by womenandgirls and their empowerment. They shall promote, protect

and fulfill the rights of the child.

The Parties shall promote the rights of persons belonging to minorities and advance the

rights of indigenous peoples,as set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights

of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

The Parties shall support measuresfor the enhancement ofthe rights-based approach

to development encompassingall humanrights and take the necessary steps to ensure,

inter alia, equality and non-discrimination for all in the enjoyment of humanrights,

including accessto and control over resources and services essential for the right to an

adequate standard ofliving. These include,but are notlimited to, the rights to education,

health, including sexual and reproductive health, food, drinking water and sanitation,

adequate housing, work and justice. The steps to be taken for the realisation of these

rights shall include accessible services addressing the causes and adverse impacts of

climate change and the promotion offair and equitable distribution of resources.

The Parties shall cooperate towardsthe realisation of humanrightsin the Pacific region,

including through the establishment and strengthening of independent national and

regional human rights mechanisms and through active engagementofcivil society,

human rights defenders, and other stakeholders. The Parties shall cooperate towards

the realisation of humanrights in the Pacific region, including through the establishment

and strengthening of independentnational and regional human rights mechanisms and

institutions, and through the strengthening of an enabling and safe environmentfor the

active engagement of civil society, human rights defenders, and other relevant

stakeholders, including through their capacity building and access to regional and

international human rights mechanisms.
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Article 2

Democracy and governance

The Parties shall uphold democratic processes and institutions in accordance with

internationally recognised principles and national legal frameworks, including

accountable governments elected through peaceful, inclusive, transparent and credible

elections, the acceptanceof election results and the ensuing governmenttransition and

the individual's right to participate in the public affairs of the society theylive in.

The Parties shall enhancetherole of national parliaments, promote media independence

and pluralism, and preserve and broaden an enabling spaceforcivil society with a view

to improving democratic accountability. They shall strengthen national, regional and

decentralised capacities to ensure respect for democratic principles and practices.

The Parties shall promote the principles of good governance. They shall take concrete

measuresto build inclusive, accountable and transparentpublic institutions. They shall

support capacities for policy design and implementation, develop an accountable,

efficient, transparent and professionalcivil service, and strengthen the delivery of quality

public services.

The Parties shall accelerate the deployment of e-governance services and digital

services infrastructure as a means to enhance access to and availability of public

services, improve democratic practices and governance, and promote,protect and fulfil

humanrights and fundamental freedoms.

The Parties shall establish or strengthen mechanisms and institutions to combat

corruption, bribery, fraud, and corporate financial crimes, including by implementing and

promoting relevantinternational standards and instruments, notably the United Nations

Convention against Corruption. They shall promote transparent managementof public

resources and accountability, encourage actions that support the valuesof a culture of

transparency, legality, and behaviour change with regard to corruption, and further

developlegislation to facilitate recovery of assets.

The Parties shall strengthen governance systems to stem irregular migration and to

combat smuggling of migrants and related criminal networks, as well as trafficking in

humanbeings, with a specific focus on victim protection.

[EU: The Parties confirm their legal obligation to readmit their nationals irregularly

present on the territory of another party at the latter's request and without

conditionality.]

Article 3

Rule of law andjustice

The Parties shall promote respect for the law and cooperate to consolidate the rule of

law. They shall aim at ensuring an independent, impartial and effective judiciary and

strengthening institutions in the administration of justice. They shall take the necessary

steps to provide accesstojustice for all under due process.
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[EU: The Parties shall foster dialogue and cooperation on the abolition of the death

penalty.] They shall oppose and condemnall formsof torture and other cruel, inhuman

or degrading treatment by state and non-state actors in all contexts, including by

supporting the ratification and effective implementation of the Convention against

Torture andits optional Protocols.

The Parties shall promote justice reforms, ensuring efficient court systems and

procedures and modernising penitentiary systems. They shall cooperate to enhance the

capacities of key actors in the judiciary and legislative bodies.

Article 4

Financial governance

The Parties shall promote sound public financial management, including effective

mobilisation and use of public revenues, sustainable public debt management,

sustainable procurement systems, and supportfor national oversight bodies.

The Parties shall enact legislation, take concrete measures and strengthen relevant

institutions and mechanismsto implementthe principles of good governancein the tax

area.

The Parties shall cooperate to combat tax evasion, tax avoidanceandillicit financial

flows as well as ensure the efficiency, effectiveness, transparency, and fairness of tax

systems.
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TITLE V

HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Article 1

The Parties are determined to eradicate poverty in all its forms by 2030, foster human

and social development through inclusive and equitable access to social services and

enhanced food security, tackle inequality effectively, promote gender equality and

women and youth empowerment, to ensure that everyone has the necessary meansto

enjoy life in dignity, and to create the conditionsfor the effective participation of people

in democratic life and their active contribution to sustainable economic growth. They

shall take concrete measures to promote social cohesion and social protection as a

fundamental investment for poverty eradication and fighting inequality, and as an

important meansto reinvest economic gains more broadly into society and people. They

shall nurture culture and sport as drivers for sustainable human and social development

and inclusive economic growth, as well as for social inclusion and peaceful societies.

Chapter 1

Social services

Article 1

Education

The Parties shall support inclusive and equitable access to quality education at primary,

secondary,tertiary levels, as well as early childhood care, technical and vocational

education and training, taking into consideration their relevant policy frameworks,

including the Pacific Regional Education Framework (PacREF). They shall promote the

developmentofdigitalliteracy and skills. They shall pay special attention to women and

girls, marginalised and vulnerable groups,including personswith disabilities.

The Parties shall take measuresto improve the quality of formal and non-formallearning,

supportskills development through technical and vocational education and training, with

a view to increasing the numberof highly educated and skilled workers matching labour

market needs and opportunities.

The Parties shall promoteinitiatives that encourage and enable the development and

wider use of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

The Parties shall endeavour to improve infrastructure and equipment of education

centres. They shall improve the quality of education through evidence-basedpolicies,

curriculum development and enhanced quality of teacher training and professional

development.
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Article 2

Health

The Parties shall aim at achieving universal health coverage and equitable access to

healthcare services, including through strengthened national health systems,

modernisedfacilities and equipment, quality and affordable essential medicines and

vaccines.

The Parties shall take measures towards strengthening prevention and control of non-

communicable diseases with a view to reducing their incidence, including increase

investmentsfor health promotion, primary and secondary prevention strategies, and take

into consideration their relevant policy frameworks that promote the prevention and

control of NCDs. The Parties shall address the challenges associated with mental health,

through the development of healthcare and community-based services, including

addressing psychosocialdisorders.

The Parties shall strengthen national and regional surveillance and monitoring systems

to detect and respondrapidly and effectively to communicable diseases and other health

emergencies of national, regional and international concern, including infections with

pandemic potential such as influenza. They shall also cooperate to implement a One

Health approach to address antimicrobial resistance and its consequences for both

human and animalhealth.

Article 3

Waterand sanitation

The Parties shall strengthen efforts to foster access to sufficient, safe, and affordable

water for personal and domestic use, paying special attention to people in vulnerable

situations. They shall promote actions to strengthen water security against the impacts

of population growth, climate variability and climate change,including through improved

water-use efficiency, drinking water safety, and the sustainable utilisation of water

resources, and the developmentof national water catchment and storage systems.

The Parties shall boost physical and affordable accessto sanitationforall, in all spheres

oflife, that is safe, hygienic, secure, socially and culturally acceptable and that provides

privacy and ensuresdignity. The Parties shall support and strengthen the participation

of local communities in establishing, managing and maintaining facilities and hygiene

practices at households, schools and healthcare facilities, particularly in areas facing

difficult challenges such as rural and remote areas, small islands, and informal urban

settlements.

The Parties acknowledgethe importance of shared knowledgeand technology,including

capacity building required to plan, deliver and maintain quality water and sanitation

systemsandinfrastructure.
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Article 4

Housing

The Parties shall strengthen efforts to secure equitable access to adequate, safe and

affordable housingforall, including those in vulnerable situations, and address the issue

of inequalities between urban households andrural areas, as well as between remote

and mainislands. They shall promote sharing of best practices with a view to enhancing

environmental resilience and achieving climate-smart housing, including on building

codes.

The Parties shall work towards achieving universal access to sustainable energy

servicesforall, improving accessto electricity, and supporting efficiency in energy usage

by households.

Article 5

Food security and improved nutrition

The Parties shall aim to ensure thatall are able to accesssufficient, affordable, safe and

nutritious food, including by promoting local nutritious food and investing in climate-

resilient transportation and storage systems.Particular attention shall be paid to ensure

that adequate sources of emergency food are available during disaster recovery.

The Parties shall cooperate to end all forms of malnutrition and address the underlying

causesof food and nutrition insecurity.

The Parties shall support agricultural diversification and local food production, for both

subsistence and commercial purposes. They shall aim at strengtheningresilient farming

systems and resource-efficient agriculture by using resilient and high-yield nutritional

crop varieties. They shall address overexploitation of fisheries resources, considering

that fish is a critical source for food and nutrition security.

The Parties shall promote healthy diets, reducing reliance on imported food items with

low nutritional value, strengthening nutrition-labelling regulation, fostering education and

public awareness programmeson nutrition and healthy diet practices, and promoting

production and consumption of local healthy food.

Chapter2

Inequality, social cohesion and social protection

Article 1

Social protection

The Parties shall promote the creation of inclusive and well-functioning labour markets

and employmentpolicies directed towards decent work for all, including enhancing

health and safety conditions for workers. They shall address issues related to the

informal economy,including accessto credit and micro-finance and strengthened social

protection measures, with a view to facilitating a smoother transition to the formal

economy. They shall combatall forms of exploitation for profits, including sexual and

work exploitation, in both formal and informal economies.
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The Parties shall work towards extending social protection coverage, especially for

peoplein situation of vulnerability and marginalized groups as well as those who are

formally and informally employed, with the goal of progressively reaching universality,

through basic income security and adequate and shock-responsive social protection

systems.

Article 2

Gender equality, and women andgirls’ empowerment

The Parties shall strengthen policies, programmes, and mechanismsaimed at ensuring,

improving and expanding the equal participation and opportunities for men and women

in all sectors of political, economic, social and culturallife. They shall encourage the

ratification and support the effective implementation of the Convention on the Elimination

of All Formsof Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), aswell as its optional protocol.

They shall also ensure that the gender perspective is systematically mainstreamed

acrossall policies. They shall take into consideration the relevantpolicy frameworks of

the Parties, including the Pacific regional architecture for gender equality.

The Parties shall support women’s economic empowerment and identify economic

opportunities for women and shall ensure that their economic and social rights are

respected and promoted. Theyshall facilitate women’s accesstofinancial services and

employment, control and use of land and other productive assets, and shall take

measuresto support womenentrepreneurs, cut the gender pay gap, and remove other
discriminatory regulations and practises. They shall work towards building women’s

resilience to climate change impacts and shall sustain their livelihood in agriculture,

fisheries and aquaculture, and cultural industries. They shall strengthen the collection,

compilation, analysis and dissemination of accessible statistical data on women’s

economic empowerment.

The Parties undertake to adopt the necessary legislative and policy measures to end

child, early and forced marriage, eliminate all forms of sexual and gender-based

violence, particularly domestic violence,all forms of sexual and work exploitation, and

all forms of harassmentin both public and private spheres,including through awareness

campaigninitiatives for behavioural change.

The Parties shall take measures to enhancethe participation and voice of women and

girls in public and political life, including in electoral, policy, governance and development

processes, local governments, traditional customary mechanisms, leadership,

constitutional bodies, state-owned enterprises, and in peacebuilding and reconciliation

efforts.

The Parties shall strengthen national and regional institutions to address and handle

issuesrelatedto all forms of violence against womenandgirls, including prevention and

protection against all forms of sexual and gender-based violence, harassment

investigation and accountability mechanisms, care and support to victims. They shall

endeavourto align national legislation and regulations, and regional frameworksto the

relevantinternational Conventions and regional frameworks.
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The Parties shall commit to the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform

for Action and the Programmeof Action of the International Conference on Population

and Developmentand the outcomesof their review conferences and shall commit to

sexual and reproductive health and rights, in this context. [EU: Having that in mind,

the Parties shall [OACPS:in accordancewith the national context,] commit to the

promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right of every individual to havefull

control over, and decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their

sexuality and sexual and reproductive health, free from discrimination, coercion

and violence. They shall further stress the need for universal access to quality

and affordable comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information,

education, including [OACPS: age-appropriate] comprehensive sexuality

education, and health-care services].

Article 3

Youth

The Parties shall establish governancestructuresto capitalise on the youth dividend and

empoweryoung people,increase their influence in decision-making processes and their

active participation in political life, peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts. They shall

promote increased participation of young people in environmental action, particularly

climate change monitoring and adaptation programmes.

The Parties shall support youth entrepreneurship and decent employment for young

people, paying particular attention to youth in education, employmentortraining, to

assist them to acquire labour market-relevant skills for employment.

The Parties shall foster social and justice programmes for prevention of juvenile

delinquency and integration into economic andsociallife. They shall supportinstitutions

such as schools,faith-based organisations, and youth groups, which may contribute to

building resilience in vulnerable communities and with youth atrisk.

The Parties shall take measuresto improve and strengthen child protection systems and

safeguards. They shall support measures to end child labour and abuse, early and

forced marriage, and corporal punishment.

Article 4

Personswith disabilities

The Parties shall promote,protect and fulfil the rights of personswith disabilities without

discrimination of any kind and shall take concrete measuresto ensuretheir full inclusion

in society through equal accessto social services, including education and health, and

effective participation in labour markets and other economic opportunities.

The Parties shall support the effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), taking into consideration their relevant policy

frameworks.
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Article 5

Culture, sport, and people-to-people contacts

The Parties shall promote the protection and enhancementof tangible and intangible

cultural heritage as well as the diversity of cultural expressions with a view to enhancing

mutual understanding and fostering balanced cultural exchanges. They shall cooperate

and promote investmentto support the preservation and promotion oftraditional arts and

culture, indigenous knowledge,andcultural diversity.

The Parties shall promotecreative and cultural industries and cultural tourism as drivers

for jobs and sustainable growth. They shall endeavourto promote the mobility of culture

and creative professionals andthe circulation of worksofart and carry outjointinitiatives

in various cultural and creative spheres. They shall encourage economic empowerment

of women and youth through culture value chains, strengthening of public-private

partnerships for cultural production, and mainstreaming of culture, taking into

consideration the relevant policy frameworks of the Parties, including the Pacific

Regional Cultural Strategy.

The Parties shall promote creativity and innovation, knowledge sharing, and

international and regional co-creation, and market access opportunities for cultural

goods and services and develop sector-specific regulatory frameworksandinstitutional

supportthat, inter alia, protects intellectual property rights for creative works.

The Parties shall promote exchanges in the cultural sector, including exchanges

amongst institutions such as museums and conservatories, and shall encourage

intercultural dialogue between people as well as relevant stakeholders. They shall

support mobility of young people and youth workers as meansof promoting intercultural

dialogue and the acquisition of knowledge,skills and competencesoutside the formal

educational systems. They shall endeavour to implementrelevantinitiatives in the field

of higher education mobility, with a view to promoting cooperation and modernisation in

higher education, and encouraging learner and academic mobility.

The Parties shall promote sport as a driver for sustainable development, inclusive

economic growth, social inclusion, non-discrimination and the advancement of human

rights. They shall endeavour to build capacities, develop adequate facilities, and

encourage people’s increased participation in sporting and other physical education

activities, with particular emphasis on youth and women. Theyshall also support sport

as a meansforintercultural dialogue and cooperation between nations, prevention of

conflict and violence, and post-conflict reconciliation.
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